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FRUITS  OF  GODLY  SORROW. 

Trar.»lated/rom  (ha  German  of  Hartmann,  by  Dr.  Jam«s   F 
Alexander. 
Now  the  crucible  is  brealtinij! 
Xow  my  faith  its  seal  is  taking; 

Molten  gold  unhurt  by  fire. 
Only  thus  't  is  ever  given, 
Up^  to  joys  of  highest  heaven,  | 

For  God's  children  to  aspire. 


Thus  by  griefs  the  Lord  is  molding. 
Mind  and  spirit  here  unfolding 

His  own  image,  to  endure. 
Now  he  shapes  our  dust,  but  later 
Is  the  inner  man's  Creator; 

Thus  he  works  by  trial  sure. 

Sorrows  quell  our  insurrection. 
Bring  our  members  to  sulijection, 

Under  Christ's  prevailing  will; 
While  the  broken  powers  lie  raises 
To  the  work  of  holv  praises, 

Quietly  and  softly  still. 

Sorrows  gather  home  the  senses. 
Lest,  seduced  by  earth's  pretenses, 

They  should  after  idols  stroll. 
Like  an  angel  guard,  repelling 
Evil  from  the  inmost  dwelling, 

Bringing  order  to  the  soul. 

Sorrow  now  the  harp  is  stringing" 
For  the  everlasting  singing. 

Teaching  us  to  soar  above; 
Where  the  blessed  choir,  palm-bearincr, 
Harps  are  playing,  crowns  are  wearing, 

Kound  the  throne  with  songs  of  love. 

Sorrow  makes  alert  and  daring, 
Sorrow  is  our  clay  preparintj 

For  the  cold  rest  of  the  gr'ave. 
Sorrow  is  a  herald,  hastinL^ 
Of  that  spring-tide,  whose  unwasting 

Health  the  dying  soul  shall  save. 

Sorrow  makes  our  faith  abidino- 
Lowly,  child  like,  and  couading; 

Sorrow.'  who  can  speak  thy  grace? 
Earth  may  name  thee  tribulation. 
Heaven  has  nobler  appellation; 
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SIMEON  BALDWIN, 
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PREFACE, 


THE  North  Consociation  of  Hart- 
ford comity,    at  their   session, 
September  27th,  1803,  at  East-Hart- 
ford,  first  society,    impressed  with  a 
sense  that  the  worship  of  God,   in  its 
various  forms,  is  so  important  and  es- 
sential a  part  of  religion,  and  desirous 
^^  of  promoting  what  might  directly  tend 
r^'  to  assist  the  ac^of  religious  worship 
in  God's  people  of  all  communions, 
5^   passed  the  following  vote,  ''  That  a 
i!   ^'  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
*'  for  publication  a  small  cheap  vol- 
■     ^'  ume  on  the  subject  of  prayer,   con- 
'^  sisting  of  an  abridgment  of  Henry 
-  "  on  Prayer,   with  such  additions  as 
^    "  they  shall  judge  proper."     In  pur- 
^  suance  of  tr>eir  appointment,  the  com- 
^    mittee  have    abridged  Mr.   Henry's 
,)    method  of  Prayer,  v^^hich  is  a  judicious 
J  collection  of  scriptures,  proper  to  the 
\  several  parts  of  the  duty  :   and  have 
I  concluded   to  accompany  it  with  an 


IV  PREFACF- 

Essay  on  the  nature  of  the  duty  of 
Prayer ;  the  foundation  of  it ;  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  to  be  performed  ;  the 
ends  and  desie-n  of  it ;  and  the  en- 
couragements  to  the  duty.  And  also 
some  forms  of  Prayer  are  annexed  to 
teach,  as  a  sample,  the  people  of  God, 
in  what  way  it  is  proper  to  address  the 
Throne  of  Grace ^  and  liold  correspon- 
dence W'ith  the  fountain  of  being  and 
blessedness.  There^re,  indeed,  sev- 
eral well  composed  fOTms  of  devotion 
intheHvorld,  wi'itten  by  ministers  of 
the  greatest  talents  and  piety.  These 
may  be  of  excellent  use  to  instruct  us, 
both  in  the  matter  and  hmgiiage  of 
prayer.  The  committee  now  offer 
this  small  volume  on  the  great  subject 
of  prayer,  to  the  public  ;  hoping,  that 
by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  may 
be  the  means  of  assisting  the  pious  of 
all  denominations,  in  prayer,  which  is 
the  principal  branch  of  religious  v/or- 
ship. 

Hartford^  Dec,  180:^.. 
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ABRIDGMENT 

OF 

HENRY  ON  PRAYER. 


CHjlPTER  I. 

Invocation  and  yldoration. 

LET  U3  now  attend  upon  the  Lord  vvith- 
out  distraction,  and  let  not  our  heart3  be 
tar  from  him,  when  we  draw  nigh  to  him 
with  our  mouth,  and  honor  him  with  our 
lips.« 

Let  us  now  worship  God,  who  is  a  Spir- 
it, in  spirit  and  in  truth  ;  for  such  tlie  I'a- 
ther  seeks  to  worship  him. 6 

Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  Almip'  ty, 
which  art,  and  wast,  and  art  to  come.c 

O  thou,  whose  name  is  Jehovah,  and  art 
the  most  high  over  ail  the  earth. <:/ 

a  Matt.  XV.  8.     b  John  iv.  23,  24.      c  Rev.  iy.  §.  ' 

i;?<al.  Ixxxiii.  18. 

.     A  2 


Iiroocation  and  Adoratl 


on. 


O  God,  thou  art  our  God,  early  will  we 
seek  thee  ;e  our  God,  and  we  will  praise 
thee  ;  our  Father's  God,  and  we  will  exalt 
thee./ 

Thou  art  the  Father  of  Hghts,  with  whom 
is  no  variableness  or  shadow  of  turning,  and 
from  whom  proceeded  every  good  and  perfect 
gif|-,§- 

Thou  art  the  blessed  and  only  Potentate  ; 
the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  who 
only  hath  immortality,  dv/elling  in  the  light, 
wiiich  no  man  can  approach  unto,  whom 
Ro  man  hath  seen  or  can   see./t 

We  tlierefore  come  t^thee  beHeving  that 
thou  art,  and  that  thou  art  the  bountiful  re- 
warder  of  all  them  that  diligently   seek  theei 

We  cannot  by  searching  iind  out  God, 
we  cannot  find  out  the  Ahnighty  unto  perfec- 
tion a: 

Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised, 
and  his  greatness  is  unsearchable./ 

Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  glorious 
in  holiness,  fearful  in  praises,  doing"  won- 
ders ?  m 

As  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth,  so  ar^ 
thy  thoughts  above  our  thoughts,  and  thy 
ways  above  our  ways./z 

All  nations  before  thee  are  as  a  drop  of 
the  bucket,  or  the  small  dust  of  the  balance, 

e  Psal.  Ixiii.  1.    /Exod.  xv.  2.     .g  James  i.  17. 
b  1  Tim.  vi.  15,  16.     i  Heb.  xi.  6.     k  Job  xi.  T. 

I  Psaiinr.xly.  3.     ni  Exod.  xv.  11.     i\  Isa.  Iv.  ?. 
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HDcl  thou  takest  up  the  isles  as  a  very  little 
thhig  :  they  are  as  nothing,  and  are  counted 
to  thee  less  than  nothing  and  vanity  .0 

Thou  art  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  m- 
visible,  the  only  wise  God./i 

Before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth, 
or  ever  thou  hadst  formed  the  earth  and 
the  world,  from  everlasting  to  everlasting  thou 
art  God  :g  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
for   ever.r      -  .         r  1 

Of  old  hast  thou  laid  the  foundation  ot  the 
earth,  and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of  thy 
hands  :  they  shall  perish,  but  thou  shalt  en- 
dure ;  yea,  all  of  them  shall  wax  old,  like  a 
e-arraent,  as  a  vestufe  shalt  thou  change  them, 
and  they  shall  be  changed  ;  but  thou  art  the 
same,  and  thy  years  shall  have  no  end..? 

We  cannot  go  from  thy  presence,  or  fly 
from  thy  Spirit  :  if  we  ascend  into  heaven 
thou  art  there  ;  if  we  make  our  bed  in  hell, 
behold  thou  art  there  ;  if  we  take  the  v/ings 
of  the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  sea,  even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead 
us,  and  thy  right  hand  hold  us.^ 

All  things   are   naked  and  open   unto  the 
eyes  of  him,  with  whom  we  have  to  do  ;   ev- 
en the  thoughts  and   intents  of  the   heart. w 
Thou  searchest  the   heart,   and  triest  the 

o  Isai.  xl.  15.  17.    p  1  Tim.  \.  17.     q  Psalm  xc  2. 

r  Heb.  xiii.  8.         s  Psalm  cii.  25,26,  27. 

t  Psalm  cxxxix.  7,  8,  9,  10.    u  Heb.  ir.  12,  1*. 


8         Liw cation  and  Adoration. 

reins,  that  thou  mayest  give  to  every  man  ac- 
cording to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the 
fruit  of  his  doings.w 

O  God,  thou  hast  searched  us  and  known 
us,  thou  knowest  our  down-sitting  and  up' 
r'sing,  and  understandest  our  thoughts 
afar  off:  thou  compassest  our  path  and  our 
lying-down,  and  art  acquanited  with  all  our 
ways  :  there  is  not  a  word  in  our  tongue  but 
lo,  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  it  altogether..r 

Thy  understanding,  O  Lord,  is  infinite.t/ 

Thou  art  wonderful  in  counsel  and  excel- 
lent in  working.2 

O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  v/crks,  in 
v.'isdoiTi  hast  thou  made  them  all.c  ■ 

Th.y  dominion  is  an  everlasting  dominion, 
and  thy  kingdom  is  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration :  thou  dost  according  to  thy  will  in 
the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth,  and  none  can  stay  thy  hand, 
or  say  unto  thee,  what  doest  thou  ?  or  why 
doest  thou  so  ?  b 

We  know,  O  God,  that  thou  canst  do  ev- 
ery thing,  and  that  no  thought  can  be  with- 
holden  from  thee  :c  and  that  Avith  thee  nothing 
is  impossible.^ 

All  power  is  thine,  both  in  heaven  and  in 
earth. e 

^y  Jerem.  xvii.  10.     x  Psal.  cxxxix.  I,  2,  3,  4,  G, 
y  Psalm  cxlvii.  5.     z  Isaiah  xxviii.  29. 
a  Psal.  civ.  24.    b  Daniel  iv.  34,35.    c  Jcb,  xlii.  2. 
d  Luke  1.  o7.    e  M?,u.  xxviii.  18. 
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ion. 


Thou  killest,  and  thou  niakest  alive  ;  thou 
woundest,  and  thou  healest,  neither  is  there 
any  that  can  deliver  out  of  thy  hand./' 

What  thou  hast  promised,  thou  art  able 
also  to  perform ..g* 

Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  ini- 
quity/ neither  shall  evil  dwell  with  theei 

Thou  art  holy  in  all  thy  works.A- 

And  holiness  becomes  thy  house,  O  Lord? 
for  ever./ 

And  though  clouds  and  darkness  are  round 
about  thee,  yet  judgment  and  justice  are  the 
habitation  of  thy  throne.77z 

Thou  hast  proclaimed  thy  name ;  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious, 
slov/  to  anger,  abundant  in  goodness  and 
truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  forgiv- 
ing iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin.fz 

Thou  art  good,  and  doest  good  ;  and  thy 
tender   mercy  is  over  all  thy  Avorks.o 

Thou  hast  prepared  thy  throne  in  the  hea° 
vens,/z  and  it  is  a  throne  of  glory,  high  and 
lifted  up,  and  before  thee  the  seraphims  cover 
their  faces.^' 

Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  recei\  e  blesr 
sing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power,  for 
thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for  thy 
pleasure  they  are?  and  were  created. r 

/Deut.  xxxii.  39.     g  Rom.  iv.  21.     h  Hab.  i.  13, 
i  Psalm  V.  4.     k  Psal.  cxlv.  17.     /  Psal.  xciii.  5. 
in.  Psal.  xcvii.  2.     n  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7. 
o  Psal.  cxix.  68.    p  Psla,  ciii.  19.     q  Lai.  vi.  1,  2. 
r  Rev.  iv.  11. 


10       hroocatlon  and  Adoration, 

Thou  upholdcst  all  things  by  the  word  of 
tliy  power,*  and  by  thee  all  things  consist.? 

The  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches  ;  so  is  the 
great  and  wide  sea  also.z/ 

The  eyes  of  all  wait  on  thee,  and  thou  giv- 
est  them  their  meat  in  due  season  ;  thou 
openest  thy  hand,  and  satisfiest  the  desires  of 
every   living  thing. w 

Tliou  preservest  man  and  beast,  and  givest 
food  to  all  flesh. :!:7 

Thy  kingdom  ruleth  over  all.t/ 

A  sparrow  falls  not  to  the  ground  without 
thee.z 

Thou  art  the  most  high,  who  rulest  in  the 
kingdom  of  men,  and  givest  it  to  whomso- 
ever thou  wilt.a 

Thou  workest  all  things  after  the  counsel 
of  thine  own   will./^ 

The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice  ;  let 
the  multitude  of  the  isles  be  glad  thereof.c 

We  pay  our  homage  to  the  three  that  bear 
record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  for  these  Three  are 
One.f/ 

And  since  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  all  men 
should  honor  the  Son,  as  they  honor  the 
Father,^  we  adore  him  as  the  brightness  of 

s  Heb.  i.  3.       t  Col.  i.  17.      u  Psal.  civ.  24,  25. 
Vii  Psal.  cxlv    15,  16.     X  Ps.  xxxvi.  6      v  Ps.  ciii.  19, 
z  Matt.  X.  29.       a  Daniel  iv.  25.       b  Eph.  i.  11. 
i  PsU.  xcvii.  1.       d\  John  v.  7.       €  John  v.  23. 
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his  Father's  glory,  and  the  express  miage  of 
his  person./ 

Thou,  O  God,  madest  us  and  not  we  our- 
selves, therefore  we  are  not  our  own  but 
thine,  thy  people  and  the  sheep  of  thy  pas- 
ture ',g  let  us  worship  and  bow  down  before 
the  Lord  our  maker./? 

Thou,  Lord,  art  the  former  of  our  bodies,? 
and  they  are  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made. 
Thou  art  God,  our  maker,  who  teachest  us 
more  than  the  beasts  of  the  earth,  and  makest 
us  wiser  than  the  fowls  of  heaven.^ 

In  thee,  O  God,  we  live  and  move  and  have 
our  being,  for  we  are   thine   offspring./ 

In  thy  hand  our  breath  is,  and  thine  are 
all  our  ways  \m  for  the  way  of  man  is  not  in 
himself,  neither  is  it  in  man  that  walketh  to 
direct  his  steps,??  but  our  times  are  in  thy 
hand.o 

Thou  art  the  God  that  has  fed  us  all  our 
life  long  unto  this  day,  and  redeemed  us  from 
all  evil./i 

It  is  of  thy  mercies  that  we  are  not  con- 
sumed, even  because  thy  compassions  fail 
not ;  they  are  new  every  morning  ;  great  is 
thy  faithfulness. gr 

/Heb.  i.  3,       g  Psal.  c  3.       h  Psal.  xcv.  6, 
i  Psal.  cxxxix.  14.       k  Job  xxxv   10, 1 1. 
/  Acts  xvii.  28.     m  Daniel  v.  23.     n  Jerem.  x.  23. 
o  Psahn  xxxi.  15.      p  Genesis  xhiii.  15. 
q  Lam.  iii.  22.  21. 


12       1111)0 cation  and  J^doration, 

If  tlioLi  take  aAvay  our  breath  we  die,  and 
retui'ii  to  the  dust.r 

Our  souls  have  said  unto  the  Lord,  thou  art 
our  God,  though  our  goodness  extendeth  not 
unto  thee.« 

Thou  hast  commanded  us  to  pray  al- 
ways, with  all  prayer  and  supplication,  with 
thanksgiving,  to  continue  in  prayer,  and 
in  every  thing  with  prayer  and  supplication 
to  make  our  requests  known  to  God. if 

Thou  hast  directed  us  to  ask,  and  seek,  and 
kn©ck,  and  hast  promised,  that  we  shall  re- 
ceive, shall  find,   and  it  shall  be  opened  to 

US.7i 

Thou  hast  appointed  us  a  great  high  priest, 
in  whose  name  we  may  come  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  find  mercy  and 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.w 

Thou  sayest,  seek  ye  my  face,  and  our 
hearts  answer,  thy  face,  Lord,  will  we  seek. a: 

Whither  shall  we  go  but  unto  thee  ?  Thou 
hast  the  words  of  eternal  life.?/ 

What  is  man,  that  thou  art  thus  mindful 
of  him,  and  the  son  of  man  that  thou  visitest 
him,  and  dost  thou  mae;nify  him  1z 

Oh,  let  not  the  Lord  be  angry,  if  we  that 
are  but  dust  and  ashes  take  upon  us  to  speak 
unto  the  Lord  of  glory .« 

r  Psalm  civ.  29.  s  Psal.  xvi.  2. 

t  Col.  iv.  2.     Eph.  vi.  18.     Phil.  iv.  6. 
21  Matt.  vii.  7,  8.    vi  Heb,  iv.  14.  16.  x  Psal.  xxvii.  8. 
y  John  vi.  68.     z  Psal.  viij.  4.    a  Gen.  xviii-  27,  30- 
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We  .\re  not  Avorthyofthe  least  of  all  the 
mercies  which  thou  hast  shewed  unto  thy 
servants./^ 

Whom  have  we  in  lieaven  but  thee  :  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  we  desire  besides 
thee,  or  in  comparison  of  thee  ;  c  when  our 
flesh  and  our  heart  foil,  be  thou  the  strength 
of  our  heart  and  our  portion  for  ever  :  as  the 
hart  panteth  after  the  water-brooks,  so  pant- 
eth  our  souls  after  thee,  O  God  ;  our  soul 
thirsteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God.<i 

Oh,  that  we  may  come  hungering  and 
thirsting  after  righteousness  ;e  \y>\:  thou  fillest 
the  hungry  with  good  things,  but  the  rich 
thou  sendest  empty  at^'ay./ 

Oh,  that  our  souls  may  thirst  for  thee,  that 
we  may  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  as  v/e 
have  seen  thee  in  the  sanctuary. .g' 

In  thee,  O  God,  do  we  piit  our  trust,  let  us 
never  be  ashamed  ;  yea  let  none  that  wait  en 
thee  be  ashamed./f 

There  be  mxany  that  say,  who  will  shew 
us  any  good  ?  but,  Lord,  lift  up  the  light  of 
thy  countenance  upon  us,  and  that  shall  put 
gladness  into  our  hearts,  more  than  they  have 
whose  corn  and  wine  increaseth.f 

Hear  our  prayer,  O  Lord,  give  ear  to  our 
supplications  ;  in  thy  faithfulness  answer  us.X: 

b  Gen.  xxxii.  10.  c  Psal.  IxxJii.  25,  26. 

d  Psal.  xlii.  1,  2.      e  Matt.  v.  6.     /Luke  i.  5:^. 
g  Psah  Ixiii.  1,  2,      b  Psal.  xxxl.  1.     i  Psal.  iv.  6,  T. 
k  Psal.  cxliii.  1. 
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And  be  nigh  unto  us  in  all  that  which  we 
call  upon  thee  for  ;  /  for  thou  never  saidst  to 
the  seed  o{  Jacob,  seek  ye  me  in.vain.w 

Let  our  prayer  be  set  forth  before  thee  as 
incense,  and  the  lifting-  up  of  our  hands  be 
acceptable  in  thy  sight  as  the  evening  sacri- 
fice.w 

Lord,  we  know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  we 
ought,  but  let  thy  Spirit  help  our  infirmities, 
and  make  intercession  for  us.o 

Oh,  pour  upon  us  the  Spirit  of  grace  and 
supplication, /z  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  teach- 
ing us  to  cry,  Abba,  Father. (^ 

O  Lord,  open  thou  our  lips,  and  our  mouth 
shall  shew  forth  thy  praise.r 

We  do  not  present  our  supplication  before 
thee  for  our  righteousness  ;s  for  we  are  be- 
fore thee  in  our  trespasses,?  and  cannot  stand 
before  thee  because  of  them  ;  but  we  make 
mention  of  Christ's  righteousness,  even  of 
his  only,  who  is  the  Lord  our  righteousness.?* 

We  come  in  the  name  of  the  Great  High 
Priest,  who  is  passed  into  the  heavens,  Jesus 
the  Son  of  God,  who  was  touched  with  the 
feelings  of  our  infirmities,  and  is  therefore 
able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  those  that 
come  unto  God  by  him.w 

/  Dent.  iv.  7.      m  Isa.  xlv.  19.      n  Psal.  cxli.  2. 
o  Romans  viii.  26.  p  Zech.  xii.  10.  q  Romans  viii.  15. 
r  Psalm  li.  15.     5  Daniel  ix.  l5.     t  Ezra  ix.  13. 
u  Jer.  xxiii.  6.     w  Heb.  iv.  14. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

CovfessiQn^ 

OOUR  GOD  !  we  are  ashamed,  ancl 
blush  to  lift  up  our  faces  before  thee, 
our  God  ;  for  our  iniquities  are  increased 
over  our  head,  and  our  trespass  is  grown  up 
unto  the  heavens.a 

To  us  belong  shame  and  confusion  of  face, 
because  we  have  sinned  against  thee. 3 

Behold  we  are  vile,  what  shall  we  answer 
thee  ?  c  we  will  lay  our  hand  upon  our  mouth, 
and  put  our  mouth  in  the  dust,  if  so  be  there 
may  be  hope,(i  crying  with  the  convicted  le- 
per, unclean,  unclean.e 

If  v/e  justify  ourselves  our  own  mouths 
shall  condemn  us;  if  we  say  we  are  perfect, 
that  also  shall  prove  us  perverse  ;  for  if  thou 
contend  with  us,  we  are  not  able  to  answer 
thee  for  one  of  a  thousand./" 

If  thou  shouldst  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord, 
who  should  stand  !  but  there  is  forgiveness 
with  thee,  that  thou  mayest  be  feared  ;  v/ith 
thee  there  is  mercy,  yea,  with  our  Qod  there 
is  plenteous  redeniption.  g 

Thy  sacrifices,  O  God,  are  a  broken  spirit ; 
a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou 
wilt  not  despise. /f 

a  Ezra  ix.  6.       b  Daniel  ix.8.       c  job  xl.  4. 
f/Lam.  iii.  29.      e  Lev.  xiii.  45.      f}oh  Ix.  3,  20. 
i  Psahn  cxxx.  3,  4,  7.      h  Fsalm  ii.  17. 


16  Confession. 

Thouc^Ii  thou  art  the  high  and  lofty  one, 
that  inhabitest  eternity,  whose  name  is  holy  \i 
though  the  heavens  be  thy  throne  and  the 
earth  thy  footstool-,^^  yet  to  this  man  wilt  thou 
look  tliat  is  poor  and  humble,  of  a  broken  and 
coiiirii -J  spirit,  and  trembleth  at  thy  word,  to 
receive  the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive 
the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones.  Thou  hast 
graciously  assured  us,  though  they  that  cov- 
er their  sins  shall  not  prosper,  yet  those  that 
confess  and  forsake  them,  shall  find  mercy./ 

If  we  say  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  our- 
selves, and  the  truth  is  not  in  w&.m 

Lord,  thou  madest  man  upright,  but  they 
have  sought  many  inventions. tz' 

By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and 
death  by  sin  ;  and  so  death  passes  upon  all 
men,  for  that  all  have  sinned.o 

The  nature  of  man  wis  planted  a  choice 
and  noble  vine,  wholly  a  right  seed,  but  it  is 
become  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  strange 
vine./z 

We  are  by  nature  children  of  wrath, 
because  cliildren  of  disobedience,  even  as 
others. </ 

We  are  all  gone  out  of  tlie  way,  we  are 
aUxgether  become  filthy,  there  is  none  that 
doth  good  ;  no,  not  one.r 

i  Isa.  Ivli.  15.    k  Isa.  Ixvi.  1,  2.    /  Prov.  xxviii.  13. 
':n  IJohn  i.  8.       n  Eccl.  vii.  29.        o  Rom.  v.  12. 
p  Jereni,  ii.  21.      q  Eph.  ii.  2,  3.     r  Psal.  xiv.  3. 
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By  nature  our  understandings  are  darken- 
ed, being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, 
through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  us,  because 
of  the  blindness  of  our  hearts.^ 

The  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  are  fool- 
ishness to  the  natural  man  ;  neither  can  he 
know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  dis- 
cerned.^ 

We  are  wise  to  do  evil,  but  to  do  good  w-e 
have  no  knowledge.zi 

We  have  within  us  a  carnal  mind  which  is 
enmity  against  God  ;  and  is  not  subject  to 
the  lav/  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.w 

And  our  corrupt  hearts  have  been  some- 
times ready  to  say,  v/hat  is  the  Almighty  that 
we  should  serve  him.x 

Every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  our 
hearts  is  evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually  ; 
smd  it  has  been  so  from  our  youth .t/ 

Oh,  how  long  have  vain  thoughts  lodged 
within  us  !  2 

Of  the  rock  that  begat  us  we  have  been  un- 
mindful ;«  and  have  forgotten  the  God  that 
formed  us; 6  we  have  forgotten  him  days 
Vv'ithout  numiber,  and  our  hearts  have  walked 
after  vanity.  We  have  set  those  affections  on 
things  beneath,  which  should  have  been  set 
on  things  above. c 

s  Eph.  iv.  18.       t  1  Cor.  il.  14.       u  Jer.  iv.  22. 
nv  Rom.  viii.  7.       '^'  Job  xxi.  15.      y  Gen.  vi.  5. 
z  Jer.  iv.  14.       a  Deut.  xxxii.  18.     b  Jer.  ii.  32. 
t  Colo£3iu,;i5  iii-  2. 
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We  have  followed  after  lying  vanities,  and 
forsaken  our  own  mercies  \d — have  forsaken 
the  fountain  of  living-  waters,  for  cisterns,  bro- 
ken cisterns,  that  can  hold  no  water.e 

We  have  a  law  in  our  members,  warring 
against  the  law  of  our  minds,  and  bringing  us 
into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin,  that  is  in  our 
members  ;/  so  that  when  we  would  do  good, 
evil  is  present  with  us.  We  acknowledge 
that  by  nature  we  are  dead  in  sin,^  and  that 
there  dwelleth  no  good  thing  in  us./z 

W^e  have  witiiin  us  an  evil  heart  of  unbe- 
lief, which  inclines  us  to  depart  from  thee 
the  living  God.? 

We  are  carnal,  and  sold  under  sin.A- 

Our  hearts  are  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  desperately  wicked,  who  can  know 
them  ?  / 

We  have  been  as  fig-trees  planted  in  the 
vineyard,  and  thou  hast  come  many  years, 
seeking  fruit  from  us,  but  hast  found  none  ;  m 
and  therefore  we  might  justly  be  cut  down, 
and  cast  into  the  fire  for  cumbering  the 
ground. 72 

Thou  hast  come  looking  for  grapes,  but  be- 
hold wild  wrapes  ;  for  we  have  been  empty 
vines,  bringing  forth  fruit  unto  ourselves.o 

f/Joiiah  ii.  8.     cJere.H.  13.    /Rom.  viii.  21,  23. 
^  Eph.  ii  5        h  Rom.  vii.  18.       i  Heb.  iii.  12. 
i  Rom.  vii.  14.     /  Jerem.  xvii.  9.    m  Lukexiii,6,  T: 
n  Matt.  iii.  10.     o  Isaiah  v.  4. 


Confession.  19 

We  have  known  to  do  good  and  have  not 
done  it  ;  therefore  deserve  the  doom  of  the 
wicked  and  slothful  servant. /^ 

We  have  been  unfaithful  stev/ards,  that 
have  wasted  our  Lord's  goods. (7 

We  have  cast  oft' fear  and  restrained  prayer 
before  God.r 

We  have  sinned,  Father,  against  heaven 
and  before  thee  ;  s  we  have  all  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God  ;  2^  for  the 
God  in  whose  hand  our  breath  is  and  whose 
are  all  our  ways,  have  we  not  glorihed.w 

Against  thee,  thee  only  have  we  sinned  and 
have  done  much  evil  in  thy  sight ;  w  neither 
have  we  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  our 
God,  to  walk  in  his  laws,  which  he  hath  set 
before  us,jr  tliough  they  are  holy,  just,  and 
good.i/ 

In  many  things  we  all  offendjZ  and  our  ini- 
quities are  more  than  the  hairs  of  our  head.a 

We  have  all  reason  to  be  humbled  for  the 
pride  of  our  hearts,^  that  we  have  thought  of 
ourselves  above  what  is  meet  ;  c  and  have 
not  tliought  soberly  nor  walked  humbly  with 
our  God.f/ 

Our  conversation  has  not  been  without 
covetousness ;  c  nor   have   learned  in    every 

p  Matt.  XXV.  18.  26.     q  Luke  xvi   1.     r  Job  xv.  4. 
s  Luke  XV.  18.     t  ilom.  iii.  23.     u  Daniel  v.  23. 
iv  Psalm  li.  4.     X  Daniel  ix.  10.     y  Rom.  vii.  12. 
z  James  iii.  2.     a  Psal.  xl.  12.     h  2  Cor.  xxxii,  2S, 
€  Rom.  xii.  3.       d  Mich,  \^i.  S.      t  Heie,  xiii.  5. 
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Btate  to  be  content  v/ilh  such   things   as  we 
have./ 

"We  have  made  provision  for  the  flesh,  to 
fulfil  the  lusts  of  it  \g  even  those  lusts  which 
war  against  the  soul,/z  and  in  many  instances 
have  acted  as  if  v.-e  had  been  lovers  of  pleas-> 
lire  more  than  lovers  of  God./ 

We  have  put  far  from  us  the  evil  day.A' 

We  have  been  ready  to  trust  in  uncertain 
riches,  more  tlian  in  the  living  God  ;  /  to  say 
to  gold  thou  art  our  hope,  and  to  the  fine  gold 
thou  art  our  confidence.//^ 

We  have  either  despised  the  chastening  of 
the  Lord,  or  fainted  when  we  have  t3ccn  re- 
buked of  him. w 

We  have  been  desirous  of  vain  glory,  pro- 
voking one  another,  envying  one  another  ;  o 
when  v/e  should  have  considered  one  another 
to  provoke  unto  love  and  to  good  works. /i 

W^e  have  been  slothful  in  the  business  of 
religion  and  not  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the 
i.ord.^ 

Oar  fcodness  hath  been  as  the  morning 
cloud,  and  the  early  dew,  Avhich  soon  passeth 
away.?' 

Oh,  that  sin  may  appear  sin  to  us,  may  ap- 
pear in  its  own  colors,  and  that  by  the  com- 

y'Phil  IV.  11.  g  Rom.  xiil  14.  /)  1  Pet.  ii.  11. 
/  2  Tim.  hi.  4.  k  Amos  vi.  3-  /I  Tim.  vi.  17. 
w  Job  xxxi.  24.  n  Piov.  iii-  U.  o  Gal.  v.  26. 
t  Hf.b.  X.  24.       q  Kom.  xii.  11-     r  Hoseavi.  4. 
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mandment  we  may  see  it  to  be  exceeding- 
sinful  ;  s  because  it  is  the  transgression  of 
the  law.? 

By  every  wilful  sin  we  have  in  effect  said, 
we  M'ill  not  have  this  inan  to  reign  over  us  ;  ic 
and  who  is  the  Lord  that  we  should  obey  his 
voice  ?  w  O  God,  thou  knowest  our  foolish- 
ness, and  our  sins  are  not  hid  from  thee  ;.r 
we  were  foolish  in  being  disobedient,?/  and  our 
lust  are  foolish  and  hurtful. 2: 

Our  way  hath  been  our  iolh/^a  and  in  many 
insfences  we  have  done  foolishly,  very  fool- 
'ishly.d  ^ 
.  Sin  hath  deceived  us,  for  our  hearts  have 
been  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of 
sin  ;  c  and  we  have  been  drawn  avv^ay  of  our 
own  lusts  and  enticed.o? 

By  breaking  the  law  we  have  dishonored 
God,e  and  have  provoked  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel  to  anger./ 

We  have  grieved  the  holy  Spirit  of  God, 
by  whom  we  are  sealed  to  the  day  of  redemp- 
tion.,§• 

Our  sins  have  separated  between  us  and 
God//  and  have  kept  good  things  from  us,  and 


s  R.om.  vii.  13      t  \  John  iii  4.     ti  Luke  xix.  14, 
w  Exod.  V.  2       X  Psalm  Ixix.  5       y  Titus  iii.  3. 
Z  1  Tim.  vi.  ix.   a  Psa.  xlix    13     b2  Sam.  xxiv.  10. 
c  Heb-  iii.  13.     d  James  i.  14      e  Rom.  ii.  23 
y  Isaiah  i.  4»    |"  Ephesians  iv.  30-     h  Isaiah  ILx.  2. 
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by  them  our  minds  and  consciences  hav^ 
been  defiled.? 

We  bewail  before  thee  all  our  sins  and 
transgressions.  We  have  known  our  Mas- 
ter's v.'ill,  but  b.ave  not  done  it,  and  therefore 
deserve  to  be  beaten  with  many  stripes.A- 

For  we  have  dishonored  that  worthy  name 
by  v.hich  we  are  called,  and  eiven  great  oc^ 
casion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  bias-? 
phenne./ 

We  have  named  the  name  of  Christ,  and 
yet  have  not  departed  from  iniquity.^ 

Thou  hast  nourished  and  brought  us  up  as 
children,  but  we  have  rebelled  against  thee.7i 

We  have  ill  requited  thee,  O  Lord,  as  a 
foolish  people  and  unwise.o 

Thou  art  our  Father,  that  made  us  and 
bought  us  ;  yet  we  have  not  rendered  again 
according  to  the  benefits  done  unto  us./? 

Thou  hast  stricken  us,  but  we  have  net 
grieved  ;  we  have  refused  to  receive  correc- 
tion, and  have  made  our  faces  harder  than  n 
rock  ;  g  and  the  rod  hath  not  driven  the  fool- 
ishness out  of  our  hearts.r 

And  when  thy  hand  has  been  lifted  up, 
we  have  not  seen  it.s 

And  now,  O   our  God,  what  shall  we  say 

i  Titus  i.   15.     k  Luke  xii.  47.     /  2  Sam.  xii.  14. 
in  2  Tim.  ii.  19.     n  Isaiah  i   3      o  Deut  xxxii    6- 
p  2  Chron.  xxxii   25.  (7  Jere.  v.  3.   r  Prov,  xxii,  IS. 
-  Isaiah  xxvi    11. 
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we  have  forsaken  thy  com- 
mandments ;  t  v/e  have  sinned,  what  shall 
we  do  unto  thee,  O  thou  preserver  of  men  ?  u 

Thou  mighlest  justly  swear  in  thy  wraith, 
that  we  should  never  enter  into  thy  rest.w 

Thou  art  just  in  whatever  thou  art  pleased 
to  lay  upon  us  ;  for  thou  hast  done  right,  but 
we  have  done  wickedly.^ 

Nay,  thou  our  God  hast  punished  us  less 
than  our  iniquities  have  deserved.?/ 

I'hou  therefore  shalt  be  justified,  when 
thou  speakest,  and  clear  Vvdien  thou  judgest ;  z 
and  we  will  accept  of  the  punishment  of  our 
iniquity,??  and  humble  ourselves  under  thy 
mighty  hand,6  and  say,  the  Lord  is  right- 
eous.c 

Oh,  the  riches  of  the  patience  and  forbear- 
ance of  God  1  d  how  long-suffering  is  he  to 
US-ward,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish, 
but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance.e 

Thou  hast  not  dealt  with  us  according  to 
our  sins,  nor  rewarded  us  after  our  iniquities,/ 
but  thou  waitest  to  be  gracious  to  us.^ 

And,  oh,  that  this  goodness  of  God  might 
lead  us  to  repentance. A 

Wherefore  we  a.bhor  ourselves,  and  repent 
in  dust  and  ashes.i 

^Ezraix   10.      zi  Job.  vii.  20.      w  Psal   xcv   11. 
A^Neh.ix    33,      j/Ezraix.  13.       g  Psahn  li.  4 
a  Lev.  xxvi  41        hi  Pet  v.  6      c  2  Chron  xii.  6. 
dYLova  ii.  4      e  2  Pet   iii  9     /Psalm  ciii.  10 
S  Isaiah  xxx.  IS.     h  P».om.  ii,  4.      i  Job  xlU  6. 
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Oh,  that  our  heads  were  waters,  and  oiip 
eyes  fountains  of  tears,  that  we  might  weep 
day  and  night  for  our  transgressions./t 

Our  iniquities  are  gone  over  our  heads  as 
a  heavy  burden,  they  are  too  heavy  for  us  \l 
but  weary  and  heavy  laden  under  this  burden, 
we  come  to  Christ,  who  has  promised  that  in 
hmi  we  shall  find  rest  to  our  souls.m 

Oh,  that  knowing,  every  man,  the  plar-ue 
ot  his  own  heait.7i  we  may  look  unto  hTm, 
whom  we  have  pierced  by  our  sins,  and  may 
mourn,  and  be  in  bitterness  for  them,  as  one 
tnat  is  in  bitterness  for  a  first-born  ;  o  that  we 
may  sorrow  after  a  godly  sort,  with  that  sor- 
row which  worketh  repentarxce  unto  salvation 
TiOt  to  be  repented  of. /z 

And,  oh,  that  we  may  bring  forth  fruits 
meet  for  repentance.^ 

k  Jerern   ix.  1.  /  Psalm  xxxviii.  4 

m  Matt,  xi   29.    n  1  Kings  viii.  38.    o  Zech.  xii.  10. 
p  ^  Cormthians  vii.  10.        q  Matt.  iii.  8. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

Petition. 

LORD,  all  our  desire  is  before  thee,  and 
our  groaning  is  not  hid  from  thee  \a 
even  the  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered  : 
for  he  that  searcheth  the  heart  knoweth  what 
is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit. (5 

Lord,  we  come  to  thee,  as  the  poor  publi- 
can, that  stood  afar  off,  and  would  not  so  much 
as  lift  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  but  smote  upon 
his  breast  :  and  we  pray  his  prayer,  God  be 
merciful  to  us  sinners.c 

The  God  of  infinite  mercy  be  merciful  vm- 
to  us.  Oh,  wash  us  thoroughly  from  our  ini- 
quity, and  cleanse  us  from  our  sin,  for  we 
acknowledge  our  transgressions,  and  our  sin 
is  ever  before  us.c? 

Oh,purge  us  with  hysopandwe  shall  be  clean^ 
wash  us  and  we  shall  be  whiter  than  snow  J 
hide  thy  face  from  our  sins,  and  blot  out  our 
iniquities.  Be  thou  merciful  to  our  unright- 
eousness, and  our  sins  and  our  iniquities  do 
thou  remember  no  more.e 

Let  us  be  justified  freely  by  thy  grace,/ 
through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jesus.  Blot 

c-:  Psalm  xxxviiL  9.  b  R.om,  viii.  26,  27. 

<?Lukexvvi   13    c/ Psalm  ii.  2,3,  r.  eHeb.  viii,  13-. 
/Rom.  ill.  21. 
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out  as  a  cloud  our  transgressions,  and  as  a 
thick  cloud  our  sins.g- 

Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  servants, 
O  Lord,  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no  flesh  living- 
be  justified./i 

Take  away  all  our  iniquity,  and  receive  us 
graciously  ;  heal  our  backslidings,  and  love 
us  freely,  and  let  thine  anger  be  turned  away 
from  us.z 

Thou  Lord  art  good,  and  ready  to  forgive  ;A- 
and  rich  in  mercy  to  all  them  that  call  upon 
thee.  Thou  art  a  God  full  of  compassion, 
and  gracious,  long-suffering  and  plenteous  in 
mercy  and  truth.  For  who  is  a  God  like  un- 
to thee,  that  pardonest  iniquity,  and  passest 
by  the  transgression  of  the  remnant  of  thine 
heritage  ;  who  retainest  not  thine  anger  for 
ever,  because  thou  delightest  in  mercy.  O  h, 
that  thou  wouldst  have  compassion  upon  us, 
and  subdue  our  iniquities,  and  cast  all  our 
sins  into  the  depth  of  the  sea./ 

We  have  sinned,  but  we  have  an  advocate 
with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous, 
who  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not 
for  ours  only,  but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world. 7;i 

We  desire  to  count  every  thing  loss  for 
Christ,  that  we  may  win  him,  and  be  found 

^  Isa  xliv   22.     /6  Psalm  cxliii   2.     /  Hos.  xiv.  4, 
k  Psalm  Ixxxvi   5,  15,         /  Mic-  vii.  18,  19. 
rn.  1  johix  ii.  1,  2, 
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in  him,  not  having  our  own  righteousness, 
but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ.rz 

To  thee,  Lord  our  God,  belong  mercies 
and  forgiveness,  though  we  have  rebelled 
against  thee.o 

For  thy  name's  sake,  O  Lord,  pardon  our 
iniquity,  for  it  is  great./? 

For  innumerable  evils  have  compassed  U5 
about,  our  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  us, 
so  that  we  are  not  able  to  look  up.  Be  pleas- 
ed, O  Lord,  to  deliver  us  ;  O  Lord,  make 
haste  to  help  us.5' 

Oh,  let  us  have  the  blessedness  of  those, 
whose  transgression  is  forgiveH,  and  whose  sin 
is  covered  ;  of  that  man  unto  whom  the  Lord 
imputeth  not  iniquity,  and  in  whose  spirit 
there  is  no  guile  .r 

Oh,  let  us  have  redemption  thro'  Christ's 
blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  according 
to  the  riches  of  thy  grace.  Being  justified 
by  faith,  let  us  have  peace  with  God,  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thiough  him  let 
us  have  access  into  that  grace,  wherein  be- 
lievers stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God.? 

Oh,  let  us  acquaint  ourselves  with  thee, 
and  be  at  peace,  that  thereby  good  may  come 
unto  us.f 

n  Phil   iii.  7,  8,  9.  o  Dan  ix.  8.  />  Psalm  xxv.  11, 
q  Psalm  xl   12,  13.         r  Psalm  xxxii.  1,  2, 
*  Rom,  viii.  1,  2,  t  Job  xxii,  21. 


28  Petition, 

Heal  us,  and  we  shall  be  healed  ;  save  us, 
arxfl  v/e  shall  be  saved  ;  for  thou  art  our 
praise. 7-i 

Be  not  angry  with  us  for  ever,  but  receive 
ciis  again,  that  thy  people  may  rejoice  in  thee. 
Shew  us  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  and  grant  us  thy 
salvation.w 

Be  thou  to  us  a  God,  and  take  us  to  be  to 
-thee  a  people,:c-  and  make  us  a  willing  people 
in  the  day  of  thy  power.z/ 

We  intreat  thy  favor,  O  God,  with  our 
whole  hearts  ;z  be  merciful  to  us  according 
to  tliy  word  ;  for  in  thy  favor  is  life,  yea,  thy 
loving-kindness  is  better  than  life  itself  a 

Lord  make  thy  face  to  shine  upon  us  and 
be  gracious  unto  us.  Lord  lift  up  the  light  of 
thy  countenance  upon  us  and  give  us  peace. 6 

O  God,  be  merciful  unto  us,_and  bless  usj 
and  cause  thy  face  to  shine  upon  us.c 

The  Lord  that  made  heaven  and  earth, 
bless  us  out  of  Zion  ',d  bless  us  with  all  spirits 
ual  blessings  in  heavenly  things  by  Chri'-;t 
Jesus.e 

Oh,  that  thou  wouldst  bless  us  indeed./ 

Command  the  blessing  upon  us,  even  life 
for  ever  more  :g  for  thou  blessest,  O  Lord, 
and  it  shall  be  blessed. /z 

7;  Jer,  xvii.  14.  w  Psal  Ixxxv  5, 6    xHcbviii  10 
V  Psalm  ex.  3.     zPsal.  cxix.  5^,     a  Psal.  Ixiii.  3. 
'/.'  Numb.  vi.  25,  26.  cPsal.  Ixvii.  1.  rfPsal'  cxxxiv.  f;. 
^  En'ii  i  3    fl  Chron    iv.  10.  ^  Psahii  cxxxiii.  .3. 
>'  i'Cbron."xvii.  27. 


Pethwit,  29 

Hast  thou  but  cne  blessing-  ?  yea,  thou  hast 
TTiaiiy  blessings ;  bless  us,  even  us,  O  our 
Fatheri 

Oh,  cast  us  not  away  from  thy  presence, 
nor  ever  take  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us./?: 

Let  the  biood  of  Christ,  who  through  the 
eternal  Spirit  oiTered  himself  without  spot  to 
God,  purge  our  consciences  from  dead  works, 
to  serve  the  living  God./ 

Let  thy  Spirit  vvitness  with  our  spirit,  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God,  and  if  children, 
then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
Christ,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  unde- 
liled  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in 
lieaven  for  us.m 

The  Lord  of  peace  give  us  peace,  that 
peace  which  Jesus  Christ  hath  left  us,  such 
a  peace  as  the  world  can  neither  give,  nor 
take  away .72 

Let  the  peace  of  God,  v/hich  passeth  all 
;  ivieistaniling,  keep  our  hearts  and  minds 
;Liough  Christ  Jesus  ;o  and  let  that  peace 
rule  in  our  hearts  unto  v/hich  we  are  calied./j 

Now  the  God  of  hope  fill  us  with  all  joy 
aiid  peace  in  befievins^,  that  we  may  abound 
lii  hope  through  the  power  of  the  Koly 
(ihost.^ 

iGen.  x?:vli    38.     k  Psahn  li,  11.     /  Heb.  ix,  14, 
'ni  Rom,  viii.  16,  17.  and  1  Peter  i    4. 
■a  J-'hnxiv,  27.     o  Phil.  jv.  7.     p  Col,  lii.  15. 
V'  Pvom.  sv   ^3. 

C    2 
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We  come  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we 
may  obtain  not  onlv  mercy  to  pardon,  but 
grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need.r 

From  the  fuhiess  that  is  in  Jesus  Christ,  in 
whom  it  pleased  the  Father  that  all  fulness 
should  dwell,*  let  every  one  of  us  receive  ; 
and  grace  for  grace. ^ 

Oh,  let  no  iniquity  have  dominion  over  us, 
because  we  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
grace. ?t 

But  being  made  free  from  sin,  let  us  be- 
come the  servants  of  righteousness.w 

Let  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus,  make  us  free  from  the  law  of 
sin  and  death. jc 

Give  us  grace  to  put  off  the  old  man,  which 
is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lusts,  that 
we  may  put  on  the  new  man,  wdiich  after 
God  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true  ho- 
liness.^ 

We  pray  that  we  may  not  enter  into  temp- 
tation :r  or  however  that  no  temptation  ma^^ 
take  us,  but  such  as  is  common  to  men,  and 
let  the  faithful  God  never  suffer  us  to  be 
tempted  above  what  we  are  able,  but  vvith  the 
temptation  make  way  for  us  to  escape.a 

Let  Christ  be  made  of  God  to  us,  not  only 

r  Heb   iv.  16.         s  Col.  i.  19.         f  John  i.  16- 
u  Rom,  vi.  l4       -w  Rem.  vi    18.     x  Rom.  viii   2« 
y  Eph.  iv.  22,  24.  z  MiUt.  -\.xvi.  41. 

a  X  Cor.  X.  13. 
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righteousness,  but  wisdom,  sanctiiicatiors;  aiid 
redemption  ,6 

Let  us  be  planted  tog;ether  in  the  likeness 
of  Christ's  death  and  resurrection  ;  that  as  he 
was  raised  from  the  dead  by  the  gioi-y  of  the 
Father,  so  we  also  may  walk  in  nev/ness  of 
life.c 

Lord,  teach  transc^rtsscrs  thy  v/ays,  a^d 
let  sinners  be  converted  unto  tliee  ;a  and  let 
the  disobedient  be  turned  to  the  v/isdom  of 
the  just.e 

Let  those  be  quickened  who  are  yet  dead 
in  trespasses  and  sins/ 

Open  their  eyes,  and  turn  them  from  dark- 
ness to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forg-iveness 
of  sins,  and  an  inheritance  among  them,  who 
are  sanctified.^- 

Fulfil  in  us  all  the  good  pleasure  of  thy 
g-oodness,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power. A 

Lord,  let  thy  grace  be  sufficient  for  us,  and 
let  thy  strength  be  made  perfect  in  Aveakness, 
that  when  M^e  are  weak,  then  we  may  be 
strong,/  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  the  power  of 
his  might.A- 

Give  us  all  to  know  thee,  from  the  least 
even  unto  the  greatest  ',1  and  so  to  know  thee, 

b  1  Cor.  i.  30.     c  Rom.  vi.  4.     d  Psalm  li.  13. 
(^  Luke  i.  17      /Eph.  ii    1.      ^  Acts  xxvi  18 
/.  2  Ties'?,  i.  11.     i  2  Cor.  xu.  9,  10.    k  Eph.  vi.  1». 
nieb.viii.  U, 
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t'le  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whoin 
thou  hast  sent,  as  may  be  eternal  life  vmto  us.7h 

Open  thou  our  eyes,  that  we  may  see  won- 
derous  things  out  of  thy  law  and  gospel .7z 

Let  the  Spirit  of  truth  guide  us  into  all 
truth,o  and  cause  us  to  understand  wherein 
we  have  erred ./z 

I>ord,  grant  that  v/e  may  not  be  as  childrer. 
tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  ev- 
ery wind  of  doctrine  by  the  slight  of  men  ; 
but  speaking  the  truth  in  love,  may  grov/  up 
into  Christ  in  all  things,  who  is  the  liead.y 

Lord,  let  thy  Spirit  teach  us  all  things, 
and  bring  all  things  to  our  remembrance, 
whatsoever  thou  hast  said  unto  us  ;r  that  the 
vvoiy]  of  Christ  may  dwell  richly  in  us,  in  all 
"cl  spiritual  understanding..? 
•ive  us  a  wise  and  understandii;; 
lieai  t,t  that  wisdom  which  in  all  cases  is  pro- 
fitable to  direct.  Oh,  that  we  may  be  filled 
with  the  knowledge  of  thy  v/ill  in  all  wisdom 
and  spiritual  understandirig  ;  that  we  m;>y 
^.i.;ik  V  onhy  of  God  unto  all  pleasing,  being 
friiitinl  in  every  good  work,  and  increasing 
in  the  knowledge  of  God.w 

Order  our  steps  by  thy  word,  and  let  no 
iiiiru'.ity  have  dominion  over  us.'zl» 

Ti  jjiin  xvii.  3.  n  Psahn  cxix.  18.  o  John  xvl  1 
p  Job  \\.  24.    aEph.  iv.  14,  15.     r  John  xiv.  26. 

*  C-'    ■  ■.    16     Vl  Kino-siii.  9.     w  Col   i.  9,  IQ. 
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Create  in  us  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and  re- 
new a  right  spirit  within  us ;  and  cast  us  not 
away  from  thy  presence,  and  take  not  thy 
Holy  Spirit  away  from  us  ;  restore  unto  us 
the  joy  of  thy  salvation,  and  uphold  us  with 
thy  free  Spirit.:c 

VVrite  thy  law  in  our  hearts,  and  put  it  in 
our  inward  parts. y 

May  we  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  God,  and 
delight  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward 
man.r 

Unto  us.  Lord,  let  it  be  given  to  believe  ; 
^or  the  faith  by  which  we  are  saved  is  not  of 
ourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God. c 

Lord,  increase  our  faith,i5  and  perfect  what 
is  lacking  in  it,c  that  we  may  be  strong  in 
faith  giving  glory  to  God.rf 

We  beseech  thee  work  in  hs  that  faith, 
-%vhich  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
and  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,?  by  which 
we  may  look  above  the  things  that  are  seen, 
Ihat  are  temporal,  and  may  look  at  the  things 
that  are  not  seen,  that  are  eternal/' 

Wilt  thou  work  in  us  to  will  and  to  do.^ 

May  Ave  have  that  faith  which  overcometh 
the  world,A  and  that  hope  which  is  an  anchor 
to  the  soul  sure  and  stedfast.z 

X  Psal.  li   10, 11,  12  y  Heb.  viii   iO. 

Z  RoiTi   vii.  22.       a  Eph,  ii    8.       b  Luke  xvii.  5. 
c  IThess  iii    10.     d  Rom.  iv.  20.      e  Heb.  xi.  1. 
/2  Cor.  iv    18.    g  Phil.  ii.  13.     h  1  John  v   4. 
i  HeUrews  vi.  19." 
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May  we  be  watchful  against  all  sin,  and 
abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil.A- 

Let  our  hearts  be  purified  by  faith./ 

(^h,  put  thy  fear  into  our  hearts,  that  wc 
may  never  depart  from  tliee.??: 

Let  us  all  be  devoted  to  thy  fear  ;n  and  let 
lis  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long.o 

Give  us  grace  we  beseech  thee,  to  love  the 
Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart,  Avhich  is  the 
first  and  great  commandment./^ 

Oh,  that  the  love  of  God  may  be  shed  a- 
broad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 7 

Oh,  that  Jesus  Christ  may  be  precious  to 
us,r  as  he  is  precious  to  all  that  believe,  that 
he  may  be  in  our  account  the  chiefest  among 
ten  thousand,  and  altogether  lovely,  and  that 
he  may  be  our  beloved  and  our  friend  :s  that 
though  we  have  not  seen  him,  yet  we  may 
love  him  ;  and  though  we  now  see  him  not, 
yet  believing,  we  may  rejoice  with  joy  un- 
speakable and  full  of  glory. r 

Lord  take  away  the  stony  heart  out  of  our 
flesh,  and  give  us  a  heart  of  flesh.w 

Lord,  give  us  to  love  our  neighbor  as  our- 
selves, with  that  love  which  is  the  fulfilling 
the  laWjiy  to  love   one  another   with  a  pure 


k  1  Thess.  V.  22.  /  Acts  xv    9.     777  Jer   xxxii,  40. 
n  Psal.  cxix  38    o  Prov,  xxiii.  17-  p  Matt,  xxii  37. 
q  Rom-  V    5.      r  1  Pet.  ii.  7.      s  Cant    v   10.  16. 
t  1  Pet.  i.  8.     u  Ezek.  xi.  19.     -w  Rom.  xiii.  9,  10. 
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lieart  fervently,.r  that  thereby  all  men  may 
know  that  we  are  Christ's  disciples.y 

And  as  we  are  taught  of  God  to  love  one 
another,  give  us  to  abound  therein  more  and 
more  ;z  and  as  we  have  an  opportunity  to  do 
good  to  all  men  \a  and  as  much  as  in  us  lies 
to  live  peaceably  with  all  men,  always  follow- 
mg  after  the  things  that  make  for  peace,  and 
things  wherewith  one  may  edify  another. 6 

Lord,  make  us  able  to  love  our  enemies, 
to  bless  them  that  curse  us,  and  to  pray  for 
them  that  despitefully  use  us,  and  to  do  good 
to  them  that  hate  us,  forbearing  one  another, 
and  forgiving  one  another  in  love,c  as  Christ 
forgave  us.  Lord,  give  us  grace  to  deny  our- 
selves, to  take  up  our  cross  daily,  and  to  fol- 
low Christ  \d  to  keep  under  the  body,  anu 
bring  it  into  subjection. c 

Lord,  keep  us  from  being  lovers  of  our 
own  selves,y  from  being  wise  in  our  own 
conceit,  and  leaning  to  our  own  understand- 
ing.5- 

Lord,  give  us  all  to  learn  of  Christ,  to  be 
meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  that  vre  may  f  nd 
rest  to  our  souls  -Ji  and  that  herein  the  same 
mind  m.ay  be  in  us,  that  was  in  Christ  Jesus.£ 

Lord,  hide  pride   from  us,   and  clothe  us 

X  1  Pet.  i  22.  7  John  xili  35.  z  1  Thess.  iv.  9, 10. 
a  Gal.  vi  10        b  Rom.  xii.  18        c  Matt  v.  44. 
t/Matt.  xvi   24<.       e  1  Cor   ix   2r.   /2  Tim.  iii.  C. 
^  Prov,  iil.  J,  7.      b  Matt,  xi,  29.      i  Phil.  ii.  5. 
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"vviih  luimility/,  and  put  upon  us  the  orEa- 
rnent  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  -which  in 
thy  sight  is  of  great  price. ;« 

Lord,  give  us  grace  to  walk  worthy  the  vo- 
cation, wherewith  we  are  called,  with  all  low- 
liness and  meekness,  with  long-suffering, 
forbearing  one  another  in  love.n 

Loi-d,  teach  r.s  whatsoever  state  we  are  in, 
therewith  to  be  content.  Lord,  grant  that  our 
conversation  may  be  v/ithout  covetousness  ; 
and  we  may  always  be  content  with  such 
things  as  we  have.o 

Enable  us  in  patience  to  possess  our  souls./? 

Let  patience  work  experience  in  us,  and  ex- 
perience hope,  such  a  hope  as  maketh  not 
ashamed. y 

We  pray  God,  that  we  may  do  no  evil,  but 
be  blameless  and  harmless  as  the  children  of 
God,r  without  rebuke  in  the  midst  of  a  crook- 
ed and  perverse  generation. s 

Oh,  cleanse  ns  from  secret  faults,  keep 
back  thy  servants  also  from  presumptuous 
sins ;  let  them  not  have  dominion  over 
us.? 

Let  thy  word  be  hid  in  our  hearts  that 
we  may  not  sin  against  thee,?i  and  thy  grace 
be  at  all  times  sufficient  for  us,w  and  mighty 

/  Job  xxxiii.  17.  ml  Pet   iii.  4. 

R  Eph.  iv.  1,  2       o  Heb   xiii.  5        /?  Luke  xxi   19. 
q  Rom  V  4,  5.      r  2  Cor.  xiii.  7.      s  Phil  ii   13 
/  Psalm  xix.  12.  a  Psahu  cxis  11.    iv  2  Ccr.  xii  9. 
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in  us  ;  arid  never  give  us  up  toour  own  heart's 
lust,  to  walk  in  our  ov/n  counsels.* 

Enable  us  to  walk  circuiuspectly,  not  as 
fools,  but  as  wise,t  that  we  may  cut  ofF  occa- 
sion from  them,  who  desire  occasion  to  blas- 
pheme that  worthy  name  by  which  we  arc 
called  \oc  and  with  well  doing  may  put  to  si- 
lence the  ignorance  of  foolish  men.v  and 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all 
things.z 

Lord,  enable  us  to  take  heed  to  our  ways, 
that  we  offend  not  with  our  tongue.« 

Thou  hast  said,  if  any  man  lack  wisdom, 
he  must  ask  it  of  God,  who  gives  to  all  men 
liberally,  and  upbraideth  not,  and  it  shall  be 
given  him  -.b  Lord,  we  want  wisdom,  make 
us  wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves.c 

Oh,  that  v/e  may  always  have  our  conver- 
sation in  the  world  in  simplicity  and  godly 
sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the 
grace  of  God.!^ 

Let  all  in  every  relation  dwell  together  in 
unity,  that  it  may  be  as  the  dew  of  Hermon, 
and  as  the  dew  that  descends  upon  the  moun- 
tains of  Zion.e 

Oh,  that  we  may  dwell  together  as  joint 
heirs  of  the  grace  of  life,  that  our  prayers 
may  not  be  hindered./ 

*  Psalm  Ixxxi.  12.  f  Eph.  v.  Vj.    x2  Cor.  xi  12. 
y  1  Pet  ii.  13.       z  Titus  ii   10.       a  Psal.  xxxix   1. 
'i>  James  i.  5.        c  Matt.  x.  16.       d  2  Cor   i.  12. 
€  Psalm  cxxxiii.  1,  3.  fl  Peter  iii.  7a 
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Oh,  that  our  ways  were  directed  to  keep- 
thy  commandments,  then  shall  we  not  be 
ashamed  v.'hen  we  have  respect  to  them  all.g- 

Lord,  give  us  to  increase  with  the  increas- 
es of  God,A  to  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  \i 
to  hold  on  our  way,  and  having  clean  hands 
to  grov/  stronger  and  stronger.,ir 

Let  our  path  be  as  the  shining  light,  that 
shines  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day./ 

Lord,  quicken  us  to  work  the  works  'of 
him  that  sent  us,  while  it  is  day  ;  because 
the  night  comes  wherein  no  man  can  work  ;?n 
and  what  good  our  hands  find  to  do.  may  we 
do  it  with  all  our  might,  because  there  is  no 
w^ork  or  knowledge  in  the  grave,  whither  we 
are  going.w 

Lord,  grant  that  we  may  never  be  slothful 
in  any  good  business,  but  fervent  in  spirit 
serving  the  Lord.o 

Lord,  enable  us  to  do  the  work  of  every 
day  in  its  day,  according  as  the  duty  of  the 
day  requires  ;/?  redeeming  the  time  because 
the  days  are  evil.7 

Lord  teach  us  to  endure  hardness,  as  good 
boldiers  of  Jesus  Christ ;  r  that  we  may  not 
fear  the  reproach  of  men,  or  their  revilings, 
nor  be  ashamed  of  Christ  or  of  his  words";  s 

g  Psal.  cxix,  5,  6.     h  C®1.  ii.  19.     i  2  Pet  iii  la. 
/  Job  xvii.  9.       /  Prov,  iv.  18.       m  John  ix.  4. 
//  Ectl.  ix,  10.       o  Rom.  xii    11.      p  Ezra  iii.  4. 
.  Eph.  V,  1().       r  2  Tim,  ii.  0.      s  Mark  v-iii.  3S-. 
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knowing  whom  we  have  believed,  even  one, 
who  is  able  to  keep  Avhat  we  have  committed 
to  him  against  that  day.? 

Grant  that  forgetting  the  things  that  are 
behind,  we  may  reach  forth  to  those  things 
that  are  before  for  the  prize  of  the  high  call- 
ing of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.w 

We  know,  that  we  are  born  to  trouble  as 
the  sparks  fly  upward  ;  but  in  six  troubles 
be  pleased  to  deliver  us,  and  in  seven  let  no 
evil  touch  us.w 

Lord,  deliver  us  from  every  evil  work, 
and  preserve  us  unto  thy  heavenly  kingdom, 
being  kept  from  falling,  oc  that  we  may  be 
presented  faultless  at  the  coming  of  thy  glory 
with  exceeding  joy. t/ 

Let  the  eternal  God  be  our  refuge  and, 
underneath  be  the  everlasting  arm.s.z 

Let  us  be  kept  from  the  evil  which  is  in  the 
world,  and  sanctified  through  truth,  thy  word 
is  truth  .a 

Build  us  up,  we  pray  thee,  in  our  most  holy 
faith,  and  keep  us  in  the  love  of  God,  looking- 
for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto 
eternal  Hfe.6 

Lord,  make  us  to  know  our  end,  and  the 
measure  of  our  days^  what  it  is,  that  w-e  may 
knew  and  consider  how  frail  we  are,c  and  that 

t  2  Tim.  i.  12.  u  Phil.  iii.  12,  13,  14. 

IV  Job  V.  7.  19.       X  2  Tim.  iv.  18,      y  Jude  24. 
g'Deut.  xxxiii.  27.  a  John  xvii.  15.   17. 

i  Jude  20,  21.       c  Psalm  xxxix.  4,  5. 
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cur  days  are  as  an  hand  breadth,  and  th.at 
every  man  at  his  best  state,  is  altogether 
vanity,  and  our  days  upon  earth  are  as  a 
shadow,  and  there  is  no  abiding.  Lord,  teach 
us  so  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  ap- 
ply our  hearts  unto  wisdom,  c/  and  make  us 
to  consider  our  latter  end.e 

Make  us  ahvays  ready  with  our  loins  gird- 
ed about,  and  our  lights  burning,  because  the 
Son  of  man  comes  at  an  hour  that  we  think 
not./ 

And  when  we  walk  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  be  thou  v/ith  us,  that  we 
may  fear  no  evil,  let  thy  rod  ^nd  thy  staff' 
comfort  M^.g 

Guide  us  by  thy  counsel,  and  afterward 
receive  us  to  glory.// 

Oh,  that  v/e  may  have  our  conversation  in 
heaven,  that  we  may  from  thence  with  com- 
fort look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus, 
who  shall  change  our  vile  bodies,  that  they 
may  be  fashioned  like  unto  his  glorious 
bodv.z 

Oh,  that  we  may  set  ouraffections  on  things 
that  are  above,  and  that  our  life  may  be  hid 
with  Christ,  in  God,  that  Avhen  Christ,  who 
is  our  life,  shall  appear,  we  alao  may  appear 
with  him  in  glory  .A- 

d  Psalm,  xc.  12.  e  Deut.  xxxii.  29. 

/Luke  xii.  35.  40.  g  Psulni  xxiii.  4. 

b  Psai.  Ixxiil.  24.  i  Phil  iii.  20,  21.  k  Ccl.  iii.  2,3,4. 
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When  we  fail,  let  us  be  received  into  ever- 
lasting habitations,  into  the  city  that  hath 
habitations,  wiiose  builder  and  maker  isj 
God./ 

For  Temporal  mercies. 

THOU,  Lord,  art  our  refuge,  and  cur  fore 
tress,  and  under  thy  wings  will  we  trust,  thy 
truth  shall  be  our  shield  and  buckler  ;  let  us 
therefore  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night, 
nor  for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by  day.  Having 
made  the  Lord  our  refuge,  and  the  Most 
High  our  habitation,  let  no  evil  befal  us,  nor 
any  plague  come  nigh  our  dwellings.^ 

Let  the  Lord  be  our  keeper,  even  he  that 
keepeth  Urad^  and  neither  slumbers  nor 
sleeps./^ 

Lord,  make  a  hedge  about  us,  and  about 
our  houses,  and  about  all  that  we  have,c  and 
take  sickness  away  from  the  midst  of  us.(/ 

Let  us  be  blessed  in  the  city  and  in  the  held, 
in  our  basket  and  in  our  store  ;  let  us  be 
blessed  when  we  come  in,  and  when  we  go 
out.c 

Lord,  let  tliy  good  providence  so  order  all 
events  corjcerningus,  that  they  may  be  made 
to  work  for  good  to  us,  as  thou  hast  promised, 

/  Luke  xvi.  9.  a  Psalm  xci.  2,  4,  9,  10. 

b  Psal.  c:ixi.  4,  5.     c  Job  i.  10.     d  Excd.  xxiii.  25. 
t  Deut.  xxviii.  .3,  5,  C. 
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they  sliall  to  all  that  love  thee,  and  are  called 
accordipg  to  thy  purpose.^ 

Deal  with  us  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  which  is  well  ordered 
in  all  things  and  sure,  and  which  is  all  our 
salvation,  and  all  our  desire.,§' 

Look  upon  us  and  be  merciful  to  us,  as  thou 
usest  to  do  unto  those  that  love  thy  name/z 
and  do  more  for  us  than  we  are  able  to  ask  or 
think,z  and  supply  all  our  needs  according  to 
thy  riches  in  giory  by  Christ  Jesus.A- 

fRo)n.  viii.  28.  g2  Samuel  xxiii,  5. 

k  Paai.  cxix.  J .'32.      i  Eph.  iii.  20.       i  Phil.  iv.  19. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Thanksgiving. 
For  Tanjioral  Mercies. 

LET  our  souls  bless  the  Lord,  and  let  all 
that  is  within  us  bless  his  holy  name  ; 
yea,  let  our  souls  bless  the  Lord,  and  not 
forget  any  of  his  benefits.^ 

it  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord,6  and  to  sing  praises  unto  thy  name,  O 
Most  High,  and  to  shew  forth  thy  loving 
kindness  in  the  morning,  and  thy  faithfulness 
every  night.c 

Thou  art  gracious,  and  full  of  compassion^ 
slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  mercy ,rf  and  hast 
told  us,  that  thou  dost  not  afflict  willingly  ;  or 
grieve  the  children  of  men  ;  but  though  thou 
cause  grief,  yet  thou  wilt  have  compassion 
according  to  the  mjiltitude  of  thy  mercies.^  ^ 

Thou  causest  thy  sun  to  shine  on  the  evil 
and  on  the  good  ;  and  sendest  rain  on  the 
just  and  on  the  unjust./ 

Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness, 
and  thy  paths  drop  fatness.  5- 

Thou  causest  the  grass  to  grow  for  cattle,  ^ 
and  herb  for  the  service  of  man.     Thou  giv- ' 

a  Psal.  ciii.  1,  2.  b  Psal.  cxlvii.  1.  c  Psal  xcii.  1,3, 
d  Psal.  cxlv.  8.  e  Lam.  iii.  32,  33,  /Matt.  v.  45. 
P  Psalm Ixv.  9,10,  11. 
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est  to  all  life  and  breath,  and  all  things^A  and 
the  earth,  O  Lord,  is  full  of  thy  mercy i 

All  creatures  wait  upon  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  give  them  their  meat  in  due  season. A" 

Thou  hast  made  us  of  that  rank  of  beings, 
which  is  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  and  is 
crowned  with  glory  and  honor./ 

Our  bodies  are  capable  of  beiug  the  tem- 
ples of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  our  souls  of  hav- 
ing the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  them  ;  we 
therefore  desire  to  glorify  thee  with  our  bo- 
dies, and  with  our  spirits,  which  are  thine. 7;^ 

We  lay  us  down  and  sleep,  for  thou,  Lord, 
makest  us  to  dwell  in  safety .w 

When  the  sorrows  of  death  have  compas- 
sed us,  and  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  us, 
we  have  called  upon  thy  name,  and  have  found 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious  and  righteous,  yea, 
our  God  is  merciful :  we  have  been  brought 
low,  and  he  hiith  helped  us,  and  delivered  our 
souls  from  death,  our  eyes  from  tears,  and 
our  feet  from  falling  ;  we  will  therefore  walk 
before  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  llving.o 

Blessed  be  God,  v.'ho  daily  loads  us  with 
his  benefits. /i 

Thou  hast  given  us  all  things  richly  to  en- 
joy.^/ and  into  our  hands  hast  brought  plenti- 
fuily.r 

/j  Acts  xvii.  25.     /  Psal.  cx5x  f4.    <f  Tsal  civ.  2r 
/  Psal.  viii.  5.     m  1  Cor  vi.  19,  20.     n  Psalm  iii.  5- 
o  Psahn  cxvi.   3,  4,  5,  6,  8.      p  Psahi)  Ixviii-  IS. 
q  1  Tim.  vi.  17.     r  Job  xii.  6. 
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Our  houses  have  been  safe  from  fear,  and 
there  hath  been  no  rod  of  God  upon  us  \s  so 
that  the  voice  of  rejoicing  and  salvation  hath 
been  in  our  tabernacle  from  day  to  day.^ 

We  thank  thee  that  the  Hues  have  fallen 
to  us  in  pleasant  places,  and  that  we  enjoy  a 
goodly  heritage.^ 

When  vve  have  eaten  and  are  full,  we  have 
reason  to  bless  the  Lord  for  the  good  land 
which  thou  hast  given  us  ',w  a  land  which 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  our  God  are  always 
upon,'  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
year.-r 

Thou  makest  peace  in  our  borders  and  fJ- 
lest  us  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat.y- 

For  Spiritual  Mercies, 

BUT  especially  blessed  be  the  God  and 
Fati^r  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all  Spiritual 
blessing  in  heavenly  things,  in  Christ. z 

Oh,  how  wonderfully  did  the  kindness  and 
love  of  God,  our  Saviour,  towards  man  ap- 
pear, not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we 
had  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  sav« 
ed  us  :a  we  had  destroyed  ourselves,  but  in 
thee,  and  thee  only  was  our  help.*^ 

«Jobxsi.9.  ;  Psalm  cxviii  15.  2i  Psal.  xvi  6. 
w  Deut.  viii.  10.  x  Deut  xi.  12  y  Psal,  cxlvii.  14. 
z  Ephcoians  i.  3,     a  Titus  iii-  4,  r^.     b  llosca  xiii.  ih 
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When  tboii  sparedst  not  the  angels  that 
sinned,  but  didst  cast  them  down  to  hell  ;c 
thou  saicfst  concerning  the  race  of  man  de- 
stroy it  not,  for  a  blessing  is  in  li.d 

We  are  bound  to  give  thanks  always  to 
thee,  O  God,  because  thou  hast  from  the  be- 
ginning chosen  some  to  salvation  through 
sanctification  of  the  Spirit  :  e  that  there  is  a 
remnant  according  to  the  election  of  grace,/ 
whom  God  hath  chosen  in  Christ  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  that  they  should  be 
holy^^ 

We  have  great  cause  for  gratitude  and 
praise  that  God  so  loved  the  world,  as  to  give 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  Avhosoever  believes 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting- 
iife.A  ^ 

We  bless  thee  that  as  soon  as  man  had  sin- 
ned, it  was  graciously  promised,  that  the  seed 
of  the  woman  should  bruise  the  serpent's 
head  ;  i  and  that  in  the  Old  Testament  sac- 
rifices, Jesus  Christ  was  the  lamb  slain  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world. >l- 

We  bless  thee  for  the  promise  made  to 
Abraham,  that  in  his  seed  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  should  be  blessed./ 

We  bless  thee  for  all  that  thou  didst  at  sun- 
dry times,  and  in  divers  manners,   speak  in 

c  2  Pet.  ii.  4.     d  Isaiah  Ixv.  8.     e  2  Thes.  ii.  13. 
./'  Rom.  xi.  5.       g  Eph.  i.  4,  5.       h  John  lii.  16. 
/■  Gen.  iii.  1.5.        /Rev   xiii.  8.       /  Gen.  xii.  3. 
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dmes  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,^ 
these  holy  men  of  God  who  spake  as  they 
were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,7z  and  pro- 
phecied  of  the  grace  that  should  come  unto 
us. 

We  bless  thee,  that  when  the  fulness  of 
time  was  come,  thou  didst  send  forth  thy  Son, 
made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to 
redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that 
we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  sons.o 

We  bless  tliee,  that  the  Son  of  man  is 
come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  w^hich  was 
lost  ',p  and  that  for  this  purpose  the  Son  of 
God  was  manifested  ths 
the  works  of  the  devil.y 

Lord,  we  receive  it  as  a  faithful  sRying, 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Je- 
sus came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  even 
the  chief.r 

We  bless  thee,  that  as  forasmuch  as  the 
children  are  partakers  of  flesh  and  blood,  he 
also  himself  took  part  of  the  same  :  that  he 
took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but 
our  nature,  and  w^as  in  all  things  made  like 
unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might  be  a  merci- 
ful and  faithful  High  Priest,  in  things  per- 
taining to  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the 
sins  of  the  people,  and  that  he  is  not  ashamed 
to  call  them  brethren. s 

m  Heb.  i.  1.       n  2  Pet.  i.  21.       o  Gal.  iv.  4. 
p  Lake  xix.  10.       q  1  Johniii.  8.     r  1  Tim,  i    15. 
^  Heb.  ii   14,  16. 
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We  bless  thee,  that  thou  vrast  in  Christ, 
reconciling  the  world  to  thyself,  not  imputing 
their  trespasses  unto  them,  and  that  thou 
hast  committed  unto  us  the  word  of  reconcil- 
iation.t' 

Glory  be  to  God  in  the  highest,  that  in  and 
through  Jesus  Christ  there  is  on  earth  peace 
and  good  will  to  men.z^ 

We  bless  thee,  that  he  hath  left  us  an  ex- 
ample, that  we  should  follow  his  steps,  in  that 
he  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his 
mouth,  and  when  he  was  reviled,  he  reviled 
not  again  ;  rj  and  his  meat  and  drink  was  to 
do  the  will  of  his  Father  ;  x  and  he  was  holy, 
harmless',  undefiled,  separate  from  sinners.?/ 

Oh,  that  we  may  be  armed  with  the  same 
imnd  that  he  was^z  and  we  may  so  walk  as 
he  walked. 

We  praise  thee,  that  Jesus  Christ  came  not 
to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repent- 
ance.a 

We  thank  thee  for  the  gracious  invitations 
he  gave  to  those  who  are  wxary  and  heavy 
laden,  to  come  to  him  for  rest,6  and  for  the 
assurance  he  hath  given,  that  whosoever 
comes  to  him,  he  will  in  no  wise  cast  him 
put :  c  that  he  made  a   gracious  offer,  that 

t  2  Cor.  V.  19.  M  Luke  li.  14.  w  1  Pet  ii,  21, 22, 23- 
xjohn  iv.34.      y  Heb.  vii.  26.       z  1  Pet  iv.  1. 
M  Matt.  ix.  13.      h  Matt,  xi,  28.     c  John  vi.  ZT. 
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^vbosoever  thirsts  might  come  unto  him  and 
(Irijik.f/ 

Ilerehi  indeed  God  commendeth  his  love 
to  us,  in  that  v/hiie  we  were  enemies,  Christ 
died  lor  us,(?  that  we  might  be  reconciled  to 
hira  by  the  death  of  liis  Son../' 

Herein  is  love,  not  that  v/e  loved  God,  but 
that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the, 
propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only,"  "* 
but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  ;  g  that  he 
hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law, 
being  made  a  curse  for  us./z 

We  bless  thee,  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
v/ounded  for  our  transgressions,  and  bruised 
for  our  iniquities  and  the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  was  upon  him,  and  by  his  stripes  we 
are  healed  ;  and  the  Lord  having  laic!  upon 
him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,  it  pleased  the  Lord 
to  bruise  him  and  put  him  to  grief;  i  that  he 
hath  loved  us  and  washed  us  from  our  sins 
in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  unto  our 
God  kings  and  priests.^- 

Worthy  is  the  Lamb,  that  v/as  slain,  to  re- 
ceive power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing  ; 
for  he  was  slain,  and  hath  redeemed  us  to  God 
by  his  blood./ 

We  thank  thee,  that  as  he  was  delivered 

d  John  vii.  37.     eRom.  v.  8.     f\  Johniv.  10. 
?•  1  John  ii.  2.     h  Gal.  iii.  13.      i  Isaiah  liii.  5,  6,  10, 
i  Rev.  i.  5.  6.       /  Rev.  v.  9.  12. 
E 
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foi'  our  oiTer.ces,  so  he  arose  again  for  our 
justiiication,m  anu  was  declared  to  be  the  Son 
of  God  v/ith  power  by  the  resurrection  from 
the  dead./z 

That  though  he  was  dead,  yet  he  is  alive, 
andhves  for  evermore,  and  hath  the  keys  of 
death  and  of  helLo 

We  bless  thee,  that  our  Lord  Jesus  is  as- 
cended to  his  Father  and  our  Father,  to  his 
God  and  cur  God  ;/2  is  ascended  up  on  high, 
having  led  captivity  captive,  and  hath  received 
gifts  for  men,  yea,  even  for  the  rebelHous  also, 
that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them  :  q 
that  as  the  fore-runner  he  is  for  us  entered  in- 
to heaven  itself,r  now  to  appear  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God  for  us:  that  he  is  set  on  the 
right  hand  of  tlie  throne  of  the  Majesty  in 
the  heavens/  angels,  and  authorities, 'and 
povk^ers  being  made  subject  to  him  :  u  that  he 
is  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place  for  us  in  his 
Father's  house,  where  there  are  many  man- 
si  on  s.-ry 

We  thank  thee,  that  having  borne  the  sins- 
of  many  he  makes  intercession  for  transgres- 
sors ;  X  and  prays  not  for  those  only,  that 
were  given  him  when  lie  was  upon  earth,  but 
for  all  that  shall  believe  on  him  through  their 

mRom.iv.  25.      n  Rom.  i.  4.      o  Rev   i.  18 
p  John  XX.  17.       f/I-Val  Ixviii    18.       r  Heb.  vi   20. 
t  Heb.  viii.  1.       u  1  ret.  in.  22-      «,•  Jolin  xiv.  2,  S. 
X  Isa,  liii,  12. 
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word  ;  that  they  all  may  be  one  :  y  that  we 
have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  even  Jesus 
Christ  the  righteous,  who  is  therefore  able  to 
save  to  the  uttermost  all  those  that  come  to 
God  as  a  father  by  him,z  seeing  he  ever  lives, 
making  intercession  .a 

We  thank  thee,  that  because  our  Lord  Je- 
sus liumbled  himself,  and  became  obedient 
unto  deatli,  even  the  death  of  the  cross,  there- 
fore God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given 
him  a  name  above  every  name,  that  at  the 
name  of  Jesus  every  knee  might  bow,  and  ev- 
ery tongue  confe^ss,  tlmt  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father  :  b  that  he  is 
^  ■  >  f  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,c  that  the  An- 
-  .  -.;■  Days  hath  given  him  dominion,  and 
gJory,  an  everlasting  dominion,  and  a  king- 
dom, which  shall  not  be  destroyed  :  d  that 
the  government  is  upon  his  shoulders,  and 
that  his  name  is  called  Wonderful,  Counsel- 
lor, the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father, 
and  the  Prince  of  Peace  ;  and  that'of  the  in- 
crease of  his  government  and  peace,  there 
shall  be  no  end.<f 

We  bless  tliee,  that  thou  hast  appointed  a 
day,  in  which  thou  wilt  judge  the  world  in 
righteousness  by  that  man,  whom  thou  hast 
ordained,  M'hereof  thou  hast  given  assurance 

y  John  xvii.  20,  21.  z  1  John  ii  1  aHeb.  vii.23; 
b  Phil  ii.  8,  9,  10.  c  Rev.  xix.  16.  d  Daniel  vii  14. 
^  ^.saiah  ix.  u,  7. 
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unto  all  men,  in  that  thou  hast  raised  him 
from  the  dead/ 

That  in  that  day  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  be 
revealed  from  heaven,  ^vith  his  mighty  an- 
gels, in  iiaraing-  fire,  taking  vengeance  on 
them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not 
the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  -^g  and 
shall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and 
admired  in  all  them  that  believe  ;  for  them 
that  sleep  in  Jesus  he  will  bring  w^ith  him.// 

We  bless  thee,  that  when  our  Lord  Jesus 
went  away,  he  sent  us  another  comforter  to 
abide  with  us  for  ever,  even  the  Spirit  of 
truth  i 

And  blessed  be  God  for  the  promise,  that 
as  earthly  parents,  though  evil,  knov/  how  to 
give  good  gifts  to  their  children,  so  our  hea- 
venly Father  v/ill  give  the  Koly  Spirit  to 
them  that  ask  him.A- 

We  thank  thee,  that  in  Jesus  Christ  thou 
hast  made  an  everlasting  covenant  with  us, 
even  the  sure  mercies  of  Davicl^  I  and  that 
though  the  mountains  may  depart,  and  the 
hills  be  removed,  yet  this  covenant  of  thy 
peace  shall  never  be  removed  :  m  that  thou 
hast  given  unto  us  exceeding  great  and  pre- 
cious promises,  that  by  these  v/e  might  be 
partakers  of  a  divine  nature  :  n  that  though. 

/  Acts  xvii   31.        g  2  Thes.  i.   7,  8,  10. 
h\  Thes.  iv.  14.  i  John  xiv.  16.  17. 

L'  Luke  xi.  13.     /  Isa.  Iv.  3.     ')n.  Isaiah  Uv.  1©.- 
;;  2  Peter  i.  4. 
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thou  chasten  our  transgressions  with  the  rod, 
tind  our  iniquities  with  stripes,  yet  thy  loving 
khidness  thou  wilt  not  utterly  take  away,  nor 
cause  thy  faithfulness  to  fail  ;  thy  covenant 
thou  wilt  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is 
gone  out  of  thy  iips.o 

That  baptism   is  appointed  to  be  a  seal  of 
the  righteousness  of  faith,   as  circumcision  , 
was  \ti   that  it  assures  us  of  the  remissioi^^^ij^t 
sins,  and  the  gift  of  the  Koly  Ghost,  and 
this  promise  is  to  us,  and  our  children.7 

And  that  the  cup  in  the  Lord's  supper  is 
the  blood  of  the  New-Testament,  which  was 
shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of  sins.r 

We  thank  thee,  that  v/e  have  the  scriptures 
to  search,  and  that  in  them  we  have  eternal 
life,  and  that  they  testify  of  Christ,s  and  that 
all  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God, 
lind  is  profitable  for  doctrine,for  reproof,for  cor- 
rection, and  for  instruction  in  righteousness  :  t 
that  whatsoever  things  were  written  afore-, 
time,  were  v/ritten  for  our  learning,  that  we 
through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  scrip- 
ture might  have  hope  ;  u  and  that  we  have 
tiiis  most  sure  word  of  prophecy,  as  a  light 
?.hining  in  a  dark  place.'ry 

We  thank  thee,  that  thou  hast  made  known 
unto  us  thy   holy  Sabbaths,^.:  and   that  stii} 

o  Psalm  Ixxxix.  32,  33,  34,      p  Hem.  iv   11.  ^ 
q  Acts  ii.  r>8,  5v.     r  Matt,  xxvi    23      .f  Jol-.n  v.  39, 
f  '2  Tim.  iii.  16.     v  Rom-  xv.  4.     lu  1  I\t.  i,  9. 
X  NehemJah  ix-  14. 
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there  remains  the  keeping  of  a  Sabbath  to  th^ 
people  of  God  :  ij  and  that  when  the  Lord 
Jesits  ascended  up  on  high,  he  gave  gifts  un- 
to men,  not  only  prophets,  apostles,  and  evan- 
gehsts,  but  ])astors  and  teachers,  for  the  per- 
fecting of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ, 
/^..tillwc  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  fuith,  and 
'  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a 
perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature 
of  the  fulness  of  Christ  :  z  and  that  v.iiile 
they  teach  us  to  observe  all  things  which 
Christ  hath  commanded,  he  hath  promised 
to  be  with  them  always  even  unto  the  end  of 
4he  world  :  a  that  Jesus  Cbrir.t  hath  built  his 
church  upon  a  rock,  which  tliC  gates  of  hell 
cannot  prevail  against>/»  but  his  seed  shall  en- 
dure for  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  days  of 
heaven. c 

We  bless  thee  for  the  cloud  of  yv  itnesses 
v/ith  which  v/e  are  encompassed  ahout^c/  for 
the  eiders  that  have  obtained  a  c^ood  report,^ 
and  are  i\o\\  through  faith  and  patience  in- 
heriting the  promises. ./' 

Lord,  give  us  to  follov/  them,  as  they  fol.- 
lowed  Christ.,^ 

We  tliank  thee  for  the  crown  of  life,  v/hich 

r  Eph.  h-.  9.  z  Eph.  iv.-g,  11.  IT.  10. 

a  riatt.  x\w\W,  20.  b  Matt.  :vvi.  IS. 

r  Psal   Ixxxix.  29.     clVi€^.xV^.^.     tnth.\\.'2. 
/I-Teb.  vi    12.        ~  1   f>   .   :i    1. 
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the  Lord  hath  promised  to  them  that  love 
him  ;  the  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled, 
and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven 
for  us  :  h  that  having  no  continuin?^  city-? 
we  are  encourag-ed  to  seek  the  better  country, 
that  is,  the  heavenly,  the  city  that  hath  foun- 
dations, whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.^^ 

AVe  bless  thee,   that  thou   hast  not  given,,^. 
us  over  to  a  reprobate  mind,/  that  our  coR^^"- • 
sciences    are  not   seared,    that  thou  hast  not 
said   concerning  \v3.m  they  are  joined  to  idols 
let   them   alone,^  but  that  thy  Spirit  is  yet 
striving  v/ith  us.o 

Hath  God  by  his  grace  translated  any  of 
us  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into  the 
kingdom  of  his  dear  Son  ?/i  not  unto  us,  O 
Lord,  but  unto  thee  be  all  the  glory. 

We  adore  the  riches  of  thy  mei  cy,  that  any 
of  us  h.ave  any  reason  to  hope  that  we  have 
passed  from  death  unto  liievy  and  are  made 
to  differ  from  those  who  are  dead  in  trespas- 
ses and  sins. 7- 

It  is  l)y  thy  grace  that  v:e  are  what  we  are,* 
and  ail  praise  and  glory  belongs  to  thee. 

\Ve  bless  thee  for  the  redemption  we  have 
through  Christ's  blood,   even  th>e  forgiveness 


/J  Tai-nesi.  12.     /  Heb,  xiij.  II.    /■  Hcb-  >;:•  10,  IG. 
/  Rom.  i    23.      7)^  1  Tim.  iv.  2.      ?:  Hosea  iv.  17. 
o  Gen-  vi   3.       f^  Col.  i    13.       o  John  v.  24. 
r  Eph    ii.5.       "!?  1  Ccr.  xv.  10 ' 
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of  sins,  according  to  the  riches  of  thy  grace, 
wherein  thou  hast  abounded  tov/ards  iis.^ 

Thou  hast  not  quenched  the  smoking  fiax» 
nor  broke  the  bruised  reed  ;  u  but  having  ob- 
tained help  of  God  we  continue  hitherto. w 

In  the  day  when  v/e  cried,  thou  hast  an- 
swered lis,  and  hast  strengthened  us  with 
strength  in  our  souh>.:j; 

Unless  the  Lord  had  been  our  help,  cur 
souls  had  almost  dwelt  in  silence;  but  when 
we  said  our  foot  slippeth,  thy  mercy,  O  Lord, 
held  us  up  :  and  in  the  multitude  of  our 
thoughts  within  us,  thy  comforts  have  been 
the  delight  of  our  souls.?/ 

Thou  hast  brought  us  to  thy  holy  mountain, 
and  made  us  joyful  in  thy  house  of  prayer  ;  z 
and  we  have  found  it  good  to  draw  nigh  unto 
God.<2 

We  have  had  reason  to  say,  that  a  day  in 
thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thousand,  and  thai 
it  is  better  to  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  house 
of  our  God  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wick- 
edness./^ 

We  have  sat  down  under  thy  shadov/  vriti: 
delight,  and  thy  fruit  hath  been  sweet  unto  our 
taste  ;  thou  hast  brought  us  into  the  banquet- 
ing house,  and  thy  banner  over  us  has  been 
love.c 


t  Eph.  i.  7.      II  Iviatt.  xii.  30.     t 
X  Psal.  cxxxviii.  3.  v  Psal.  xc5v.  1/,  IS 

z  I;:aiah  ivi^  7.  a  Psal   Ixxiii   28. 

h  Vzzl.  hiiiidY.  10, 11,  12.     c  Caut.  ii    3.  4. 
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^V"e  have  reason  to  love  tliee,  O  Lord,  be- 
cause thou  hast  heard  the  voice  of  our  sup- 
plications, and  because  thou  hast  inclined 
thine  ear  unto  us,  we  will  therefore  call  upon 
Ihee  as  long  as  we  live.r^ 

Lord,  thou  hast  heard  the  desire  of  the 
humble,  thou  v^iit  prepare  their  hearts,  and 
cause  thine  ear  to  hear.^ 

Though  no  affliction  for  the  present  hath 
been  joyous,  but  grievons,  nevertheless  after-^ 
ward  'it' hath  yielded  the  peaceable  fruit  of 
righteousness,  and  hath  proved  to  be  for  our 
profit,  that  we  might  be  partakers  of  thy  ho- 
liness./ 

We  have  had  reason  to  say,  that  it  was 
good  for  us  we  were  afilicted,  that  we  might 
learn  thy  commandments  ;  for  before  we 
were  afflicted  v/e  went  astray,  but  afterv/ard^ 
have  kept  thy  word.  5- 

Thou  hast  dealt  well  with  thy  servants,  O 
Lord,  according  to  thy  ^vord./i 

And  now,  what  shall  we  render  unto  the 
Lord  for  all  his  benefits  towards  us  ?  let  our 
souls  return  to  him  as  their  rest,  because  he 
hath  dealt  bountifully  with  us,  we  will  take  the 
cup  of  salvation  and  call  upon  the  name  of 
the  Lord.z 


f/Psal.cxvi.  1,2.  ePtal.  X.  17. 
S  Psal.  cxi:-:.  67,  71.    h  Pbal.  cxix.  65.  i  Psal.  cxvi.  7, 
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CHAPTER  V. 
Int  ere  fusion. 

OH,  look  with  compassion  upon  the  world 
that  lies  in  wickediiess.a  let  the  prince 
^,of  this  woi'ld  be  cast  out,<3  that  has  bhndecl 
their  rjiinds.c 

Oh,  let  thy  salvation  and  thy  rio-hteoiisness 
be  openly  shew-c;  in  the  sight;  of  the  heathen, 
and  let  all  the  ends  of  tlie  eurtu  see  the  sal- 
vation of  our  God.6/ 

Oh,  give  thy  Son  the  heathen  for  his  in= 
heritance,  and  the  r.ik:.  ,  ,t  parts  of  the 
earth  for  his  possession  - 

Let  all  the  ki-/.do-.iK>  of  this  world  become 
the  kingdoms  ol  the  ,!:-!,  and  of  his  Christ^ 
Let  the  people  that  sit  in  darkness  see  a 
great  light,  and  to  them  which  sit  in  the  re- 
gion and  shadow  of  death,  let  iieht  '^minp- 
^]^g  '^^      ^ 

Add  unto  thy  church  daily    such    as  shall 
be  saved  ;  h  enlarge    the  place  of  its   tents, 
lengthen  its  cords,  and  strengtlien  its  stakes.j 
Oh,  let  the  earth  be  full  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters   cover  the  sea.*'" 

a  1  John  V.  19.       b  John  xii.  31.        c  2  Cor.  iv  4 
d  Psalm  xcviii.2.  3.       e  Psal.  ii.  8.       /Rev.  xi.  15 
g  Matt.  IV.  16.      h  Acts  ii.  47.     i  Isaiah  hv.  2. 
*^  Isaiah  xi.  9. 
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Let  the  brunches,  which  are  broken  off,  not 
abide  still  in  unbelief,  but  be  grafted  in  again 
into  their  own  olive  tree.  And  though 
blindness  is  in  part  happened  to  Israel,  yet 
let  the  fuhiess  of  the  Gentiles  come  in  and 
let  all  Israel  be  saved. A' 

Let  them  be  made  to  look  unto  him,  whom 
they  have  pierced  ;  /  and  that  they  may  tu^ 
to  the  Lord,  let  the  veil  which  is  upon  th 
hearts  be  taken  away.?/i 

Our  hearts'  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for 
tlie  gospel  Israel,  is,  that  it  may  be  saved.n 

Do  good  in  thy  good  pleasure  unto  Zion, 
build  the  VvVils  of  Jerusalem.o 

Save  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  bless  thine 
heritage,  feed  theni  also,  and  lift  thern  up 
for  ever. 7 

May  grace  be  with  all  them  that  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  ;  r  and  give 
to  all  that  name  the  name  of  Christ  to  depart 
from  iniquity .5 

We  pray  for  all  that  believe  in  Christ  that 
they  all  m.ay  be  one..'; 

Oh,  teach  transgressors  thy  ways,  and  let 
sinners  be  converted  unto  thee.w 

Oh,  give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowl- 
edging of  the  truth  as   it  is  in  Jesus  ;  that 

h  Rom.  xi.  23,  24,  25,  26.         /  Zech.  xii  10. 
OT  2  Cor.  iii   16.       n  Rom.  x.  1.       o  Psal.  li.  18. 
a  Psal   xxviii.  9.     r  Eph.  vi.  24,      s  2  Tim.  ii.  19. 
i  Jolva  xvii.  20,  21.  u  Psal.  li- 13. 
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they  may  recover  themselves  out  of  the  sPiare 
of  the  devih^y 

Let  those,  that  are  as  sheep  going  astray, 
return  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  shepherd  and 
bishop  of  cur  souls.o: 

Lord,  let  thy  Spirit  be  povired  cut  upon  thy 
churches  from  on  high..?/ 

Let  pure  religion  and  undefiled  before  God 
and  the  Father,  flourish  and  prevail  every 
vvh.ere.r 

Oh,  revive  thy  work  in  the  midst  cf  the 
years,  in  the  midst  of  the  years  make  kno\vn.« 
and  let  our  times  be  times  of  reformation./^ 

Let  them  be  confounded  and  turned  back 
that  hate  Zinn^  and  be  as  the  grass  upon  the 
house-lops,  which  vrithereth  before  it  grow- 
eth  up.c 

Let  no  weapon  form.ed  against  thy  church 
prosper,  and  let  every  tongue  that  riscth  a- 
gainst  it  in  judgment  be  condemned.c? 

Lord,  let  the  man  of  sin  be  consumed  Vv'ith 
the  Spirit  of  thy  mouth,  and  be  destroved 
with  the  brightness  of  thy  coming  ;  and  let 
those  be  undeceived,  that  have  Ijeen  long  un- 
der the  power  of  strong  delusions  to  believe 
a  lie,  and  cause  them  to  receive  the  truth  in 
the  love  of  it.e 

n^  2  Tim.  ii  25,  2G.         x  1  Pe^er  li.  25. 
y  Isai   xxxii.  IJ.       z  James  i.  2r.       a  Kab    iii.  T. 
b  Heb.  ix.  10.     c  Psal.  c.xxLx.  5,  6.     £/I>aIah  uv.  17- 
c2  Thes.  2,  .3,  8,  10,  11. 
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We  desire  in  our  prayers  to  remember  those 
that  are  in  bonds  for  the  testimony  of  Jesus, 
as  bound  Avith  them,  and  those  which  suffer 
adversity,  as  being  ourselves  also  in  the 
body/ 

Lord,  arise,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion^ 
and  let  the  time  to  favor  her,  yea,  the  set 
time  come  ;  yea,  let  the  Lord  build  up  Zion^ 
and  appear  in  his  glory.  Lord,  regard  the 
prayer  of  the  destitute  and  do  not  despise 
■their  prayer.,§- 

Oh,  cause  thy  face  to  shine  upon  those 
parts  of  thy  sanctuary,  which  are  desoIate.A 

Lord,  hasten  the  time,  when  thou  wilt 
make  wars  to  cease  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,j 
when  nation  shall  no  more  lift  up  sword 
against  nation,  nor  kingdom  against  king- 
dom ;  but  swords  shall  be  beaten  into  plow- 
shares, and  spears  into  pruning  hooks,  and 
they  shall  not  learn  war  any  more./: 

Make  kings  nursing  fathers,  and  their 
queens  nursing  mothers  to  the  Israel  of  Godi 

Lord,  thou  hast  dealt  flivorably  with  our 
land  ;  m  we  have  heard  with  our  ears,  and 
our  fathers  have  told  us,  what  work  thou 
didst  for  us  in  their  days,  and  in  the  times  of 
old.w 

/Heb   xili.  3.         g  Psal.  cli.  13,  \iy..  37. 
h  Dan.  ix   17.      i  Psal.  xlvi.  9-       k  Isaiah  ii  4. 
I  Isaiah  xlL-i   23-   r^i  Psal.  Ixxxv.  1.    v.  Psal.  xUv.  1. 
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May  the  glorious  times,  which  thou  pre» 
dieted,  soon  come  ;  when  all  shall  know  thee 
from  the  least  to  the  greatest,o  and  the  earth 
Shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
as  the  waters  cover  the  sea./^ 

But  we  are  a  sinful  people,  a  people  laden 
with  iniquity,  a  seed  of  evil  doers,^  and  great 
reason  we  have  to  sigh  and  cry  for  all  the  a- 
bominations  committed  among  us.?' 

Iniquity  abounds  among  us,  and  the  love  of 
many  is  waxen  cold.s 

Turn  us  to  thee,  O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  and 
cause  thy  face  to  shine,  and  vre  shall  be  sa- 
ved.f 

Let  not  our  candlestick  be  removed  out  of 
his  place,  though  we  have  deserved  it  should 
be,  because  v/e  have  left  our  first  love.w 

Let  wisdom  and  knowledge  be  the  stabil- 
ity of  our  times,  and  strength  of  salvation  ; 
and  may  the  fear  of  the  Lord  be  our  treas- 
ure :w  let  the  righteous  flourish  among  us, 
and  let  there  be  those  that  shall  fear  the  Lord 
in  our  land,:r  as  long  as  the  sun  and  moon 
shall  endure. 

May  God  himself  be  a  wall  of  fire  round 
about  us,  and  the  glory  in  the  midst  of  us.y 

May  peace  be  in  our  borders,  and  prosper- 

o  Jer.  xxxi.  34.     p  Isaiah  xi.  9.     q   Isaiah  i.  4. 
r  Exek.  ix.  4.     *  Matt.  xxiv.  12.      t  Psal.  Ixxx.  2,  3. 
■u  Rev.  ii.  4,  5,  lu  Isaiah  xxxiii.  G. 

X  Psal.  Ixxii.  5,  7.       y  Zech.  ii.  5. 


Inier  cession.  63 

ity  in  our  palaces.  Appoint  salvation  to  us 
for  walls  and  bulwarks  ;  make  our  officers 
peace,  and  our  exactors  righteousness  ;  let 
violence  never  be  heard  in  our  gates,  wasting 
and  distraction  in  our  borders, but  let  our  walls 
be  called  salvation,  and  our  gates  praise. z 

Let  our  peace  be  as  a  river,  and  in  order 
to  that,  may  our  righteousness  be  as  the  waves 
of  the  sea.a 

Let  that  righteousness  abound  among  us, 
which  exalteth  a  nation,  and  deliver  us  frorn 
sin,  which  is  a  reproach  to  any  people. 6 

Never  make  our  heavens  as  brass,  and  our 
earth  as  iron,c  nor  take  away  thy  corn  and 
thy  wine  from  us,  but  give  us  the  former  and 
the  latter  rain  in  due  season,^?  and  reserve  to 
us  the  appointed  weeks  of  harvest  .e 

Abundantly  bless  our  provision,  and  satis- 
fy our  poor  with  bread,/"  that  they  who  have 
gathered  it  may  eat,  and  praise  the  Lord.^- 

Oh,  let  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  come 
to  an  end,  but  establish  thou  the  just.A 

Let  all  iniquity  stop  her  mouth,f  and  let  the 
infection  of  that  plague  be  stayed  by  execut- 
ing judgment. X: 

Let  those  that  are  striving  against  sin,  nev- 
er be  weary  or  faint  in  their  minds./ 

gisaiah  Ix.  17.  18.   a  Isa.  xlviii.  18.  b  Prov.  xiv.  34. 
c  Deut.  xxviii.  23.       d  Joel  ii.  23.       e  Jer.  v.  24. 
y  Psal.  cxxxii    15.     g  Isaiah  Ixii.  9.     b  Psal.  vii.  9. 
?■  Psal.  evil.  42.     k  Psal.  cvi.  30.     /  Heb.  xii.  3,  4. 
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We  beg  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesui„ 
Christ,  that  there  may  be  no  divisions  amontj 
us,  but  that  we  may  be  perfectly  joined  togeth- 
er in  the  same  mind,  and  in  the  same  jiidg'- 
nient.wi 

Now  the  God  of  patience  and  consolation 
grant  us  to  be  like  minded  one  towards  anoth- 
er \  according  to  Christ  Jesus,  that  we  may 
with  one  mind  and  one  mouth  glcriiy  God,7» 
and  promote  the  common  salvalion.o 

Give  us  to  follov/  after  the  things  that 
make  for  peace,  and  things  wherewith  one 
may  edify  another,/?  that  living  in  love  and 
peace,  the  God  of  love  and  peace  may  be 
with  us.g 

Let  nothing  be  done  through  strife  and  vain 
glory,  but  every  thing  in  lowliness  ofmind,r 
and  grant  that  our  moderation  may  be  known 
to  all  men.s 

Give  us  help  from  trouble,  for  vain  is  the 
help  of  man  ;  through  God  let  our  forces  do 
valiantly.' 

Those  that  jeopard  their  lives  for  us  in  the 
high  places  of  the  field,  teach  their  hands  to 
war,w  and  their  fingers  to  fight,  give  them  the 
shield  of  thy  salvation.w   and    let    thy   right 

rtx  1  Cor.  i    10.       v  Rom   xv.  5,  6.      o  Jv.de  2. 
p  Rom.  xi^'.  3,  19.      q  2  Cor.  xiii    11.      r  Phil.  ii.  3. 
i  Phil.  iv.  5.      t  Psal.  l.v.  11,  12         :;  ]ud2:f-s  v    IS. 
Ku  Psal.  xvjii.  34,  -■5. 
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hand  hold  them  up,  and  cover  their  heads  in 
the  day  of  battie.x 

Counsel  our  counsellors,  and  teach  our  sen- 
ators wisdom  nj  Oh,  give  them  the  spirit  of 
wisdom  and  understanding,  a  spirit  of  coun- 
sel, of  knowledge,  and  of  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.z 

Nor  ever  let  the  things  that  belong  to  our 
national  peace,  be  hid  from  the  eyes  of  those 
who  are  intrusted  with  its  counsels.^ 

Make  those  that  rule  over  us  just  men  rul- 
ing in  the  fear  of  God.6 

And  let  those  that  judge  remember,  that 
they  judge  not  for  man,  but  for  the  Lord,  who 
is  with  them  in  the  judgment,  that  therefore 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  may  be  upon  them.c 

Make  them  able  men,  and  men  of  tt 
fearing  God,  and  hating  covetousne3s,f/ 
judgment   may    run  down  like   a  river,  and 
righteousness  as  a  mighty  stream.^ 

And  let  rulers  never  be  a  terror  to  good 
w^orks,  but  to  the  evil./' 

Teach  thy  ministers  how  they  ought  to  be- 
have themselves  in  the  house  of  God,  which 
is  the  church  of  the  living  God,  5'  that  they 
may  not  preach  themselves/^  but  Christ  Jesus 

X  Psal.  clx.  r.  y  Psal.  cv.  22.  z  Isaiah  xi.  23. 
a  Luke  xix.  42.  Z;  2  Sam.  xxxiii.  3. 

c  2  Chroii.  xix.  6,  7.  d  Exod.  xvi'u-  21. 

c  Amos  V.  24.     / 1  Pet.  ii    14.      p-  \  Tun.  iii.  If. 
h  2  Cor.  IV   5. 
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the  Lord,  and  may  study  to  shew  themselves 
approved  to  God,  workmen  that  need  not  to 
be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth i 

Let  utterance  be  given  to  them,  that  they 
open  their  mouths  boldly,  to  make  known  the 
mystery  of  the  gospel,  that  they  may  speak 
as  they' ought  to  speak,/:  as  able  ministers  of 
the  New-Testam.ent,/  and  let  them  obtain 
mercy  of  the  Lord  to  be  faithful.m 

Let  the  arms  of  their  hands  be  made  strong 
by  the  hands  of  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  ;  n 
and  let  them  be  full  of  power  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  of  hosts,o  to  sliew  thy  people  their 
transgressions,  and  the  house  of  Jacob  their 
sins,  p 

Lord,  grant  that  they  may  not  labor  in 
vain  or  spend  their  strength  for  nought,  and 
in  vain  ;  q  but  let  the  hand  cf  the  Lord  be 
with  them,  that  many  may  believe,  and  turn 
to  the  Lord  .r 

Let  the  schools  of  the  prophets  be  repkn- 
ished  with  every  good  gift  and  perfect  gift 
fi^om  above,  from  the  Father  of  !ights..<? 

Cast  salt  into  those  fountains,  that  from 
thence  may  issue  streams,  which  shall  make 
glad  the  city  of  our  God.r 

/  2  Th-n.  \u  -iS,     k  Eph.  v*i.  19,  20.     /  9  Ccr.  iii.  6. 
m  1  Cor   vii.  21.      71  Gen.  xlix   24.     o  Mich,  iii    8. 
p  Isaiah  Iviii.  1.     q  Isaiah  J.lix.  4,'^'  r  Acts  xi  ^l 
s  James  i.  17-     t  2  Kings  ii.  21. 


Intercession,  67 

Give  grace  to  all  the  subjects  of  this  land, 
that  they  may,  under  the  government  God 
hath  set  over  us,  live  quiet  and  peaceable 
lives  in  all  godliness  and  honesty.?^ 

Let  all  of  every  denomination  that  fear 
God,  and  work  righteousness,  be  accepted  of 
him.w 

Lord,  give  to  those  that  are  young  to  r^" 
member  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their 
youth,  that  thereby  they  may  be  kept  from 
the  vanity  which  childhood  and  youih  are 
subject  to,  and  may  be  restrained  from  walk- 
ing in  the  way  of  their  heart,  and  in  the  sight 
of  their  eyes,  by  considering,  that  for  all 
these  things  God  will  bring  them  into  judg- 
ment .x 

May  the  aged  reflect  on  the  evil  days  that 
are  come  to  them,  and  the  years  of  which 
they  say  there  is  no  pleasure  in  them,T/  as 
earthly  comforts  are  failing,  may  thy  com- 
forts delight  their  soul. 2 

Nor  also  when  they  are  old  and  gray -head- 
ed, leave  them  not  ;  cast  them  not  oif  in  their 
old  age,  fail  them  not  when  their  strength 
faileth.a 

Let  every  hoary  head  be  a  crown  of  glory 
to  those  that  have  it,  being  found  in  the  way 
of  righteousness. 6 

u  1  Tim  ii.  2.  iu  Acrs  x.  Zo.  .vEccl  xil.l ,  ?,  10. 
V  Eccl.  xii.  1.  z  Psahii  xciv.  19 

'a  Psal.  \xxu  e,  ir,  18.        b  rvo\%  >:vi.  51. 


68  Liter  cc 


ssioii. 


Lord,  keep  those  that  are  rich  in. the  world 
from  being  high-minded,  and  trusting  in  un- 
certain riches,  and  give  them  to  trust  in  the 
living  God  ;  that  they  may  do  good,  and  be 
rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  distribute,  willing 
to  communicate,  that  they  may  lay  up  in 
store  for  themselves  a  good  security  for  the 
time  to  come.c 

Lord,  make  those  that  are  poor  in  the 
world  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom, 
and  give  to  them  to  receive  the  gospel. 6^ 

And  though  no  affliction  for  the  present 
seems  to  be  joyous,  but  grievous,  nevertheless 
afterward  let  it  yield  the  peaceable  fruit  of 
righteousness  to  them  that  are  exercised 
thereby. e 

Lord,  give  us  to  love  our  enemies,  to  bless 
them  that  curse  us,  and  to  pray  for  them  that 
despitefully  use  and  persecute  us.y 

And  grant,  that  our  ways  may  so  please  the 
Lord,  that  even  our  enemies  may  be  at  peace 
withus.  ^^ 

And  we  pray  for  all  those  whom  we  love  in 
the  truth,  that  they  may  prosper  and  be  in 
health,  especially  that  their  souls  may  pros- 
per./i 

c  1  Tim.  vi.  IT,  19.  d  James  ii.  5. 

€  Heb.  xii.  11.    yivlatt.  v,  4j,     g  Pvov.  :i\\   T. 
b  3  John  2. 
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UP*,   voice  shalt  thou  he?.r  in  the  morn 
'  ir.e;,  in  the  morning  will  we  direct  our 
prayer  unto  thee,  and  will  look  up  ;  for  our 
bouls  v/ait  for  tht^e.a 

It  is  thou,  O  God,  that  hast  conimanded 
the  morning,  and  caused  the  day  spring  to 
know  its  place.  The  day  is  thine,  the  night 
s^lsp  is  thine,  thou  hast  prepared  the  light  and 
thf^  sun. 6 

With  the  light  of  the  morning,  lift  upon 
u^  the  light  of  thy  countenance  ;  let  the  day' 
spring  from  on  high  visit  us,  to  give  us  the 
knowledge  of  salvation,  through  the  tender 
mercies  of  our  God  ;  c  and  let  the  sun  of 
righteousness  arise  upon  our  souls  with  heal- 
ing under  his  wings  ;  d  and  let  our  path  be  as 
the  shinhig  light,  that  shines  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day.e 

It  is* of  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  that  we  are 
net  consumed,  even  because  thy  compassions 
fail  not,  they  are  new  every  morning./' 

a  Psalm  v.  3  Z.  Psalm  Ixxiv.  16  cLuke  i  77,  7S. 
d^lzX   iv.  2.       e  Prov   iv.  18.      /Lam.  hi.  22,  23, 
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We  thank  thee  that  we  have  ]aid»«s  down,^ 
have  had  where  to  lay  our  headj^v^nd  have 
not  been  v/andering  in  desarts  and  mountains, 
in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth  ;  i  and  have 
slept  and  have  not  been  full  of  tossing^ to  and 
fro  tliii  th^  dawning  of  the  day,  and  th%t  wea- 
risome nights  are  not  appointed  to  us.A" 

Thou  hast  preserved  us  from  the  pestilence 
that  walketh  in  darkness,/  and  from  the  malice 
of  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,;« 
the  roaring  lion  that  goes  about  seeking 
whom  he  may  devour  ;  n  he  that  keeps  Israel, 
and  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps,  has  kept  us, 
and  v/e  have  been  safe.o 

And  now  may  the  Lord  preserve  and  keep 
lis  from  ail  evil  this  day,  yea,  may  the  Lord 
preserve  our  souls  :  Lord?  preserve  our  going 
out  and  comJng  m.fi 

Give  thine  angels  charge  concerning  us,  to 
bear  us  up  in  their  hands,  and  keep  us  in  all 
our  ways. (7 

And  give  us  grace  to  do  the  work  of  the 
day  in  its  day,  as  the  duty  of  the  day  re- 
quires.r 

g  Psah-n  Hi.  5.     h  Mark  viii.  20.     7  Heb.  xi.  38. 
k  job  vii.  34,     /  Psalm  xci.  6      m  Eph.  vi.  12. 
n  1  Pet.  V,  8.     o  Psalm  cxxi.  4.     p  Ps.  cxxi.  7,  8, 
q  Psalm  xci   11,  12.     r  Ezra  iii.  4- 
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In  our  Evening  Prayers. 

THOU,  O  Gcd,  makest  the  out-goings  of 
the  evening  and  the  morning  to  rejoices 

Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loads  us 
with  his  benefits,  and  who  hath  this  day  pre- 
served our  going  out  and  coming  in  :  t 

And  now  we  have  received  from  thee  our 
daily  bread,  we  pray  thee,  forgive  us  our 
trespasses.^ 

And  may  we  lay  lis  down  and  sleep  ;  for 
thou.  Lord,  makest  us  dwell  in  safety .w 

Let  the  angels  of  God  encamp  round  about 
us,:t:  that  we  may  lie  down  and  none  make  us 
afraid.* 

Into  thy  hands  we  commit  our  spirits.z/ 

Give  us  to  remember  thee  upon  our  beds, 
and  to  meditate  upon  thee  in  the  night  w^atch- 
es.z 

Enable  us  to  commune  with  thee  and  with 
our  own  hearts  upon  our  beds.a 

In  craving  a  Blessing  before  Meat. 

THOU,  O  Lord,  givest  food  to  all  flesh, 
for  thy  mercy  endures  for  ever.6 

The  eyes  of  all  wait  on  thee  ;  c  but  espe- 

s  Psalm Ixv.  8.  t  Ps.  Ixviii.  19-  "  Matt,  vi- 11, 12. 
IV  Psalm  iv.  8.     x  Ps,  xxxiv.  7.     *  Job  xi,  19. 
y  Psalm  xxxi.  5      z  Psalm.  Ixlii.  6.    a  Psalm  iv»  4. 
i>  Ps.  cxxxvi.  25.     c  Ps.  cxlv.  15. 
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Gially  thou  givcst  meat  to  them  that  fear 
thee,  behig-  ever  mindful  of  thy  covenant.^/  ' 

Thou  art  our  Hfe  and  the  length  of  our 
days,e  the  God  that  hath  fed  us  all  our  life 
long  unto  this  day./ 

Thou  givest  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy, 
though  we  serve  thee  but  poorly.  5^ 

We  acknowledge  Me  are  not  worthy  of  the 
least  crumb  that  talis  from  the  table  of  thv 
providence.^ 

According  to  our  Master's  example,  v/e 
look  up  to  heaven,  and  pray  for  a  blessinp- 
upon  our  food  ;  i  abundantly  bless  our  pro"^- 
vision.^' 

Grant  that  whether  we  eat  or  drink,  or 
whatever  we  do,  we  may  do  all  to  the  elorv 
of  God./  '  ^     ^ 

In  relurrwig  Thanks  after  Meas 

NOW  we  have  eaten  and  are  full,  we  biess 
thee  for  the  good  land  thou  hast  given  us  m 

Especially  we  bless  thee  for  the  bread  of 
lite,  which  came  down  from  heaven,  and 
which  was  given  for  the  life  of  the  world  : 
Lord,  evermore  give  us  tliat  bread,  and  wis- 
dom to  labor  less  for  the  meat  that  perisheth,, 

a'Ps.  cxi  5.  e  Deut.  XXX.  20.  /Gen.  xlviii.  15. 
g  I  Tim.  VI.  17.  b  Matt.  xr.  27  i  Matt.  xiv.  19. 
k  Ps.  cxxxii.  15.     / 1  Cor.  x.  31.     m  Dent.  viii.  10. 
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and  more  for  that  which  endures  to  everlasting 
Yiia.n 

The  Lord  give  food  to  the  hungry,  and 
send  portions  to  the  needy .0 

Let  us  be  of  those  blessed  ones  that  shall 
cat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  fi 

In  the  Evening  before  the  Lord's  Day. 

NOW  give  us  to  remember  that  to-mor- 
rov»^  is  the""  Sabbath  of  the  Lord,^'  and  that  it 
is  a  high  day,  holy  of  the  Lord,  and  honora- 
ble,r  and  give  us  grace  to  sanctify  ourselves  ;» 
and  may  the  Lord  do  wonders  among  us.^ 

Give  us  rest  from  all  our  own  works,  and 
may  we  leave  all  our  worldly  cares. 

For  the  Morning  of  the  Lord's  Day. 

WE  bless  thee,  Lord,  that  the  light  we  see, 
is  the  Lord's,^  that  we  see  one  more  of  the 
days  of  the  Son  of  man,^y  a  day  to  be  spent  in 
thy  courts,  which  is  better  than  a  thousand 
elsewhere.-r 

Oh,  that  we  may  be  in  the  Spirit  on  the 
Lord's  day,y  and  that  we  may  call  the  Sab- 

n  John  vi.  27,  33,  34.  o  Psal.  cxlvi.  7. 

p  Luke  xiv.  15,      q  Exod.  :ftvi,  23.      r  John  xix.  31. 

*  Isaiah  Iviii.  13.     t  Joshua  iii.  5.     u  Psal.  cxviii.  27. 

■D  Luke  xvii.  22.     x  Ps.  IxxTtiv.  10.    y  Rev,  1.  10. 
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bath  a  delight  ;  z  and  may  honor  the  Son  of 
man,  who  is  Lord  also  of  the  Sabbath -day, a 
not  doing  our  own  ways,  nor  finding  our  own 
i:)leasures,  nor  speaking  our  own  words. 

May  that  God,  who  on  the  first  day  of  the 
world  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of 
darkness,  on  this  first  day  of  the  week  shine 
in  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Jesus  Christ./* 

This  is  the  day  the  Lord  has  made,  we  will 
rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.c 

Oh,  that  we  may  this  day  experience  the 
power  of  Christ's  resurrection  ;  d  that  as 
Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  so  we  also  may  walk  in 
newness  of  life  ;  e  and  by  seeking  the  things 
that  are  above  may  make  it  appear  that  we 
are  risen  with  him./ 

Oh,  that  this  day  we  may  be  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  that  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
-in  us  may  be  in  all  goodness  and  righteous- 
ness and  truth  .^'• 

In  Qur  Preparation  for  the  Lord 's  Supper. 

NOW  we  are  invited  to  come  and  tat  of 
wisdonrs  bread,  and   drink  of  the  wine  she 

z  Isaiah  Iviii.  13.  a  Mark  ii.  28.  b  2  Ccr.  iv.  6. 
c  Psal.  cxviii.  23,  24.  dFh'iL  iii.  10.  e  Rom.  vi.  4,  5, 
/Col.  iii.  1.    ^Eph.  V.  18. 
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hath  mingled,*  give  us  to  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness  ;/j  and  being  called  unto 
the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb,/  give  us  the 
wedding  garment.A- 

Awake,  O  North  wind,  and  come  thou, 
South,  and  blow  upon  our  garden,  that  the 
spices  thereof  may  flow  forth  ;  and  then  let 
our  beloved  come  into  his  garden  and  eat  his 
pleasant  fruits./ 

Draw  us,  and  we  will  run  after  thee. 

In  the  celebrating  the  Lord's  Supper, 


OH,  let  this  cup  of  blessing,  which  we  bless, 
be  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  Christ.7?z 

Let  this  bread  which  we  break  be  the  com- 
munion of  the  body  of  Christ,  and  enable  us 
herein  to  shew  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  he 
come.n 

Now  let  us  be  joined  to  the  Lord  in  an  ev- 
erlasting covenant  ;o  so  joined  to  the  Lord,  as 
to  become  one  flesh  with  him./i 

Now  let  us  be  made  partakers  of  Christ,  by 
holding  fast  the  beginning  of  our  confidence 
stedfast  unto  the  end.g 

Let  Christ's  flesh  be  meat  indeed  to  us,  and 
his  blood  drink  indeed,  and  give  us  so  by  faith 

*  Prov.  ix.  5.  h  Matt.  v.  6-        i  Rev.  xix.  0. 

k  Matt   xxii  11.  /  Cant.  iv.  16.      7??.  1  Cor.  x.  16. 

n  1  Cor   xi.  26.  a  Jer.  1.  5.       p\  Cor.  vi.  17. 
q  Heb.  iii.  14. 
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to  eat  his  flesh,  and  drink  his  blood,  that  he 
may  dwell  in  ul  and  we  in  him,  and  we  may- 
live  by  him.r 

Give  us  grace,  as  we  have  received  the 
Lord  Jesus,  so  to  walk  in  him,.s  that  our  con- 
versation may  be  in  every  ihiRg  as  becomes 
the  gospel.^ 

Thy  vows,  O  God,  are  upon  us.  Oh,  that 
we  may  daily  perform  them.z^ 

Upon  occasion  of  the  Bapthm  of  a  Child, 

TO  thee,  O  God,  whose  ail  souls  are,  the 
souls  of  the  parents,  and  the  souls  of  the  chil- 
dren,Ty  we  present  this  child  a  living  sacrifice, 
which  we  desire  may  be  holy  and  accepta- 
ble.?^ and  that  it  may  be  given  up  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.or 

It  is  conceived  in  sin,  but  there  is  a  foun- 
tain opened  ;t/  Oh,  wash  the  soul  of  this  child 
in  that  fountain,z  now  it  is  by  thy  appointment 
washed  with  pure  water.o 

Oh,  make  good  thine  ancient  covenant, 
that  thou  will  be  a  God  to  believers  and  to 
their  seed  \b  for  this  blessing  of  Abraham 
comes  upon  the  Gentiles  ;c  and  the  promise 
is  still  to  us  and  our  children.t/ 

r  John  V.  ,^5,  5^,  57.      s  Ccl.  ii.  6.      t  Phil   i.  27. 
u  Psal.  Ivi.  12        <v  E^ek.  xviii.  4.       iv  Rom   xii.  1. 
X  Matt,  xxviii.  19.     y  Psal.  li.  5.        z  Zech-  xiii.  1. 
a  Heb.  x.  22.       b  Gen.  xvii.  7.       c  Gal  iii.  14, 29. 
^Actsii    39. 
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Thou  hast  encouraged  us  to  bring  little 
children  to  thee  ;  for  thou  hast  said  that  of 
such  is  the  kini^dom  of  God.  Blessed  Jesus, 
take  up  this  child  in  the  arms  of  thy  power 
and  grace,  put  thy  hands  upon  it,  and  bless 
it  :e  let  it  be  a  vessel  of  honor  sanctified,  and 
meet  for  the  Master's  use,/and  owned  as  one 
of  thine  in  that  day,  when  thou  makest  up 
thy  jewels,^ 

Oh,  pour  thy  spirit  upon  our  seed,  thy 
blessing-  upon  our  offspring.)^ 


Uji07i  occasion  of  a   Fur,eral. 

LORD,  give  us  to  find  it  good  for  us  to  go 
to  the  house  of  mourning, z  that  we  may  be 
minded  thervfby  of  the  end  of  all  men,  and  may 
lay  it  to  our  heart,  and  may  be  wise  to  con- 
sider our  latter  end  \k  for  we  must  be  gath- 
ered to  our  people,  as  our  neighbors  and 
brethren  are  gathered./ 

We  know  that  thou  wilt  bring  us  to  death, 
and  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living,?^  but 
let  us  not  see  death,  till  by  faith  we  have  seen 
the  Lord  Christ,  and  then  let  us  depart  in 
peace.Ti 

e  Mark  x.  14.  16     /  2  Tim.  ii.  21.   g  Mai.  iii.  \7 . 
/)  Isaiah  xliv.  3.      zEccl.  vii.  2.     y^  Deut.  xxxii.  25. 
/Numb  xxvii.13.  w  Job  xxx.  23, 

n  Luke  ii.  26,  27. 

G   2 
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And  when  the  earthl)'  house  of  this  taber- 
nacle shall  be  dissolved,  let  us  have  a  buildings 
of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
ill  the  heavens. 0 

Give  us  to  know,  that  our  Redeemer  liveth 
and  thoueh  after  our  skin,  worms  destroy 
these  bodies,  yet  in  our  flesh  we  shall  see  God, 
M^hom  we  shall  see  for  ourselves,  and  our 
eyes  shall  behold,  and  not  another.y^ 

Uiio)i  occasion  of  Marriage, 

GIVE  those  that  marry  to  mar;  y  in  the 
Lord.(7 

Make  them  helps  meet  for  each  other,  and 
instruments  to  promote  one  anothers  salva- 
tion ;r  and  give  tliem  to  live  In  holy  love,  that 
they  may  dwell  in  God  and  God  in  them.s 

And  may  they  dwell  together  as  joint  heirs 
of  the  grace  of  life,  that  their  prayers  be  not 
hindered,  and  make  us  all  meet  for  that  world, 
where  they  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in 
marriage. r 

Ujion  occasion  of  the  Ordaining  cf  Ministers^ 

LET  the  things  of  God  be  committed  to 
faithful  men,  who  inay  be  able  also  to  teach 

o  2  Cor.  v.  1.  p  Job  xix.  25,  26. 

7  1  Cor.  vii.  39.      r  Ggu.  ii.  18.      *  1  Jol>n  iv.  lo 
i  Lake  xx.  55. 
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others  ;^/  and  make  them  burning  and  shin- 
in-  liP-hts  in  thy  golden  candlesticks  ;w  that 
11  may  appear/ that  it  was  Christ  who  put 
them  into  the  ministry  .X  ,     .    ,i« 

Give  to  them,  who  are  ordamed,  to  take 
heed  to  the  mhiistry  which  they  have  received 
of  the  Lord,  that  they  fulfil  it  ;i/  and  make 
full  proof  of  it  by  watching  in  all  things.z 

Let  those,  who  in  Christ's  name  are  to 
preach  repentance  and  remission  ot  sins,  be 
endued  with  power  from  on  high.« 

(iive  them  another  spirit,  and  make  them 
g:ood  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ,  nourished  up 
in  the  words  of  faith  and  good  doctrme./^ 

In  times  of  Droug/iL 

THOU  hast  said,  when  heaven  is  shut  up 
th-^t  there  is  no  rain,  because  we  have  sinned 
against  thee  ;  if  We  confess  thy  name,  and 
tm-n  from  ouv  sins,  thou  wilt  hear  from  hea- 
ven, and  forgive  ouv  sins,  and  give  rain  upon 

°^wli  ask  of  thee  the  former  and  latter  rain, 
and  depend  upon  thee  for  it  ;d  for  there  are 
?,ot  any  of  the  vanities  of  the  heathen,  that 
can  give  rain,rK)r  can  the  heavens  give  show- 

n  3  Tim.  ii  2.  .0  John  v.  35  x  1  Tim^i  12. 
,Cn\  \v  17.  2  2  Tim  iv.5.  a  Luke  xxiv.4^.49. 
i^Tim-i^O.      cl  Kings  viii.  35.    ^Zech.x.L 
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ers  ;  but  we  wait  on  thee,  for  thou  hast  made 
all  these  things. e 

In  times  of  Sickuc&s. 

'*-'•  TAKE  sickness  away  from  the  midst  of 
us,./ and  dehver  us  from  the  noisome  pesti- 
lence.^ 

Appoint  the  destroying  angel  to  put  up  his 
sword  into  his  sheath,  and  to  stay  his  hand./i 

Spiritual  Troubles, 

LET  those  \yho  now  renieml-er  God  an^ 
are  troubled,  whose  spirits  are  overwhelmed, 
and  whose  souls  refuse  to  be  couifoited,?  be 
enabled  to  trust  in  thy  mercy,  so  that  at  length 
they  may  rejoice  in  thy  salvation,/t  and  tho* 
thou  slay  them,  yet  to  trust  in  thee./ 

Oh,  renew  a  right  spirit  within  tliem.  Cast 
them  not  away  from  thy  presence,  and  take 
not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  then^  ;  but  restore 
unto  them  the  joy  of  thy  salvaiion,  and  up-, 
hold  them  with  thy  free  Spirit  ;  that  their 
tongues  may  sing  aloud  of  thy  rigliteousness, 
and  shew  forth  thy  salvation .j;^ 

Oh,  bring  them  up  out  of  this  horrible  pit, 
and   this  niiery   clay  ;  set  their  feet   upois  a 

e  Jer.  xiv.  23.  /Exod  xxlii.  25.  g  P.^al.  xd.  3. 
h  2  Sam.  xxiv.  16.  i  VrA   Ixxvii.  2,  .>. 

/^  Psal.  xiii.  5.  /]obxiii.l5,  ?/i  Fn=l.  li.lO,  11, 12,1  i. 
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rock,  establish  their  goings  and  put  a  new 
song  in  their  mouth,  even  praise  to  our  God.?^ 

Oh,  comfort  them  again  now  after  the  time 
that  thou  hast  afflicted  them  :©  And  though 
for  a  small  moment  thou  hast  forsaken  them, 
and  hid  thy  face  from  them  ;  yet  have  mercy 
on  them  and  comfort  them  with  everlasting 
kind^ess./^  .  . 

Oh,  let  thy  Spirit  witness  with  then-  spirit, 
that  they  are  the  children  of  God  \g  and  by 
the  blood  of  Christ  let  them  be  purged  from 
an  evil  conscience  .r 

Those  that  are  asking  the  way  to  Zion,s 
with  their  faces  thitherward,  that  are  lament- 
ing after  the  Lord,f  and  are  pricked  in  the 
heart  for  sin  ;u  Oh,  shew  them  the  good  and 
rieht  way,  and  lead  them  in  it.w 

"To  those  that  are  asking,  what  they  shall 
do  to  inherit  eternal  Hfe,:r  discover  Christ  as 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  the  only  true 
and  living  way.t/ 

Oh,  do  not  quench  the  smoking  flax,  nor 
break  the  bruised  reed  ;  but  send  forth  judg- 
ment unto  victory.;: 

«  Psalm  xl   2,3.     o  Psal   xc.  15.   /)  Isa   liv.  7,  8. 
q  Rom.  viii.  15.       r  Heb.  x.  22.       ^  Jer.  1.  5. 
1 1  Sam.  vii.  2.      u  Acts  ii.  o7.      iv  1  Sam.  xn.  23. 
}i  Matt.  xix.  16.    y  John  xiv.  6.     z  Matt.  xil.  20. 
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For  the  Sick. 

LORD,  thou  hast  appointed  those  that  are 
sick  to  be  prayed  for,  and  prayed  with,  and 
hast  promised,  that  the  prayer  of  faith  shaii 
save  the  sick  :  Lord,  help  us  to  pray  in  faith 
for  the  sick  as  being  ourselves  in  the  body.* 

When  our  Lord  Je-.us  was  upon  earth,  we 
find  they  brought  to  him  all  sick  people,  that 
were  taken  with  divers  diseases  and  torments, 
and  he  healed  all  manner  of  siclmess  and  all 
manner  of  diseases  among  the  people  ;  and 
he  hath  still  the  same  compassion  and  pov/er 
over  bodily  diseases  that  he  ever  had  :a  he 
saith  to  them,  go,  and  they  go  :  come,  and 
they  come  :  and  when  he  speaks  the  word 
the  sick  are  healed.Z* 

He  is  still  touched  with  the  feelings  of  our 
infirmities  ;c  in  the  belief  of  this,  we  do  by 
prayer  bring  our  friends  that  are  sick,  and 
lay  them  before  him.c? 

Lord,  grant  that  the  sick  may  neither  des- 
pise the  chastening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint 
when  they  are  rebuked  of  him  :£  but  that 
they  may  hear  the  rod,  and  him  that  hath  ap- 
pointed it,  and  may  kiss  the  rod,/"  and  accept 
the  punishment  of  their  iniquities.^' 

*  James  V    14,  15.  a  Matt.  iv.  23,  24 

b  Matt.  viii.  8,  9        c  Ileb.  iv.  15.       d  Luke  v.  18. 
e  Heb.  xii.  5.     yivlich.  vi.  9.       ^   Lev.  xxvi.  41- 
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Give  them  to  see,  that  affiictiori  cometh 
not  forth  out  of  the  dust,  nor  springs  out  of 
the  ground  \h  that  they  may  therefore  seek 
unto  God  to  the  Lord  more  than  to  the  phy- 
sician,?'  because  unto  the  Lord  our  God  be- 
long the  issues  of  life  and  death  .A" 

Lord,  shew  them  wherefore  thou  contend- 
est  with  them,/  and  give  them  in  their  afflic- 
tion to  humble  themselves  greatly  before  the 
God  of  their  fathers,?nand  to  repent  and  turn 
from,  every  evil  way.  O  Lord,  rebuke  them 
not  in  thy  anger,  neither  chasten  them  in  thy 
hot  displeasure  ;  have  mercy  upon  them,  O 
Lord,  for  they  are  weak  :  Lord,  heal  them, 
for  they  have  need  of  healing.  Return,  O 
Lord,  and  deliver  their  souls  :  save  them  for 
thy  mercy's  sake.n  And  lay  no  more  upon 
them  than  thou  wilt  enable  them  to  bear  ; 
enable  them  to  bear  what  thou  dost  lay  upon 
them.o 

Oh,  spare  a  little,  that  they  may  recover 
strength,  before  they  go  hence,  and  be  no 
more.;^ 

Let  the  eternal  God  be  their  refiis^e,  and 
underneatii  them  be  the  everlasting  arms.^ 

Consider  their  frame,  remember  they  arc 
but  dust.?' 

h  Job  V.  6,  8.  /  2  Chron.  xvi.  12. 

i  Psal.  Isviii.  20.     /  Job  x.  2.    m2  Chron.  xxxili.  12. 
n  Psal.  vi    1,  2,  3-.  4.  o\  Cor.  x.  I.>. 

/>  P'-al.  xxxix.  13.  (7  Deut,  xxxiii.  27. 

r  Psd.ciii.  14. 
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Oh,  strengthen  them  upon  their  bed  of 
languishing  and  make  their  bed  in  their  sick* 
ness.-9 

Oh,  turn  to  them,  and  have  mercy  upon 
them  ;  bring  them  out  of  tlieir  distress  : 
look  upon  their  affliction,  and  their  pain,  but 
especially  forgive  all  their  sins.f 
*  Make  thy  face  to  shine  upon  them,  save 
them  for  thy  mercy  sake.w 

For  Dying'  Persons, 

NOW  their  flesh  and  heart  are  failing, 
Lord,  be  thou  the  strength  of  their  heart,  and 
their  everlasting  portion .w 

In  the  valley  of  the  shado^y  of  death,  Lord, 
be  thou  present  with  them,  and  may  thy  rod 
and  thy  staff  comfort  them.x 

Oh,  do  not  fail  them,  nor  forsake  them 
now  :y  be  a  very  present  help.r 

Into  thy  hands  we  commit  the  departing; 
spirit,^  as  into  the  hands  of  a  faithful  Creator, 
by  the  hands  of  him  who  has  redeemed  it.// 

Let  it  be  carried  by  angels  into  Abraham's 
bosom  ;  c  and  let  it  be  presented  to  thee  with- 
out spot  or  wrinkle  or  any  such  thing.c? 

Lord  Jesus,  receive  this  precious  soul  ;  let 

s  Psal.  xli.  3.  t  Psal.  xxv.  Ifi,  17,  18. 

11  Psal.  xxxi,  16.     iM  Psal.  Ixxiii.  4.    x  Psal  xxiii.  4. 
y  Heb.  xiii   5,      z  Psal.  xlvi.  1.     a  Psal  xxxi.  5. 
'b  1  Pet.  iv.  19.      c  Luke  xvi.  22.     ciEph  v.  27. 
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it  come  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  per- 
fect.e 

When  it  is  absent  from  the  body,  may  it  be 
present  with  the  Lord.y 

This  day  let  it  be  with  thee  in  paradise  .^^ 
Now  let  it  be  for  ever  comforted,^  and  per- 
fectly freed  from  sin. 

1^0?^  those  ivho  are  deprived  of  Reason, 

OH,  look  with  pity  upon  those,  that  are 
put  out  of  the  possession  of  their  own  souls  :,i 
Avhose  judgment  is  taken  away, A' so  that  their 
soul  chooseth  strangling'  and  death  rather 
than  life./ 

Oh,  restore  them  to  themselves,  and  their 
right  mind. 7?;,  ' 

Deliver  them  from  doinp;  themselves 
harm,w  and  whatever  aHlictions  thou  layest 
upon  any  of  us  in  this  world,  preserve  to  us 
the  use  of  our  reason,  and  the  peace  of  oui- 
conscience. 

For  afllcted  and  bereaved  Families. 

VISIT  the  houses  of  mourning  as  our 
Saviour  did,  and  comfort  them  by  assuring 
them,  that  Christ  is  the  resurrection  and  the 


eHeb.  xii.23.    /2  Cor.  v.  8. 

g  Luke  xx'iii   4; 

Luke  xvi.  25,     i  Luke  xxi.  19. 

k  Job  xxvii.  2. 

Jcb  vii   15,     7?i  Luke  viiu  55. 

n  Acts  xvi.  2S. 

H 
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life,o  that  their  relations,  which  are  removed 
from  tiiem,  are  not  dead  but  sleep,/i  and  that 
they  shall  rise  again,  that  tliey  may  not  sor- 
row as  those  that  have  no  hope.y 

Enable  them  to  trust  in  the  living  God,r 
the  rock  of  ages,  aixl  enjoy  the  fountain  of 
living  waters  ;  when  creatures  prove  broken 
reeds  and  broken  cisterns.* 

Be  a  father  to  the  fatherless,  and  a  hus- 
band to  the  widov/s,  O  God,  in  thy  holy  hab- 
itation.? 

Keep  them  alive,  and  let  the  widov»s  trust 
in  thee.w 

For  recover]/  from   Sickness^ 

WE  extol  thee,  O  Lord,  upon  the  account 
of  those  \\  horn  thou  hast  lifted  up,  whose  soul 
thou  hast  brought  up  from  the  grave,  and 
kept  them  alive,  that  they  should  not  go  dov/n 
to  the  pit.iy 

Those  that  were  brought  lovv  thou  hast 
helped  ;  hast  delivered  their  soul  from  death, 
their  eyes  from  tears,  and  their  feet  from 
falling.  Give  them  grace  to  walk  before 
thee  in  the  land  of  the  living,  to  offer  to  thee 
the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving,  to  call  upon  the 
name  of  tlie  Lord  and  pay  their  vov.'s  to  hini.jr 

o  John  xi.  23,  25.  p  Matt,  ix   li4. 

^  I  Thes   iv.  33.       r  1  Tim.  vi    17-       *•  Jer.  ii.  13. 
t  Psal.  Ixviii.  5.      u  Jer.  xHx.  11.    "jy  P»-^l  xxx.  !,.'>. 
X  Psal.  cxvi,  6,  8,  9,  13. 
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Lord  grant  that  those,  who  are  delivered 
from  death,  may  not  be  as  the  nine  lepers  ;  y 
who  did  not  return  to  give  thanks  ;  or  as  Heze- 
kiah  who  rendered  not  again  £iccording  to  the 
benefits  done  unto  him.z 

Those  whom  the  Lord  has  chastened  sore, 
yet  has  not  delivered  them  over  unto  death  ; 
Oh,  that  they  may  therefore  praise  him  who 
is  become  their  salvation.a 

For  Seamen. 

LET  those,  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in 
ships,  that  do  business  in  great  waters,  ob- 
serve the  v/orks  of  the  Lord  there,  and  his 
wonders  in  the  deep  ;  b  and  acknowledge 
what  a  great  God  he  is,  whom  the  winds  and 
sea  obey.c 

Oh,  preserve  them  through  the  paths  of 
the  sea,f/  and  in  perils  by  waters  and  by  rob- 
bers.e 

If  the  stormy  winds  be  raised,  which  lifteth 
np  the  waves  so  that  they  are  at  their  wit's 
end,  deliver  them  out  of  their  distresses, 
make  the  storm  a  calm,  and  bring  them  to 
their  desired  haven  ;  and  oh,  that  those,  who 
are  delivered  may  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to 
the  children  of  men./ 

y  Lnke  xvii    18.  z  2  Chron   xxxii.  25. 

a  Psal  cxviii.  IS,  21.  b  Psal.  cvii   23,  24. 

€  Matt.  viii.  27.       d  Psal.  viii.  8.       e  2  Cor.  xi.  2<5. 
/Psalm  cvii.  25,  26,  27,  28.  29.  30. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Conclusion  of  Prayer. 

NOW  the  God  of  peace,  tiiat  brought 
again  from  the  dead  ov.r  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep, 
through  the  blood  of  the  everiastine:  covenant, 
make  us  perfect  in  every  good  vfork  to  do  his 
Aviil,  Vr'orking  in  us  that  which  is  well  pleasing 
in  his  sight ;  through  Christ  Jesus.a  do  for 
us  exceeding  abundantly  aiwvc  Vv  hat  v/e  are 
able  to  ask  or  think  according  to  the  power 
that  worketh  in  us.<^ 

Now  the  God  of  Israel  grant  us  the  things 
we  have  rsquestcd  of  him.c 

Let  the  words  of  our  mouths,  and  the 
meditations  of  our  liearts,  be  acceptable  in 
thy  sight,  O  Lord,  our  strength  and  our  Re- 
deemer.c/ 

Lord,  thou  hast  assured  us,  that  whatever 
vre  ask  the  Father  hi  Christ's  name,  he  will 
give  it  us  :e  we  ask  all.  these  things  in  that 
name. 

Now  to  God  only  wise,  be  glory  through 
Jesus  Christ  for  ever,  Amen./" 

r.  Keb.  xiii.  20.  h  Eph  iii.  20  r  1  Sam.  i.  17, 
d  Psal.  xix.  14.       e  John  xvl.  23.     /Eom.xvi.  27. 
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Now  to  the  Kin,^  eternal,  immortal,  invisi- 
ble, the  only  wise  God,  be  honor  and  glory, 
for  ever,  Amen. 5" 

Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  us  from 
falling,  and  present  us  faultless  before  the 
presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy,  to 
the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour  be  glory  and 
majesty,  dominion  and  pov/er,  novv^  and  for 
ever,  Amen.A 

Blessing  and  honor  and  glory  and  power  be 
unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  and  unto 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever,  Ameni 

g  1  Tun.  i.  ir         h  Judel4,  25.       i  Rev.  v.  13. 
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AN  ESSAY 

ON  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  DUTY  OF 

PRAYER. 


IT  is  proposed,  in  these  few  pages,  to  lay  before  the 
reader,  some  thoughts  and  observations  on  the 
important  subject  of  prayer.  And  the  thoughts 
which  vvill  be  suggested,  are  intended  to  illustrate 
the  nature  of  the  duty — the  foundation  of  it — the 
erids  and  design  of  it — the  manner  in  which  it  is  to;,- 
be  performed— and  the  great  and  poiverfid  encou- 
ragements to  the  stated  and  constant  practice  of  it. 

SECTION  I. 

^  I  ^PIE  nature  of  the  duty  of  prayer,  will 
X.  now  be  attempted  to  be  explained. 
Prayer  is  essential  to  religion  ;  and  of 
course,  no  person,  Avho  lives  in  the  allowed 
ORfiission  of  it,  can  have  any  good  grounds 
to  hope  for  the  divine  favor,  or  for  a  seat 
at  last,  in  the  mansions  of  peace  above.  It  is 
a  duty,  likewise,  of  the  greatest  importance 
in  itself,  and  more  than  any  other,  tends  to 
keep  alive  in  us,  a  sense  of  the  presence  of 
Cod — of  our  need  of  his  mercy— of  cur  en- 
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tire  deper.dance  on  liim — and  the  high  obh- 
gations,  under  -which  v/e  are  to  him  for  his 
kind  care  over,  and  rich  goodness  towards  us. 
"it  is  in  truth,  the  great  medium  of  com- 
munion and  intercourse  with  him.  Had  we 
no  rc'u elation  from  heaven  to  instruct  us,  in 
the  right  way  thither,  the  light  of  reason  alone 
Avould  oblige  us  to  be  constant  and  devout  in 
calling  upon  the  name  of  God.  It  is  a  piece 
of  respect  and  homage  so  exactly  consonant 
to  the  natural  ideas,  which  all  men  have  of  the 
SuiTreme  Being,  that  it  is  certain  that  those 
who  live  without  prayer,  live  Vvithcut  God  in 
I  he  world. 

What,  then,  is  tlic  nature  of  the  duty  ? 
The  scriptures  speak  of  it,  under  the  idea  of 
our  drawini-;  iiear  \oi_\<jd — ///"f'r/rup  our  sculs 
to  him — pcurivi;  cut  cur  hearts  before  him — 
2i.n(\.iieck'nig  his  face.  It  is  a  religious  calhng 
iipon  God  fou!idtd  upon  the  belief,  lx)th  of 
his  infinite  knowledge,  power,  and  presence, 
and  of  his  abundant  goodness  and  tender  mer- 
cy in  Jesus  Chribt  :  in  consequence  of  which, 
he  is  always  ready  to  hear  and  receive  cur 
];rayers  ;  perfectly  acquainted  with  adl  our 
jieeds,  iT.(^,  ;\;l!y  able  to  supply  them.  Pray- 
er, thc^L?b]f.  is  the  eokmn  oflcrirg  up  de- 
Tcut  acknowledgments  and  the  desires  of  the 
heart  to  Cod  for  things  agretablelo  his  will* 
through  the  Mediatcrr  Ii  is  the  lifting  up  of 
the  mind  to  God,  by  ^^  hattver  m  ay  it  is  made, 
whether  we    utter     cr  iccucits   v/ilh  cur 
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■mouuis,  or  onh/  ofFer  the  thoughts  of  the 
heart.  Prayer  is  expresshig- a  constant  re^ 
ligious  dependance  upon  his  v/ise  and  good 
Providence,  gratitude  for  the  benefits  ^vhich 
we  recieve,  a  patient  submission  to  his  will 
under  aiTlictions,  an  ingenuous  trust  in  him — - 
«nd  relying  on  his  gracious  assistances  to 
help  our  sincere  endeavors.  And  it  is  ei- 
ther public  in  the  house  of  God,  or  private 
in  our  families,  or  secret  in  oiu'  closets — of 
ejacuiatory,  often  ascending  to  the  Supreme 
throne,  through  ail  the  business  of  the  day, 
and  silence  of  the  night,  upon  all  emergen^ 
cies  and  occasions.  The  times,  when  it  is  to 
be  preformed  are  eminently,  morning  and 
evening,  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  each 
revoh'iig  day.  There  must  be  the  morning 
and  evening  sacrifice.  Nature  and  reason,  as 
■well  as  the  ordinance  of  heaven,  in  the  Jewish 
worship,  point  out  the  commencement  and 
close  of  every  day,  as  the  lit  and  proper  stated 
seaso?2s  of  family,  and  closet  devotion.  We 
are  commanded  to  pray  cofUinuaUy ;  and 
v/ithout  ceasing^  alluding  to  the  morning  and 
evening  oblations  under  the  ancient  dispensa- 
tion— the  daily  sacrifice.  The  meaning  can- 
not be  that  we  should  spend  our  whole  time 
in  this  duty,  because  there  are  other  duties 
and  concerns  to  be  regarded,  of  equal  mo- 
ment ;  but  that  we  should,  constantly  and 
diligently,  attend  upon  the  duty,  every  day, 
lis  our  state  and  condition  shall  permit  ;  an4 : 
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on  such  occasions  also  as  the  Providence  of 
God  may  minister.  And  we  are  further  to 
cultivate  a  prayerful  temper  of  mind,  or  ha- 
bitual disposition  to  seek  to  heaven  for  a  sup- 
ply of  all  our  wants,  and  to  p^o  to  God  on  all 
occasions  of  trouble,  as  readily,  cheerfully, 
and  natuarlly,  as  a  dutiml  child  to  a  kind  pa- 
rent. '"  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a 
very  present  help  in  trouble.  But  ye  have 
received  the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we 
cry,  Abba,  Father.  Let  us  therefore  come 
boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time 
of  need." 

The  things  for  which  we  are  to  pray,  are 
the  blessings  of  this  life,  and  of  grace,  tempo- 
ral and  spiritual  mercies.  Life — healths — food 
— raiment — -friends — all  that  we  have,  or 
hope  to  enjoy  proceed  from  the  Supreme 
Being  : — and  in  all,  we  entirely  depend  on 
his  Providence.  Every  good  and  perfect  gift 
Cometh  down  from  above,  from  the  Father  of 
lights.  F'or  the  favors  and  bounties  of  God, 
in  relation  to  the  present  life,  we  are  earnestly 
and  constantly  to  pray  ;  and  to  acknowledge 
the  divine  hand,  in  all  our  ways,  with  a  full 
submission  to  the  divine  will,  in  whatever  a 
Holy  Sovereign  shall  please  to  allot  or  order 
for  us.  But  that  for  which  we  ought  to  be 
more  especially  concerned,  and  have  still 
more  need  to  beg  the  divine  assistance.  Is  the 
supply  of  our  slnvitual  wants:  that  God  would 
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bestow  on  us  his  eternal  salvation  and  all  the 
qualifications  and  prerequisites  of  it — would 
pity  and  bless,  renew  and  forgive  us — would 
enable  us  to  fulfil  all  duty—believe  his  truths 
—obey   his    precepts— rest   on    his_ ail-suffi- 
ciency— persevere   in  holiness—patiently  to 
continue    in    well-doing — adopt  us  into^  his 
family — entitle  us  to  the  privileges    of  his 
children — to  the  promises  of  his  word— and 
glories  of  his  kingdom — recieve  us  into  his 
lavor  here,  and  accept  of  us,  when  we  come  to 
die.     For  spiritual  life,  peace,  forgivness  of 
sin,  divine  influence,   justification,    adoption, 
increase  of  grace,  perseverance  therein    to 
the  end  we  are  to  pray,  particularly,  earnest- 
ly, and  absolutely,  without  any  qualifications, 
because  we  know  these   things  to  be  always 
proper  for  us  to  ask,   and  always  agreeable 
to  the  will  of  God.     The  parts  of  prayer  are 
invocation^ — adoration- — confession — petition — ■ 
thanksgiviyig — and  intercession. — Invocation  is 
making  mention  of  one  or  more  of  the  names 
or  titles  of  God,  expressing  our  purpose  to 
worship  him,  and  desiring  his  assistance  and 
acceptance,  under  a  sense  of  our  insufficiency 
and  unAvorthiness.    Adoration  is  that  part  of 
prayer  which  contains  the  mention  of  the  na- 
ture of  God  with  the  highest  admiration  and 
reverence,   his  iniinite  glories,    unity  of  es- 
sence, and  inconcievable  subsistence  in  three 
persons,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  Holy  Spir- 
it—his several  attributes^  various  works,  and 
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relation  to  us. — Confession  is  tlitit  part  oi 
prayer  which  consists  in  a  humble  sense  and 
ucknowlecV^ment  of  our  lew  nature — our  de- 
pravity of  heart — :;ntire  destitution  of  all  ho- 
liness, as  we  coiTie  into  the  v>  orld — cur  sins — 
guilt — desert  of  punishment,  and  our  wants.— 
Petition  or  pleading,  is  that  part  of  prayer 
which  includes  the  desires  of  deliverance 
from  all  evil,  temporal,  spiritual,  and  eternal 
—and  bestov;ment  of  ail  good,  temporal,  spir- 
itual and  eternal  on  ourselves  and  others.- — 
Thanksgiving  is  that  part  of  prayer  which 
gives  unto  God  the  honor  and  glory  due  unto 
his  holy  name,  and  ascribes  blessing,  and 
glory  to  him  for  all  the  benefits  received  from 
his  infinite  Rnness. — Intercession  is  that  part 
of  prayer  which  seeks  favoi^  and  mercies 
for  others. — Blessing  God  for  v/hat  he  is  in 
hini-:>clf,  and  for  what  he  has  done  for  us  and 
W'ishir.g  and  ascribing  honor  and  glory  to 
him,  is  the  proper  cojiclusion  of  prayer. — 
Such  is  the  nature,  and  these  are  the  several 
parts  of  prayer,  a  word  used  in  scripture,  in  a 
Very  extensive  sense,  '*  including  not  only  a 
request  aiui  pji'ticn  formercies^but  the  whole 
address  of  a  creature  on  earth  to  God  in 
heaven,  iJ;  .i,L  r- cry  thing  that  concerns  his 
(xod>  h::;  :•.':;;  ::cr,  c-v  himself^  in  this  w^orld 
or  t':e  \.::\'C'  >:-  ...->.''  I;octor  \Vatts,  in  his 
Guid-r  to  piuyer,  says,  •■*  I  \vaovj  not  a  more 
natural  order  of  things  than  this  is  :  To  be- 
2"in  v.'ith  invocation,  or  caliiirg  upon    God ; 
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then  proceed  to  adore  that  God  whom  we  in- 
voke because  of  his  various  glories  ;  v;e  are 
then  naturally  led  to  the, work  of  confession, 
considering  what  little,  contemptible  creatures 
we  are  in  the  presence  of  so  adorable  a  God; 
and  to  humble  ourselves  because  of  our  a- 
bounding  sins,  and  our  many  necessities. 
When  we  have  given  praise  to  a  God  of  such 
holiness,  and  having  spread  our  wants  before 
liini,  petitions  formercy,  naturally  follow,  and 
pleading,  with  such  divine  arguments,  as  the 
Spirit  and  word  of  God  put  into  our  mouths, 
should  accompany  our  requests  ;  after  all 
we  resign  ourselves  into  the  hands  of  God, 
and  express  our  self-dedication  to  him  ;  then 
we  recollect  the  mercies  that  wx  have  receiv- 
ed, and  out  of  gratitude  pay  him  our  tribute 
of  honor  and  thanks.  And  as  he  is  glorious 
in  himself,  and  glorious  in  his  works  of  pow- 
er and  grace,  so  we  bless  him  and  ascribe  ev- 
erlasting glory  to  him. 

"  I  cannot  but  t/ink  it  a  very  useful  thing  for 
young  beginners  in  the  work  of  prayer  to  re- 
memberall  these  heads,  in  their  order—to  dis- 
pose of  their  thoughts,  and  desires  before  God 
in  this  method, proceeding  regularly  from  one 
part  to  another.  And  as  this  must  needs  be 
useful  to  assist  and  teach  us  to  pray  in  public, 
so  sometimes  in  our  secret  retirements,  it 
may  not  be  im.proper  to  pursue  the  same  prac- 
tice." Yet  it  must  be  granted,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  confining  ourselves  to  this,  or  a- 
l' 
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my  other  set  method  any  more  than  there  is  of 
confiDing  ourselves  to  a  form  m  prayer. 

SECTION  II. 

E  will  next  inquire  into  the  foundation 

prayer. 

The  fovndation  of  this  duty  lies  in  our 
grants  and  weaknesses,  and  in  a  belief  of  the 
power  and  goodness  of  him,  to  whom  we  ad- 
dress ourselves,  and  of  his  particuhu'  as  well 
as  general  Providence.  Of  him,  through 
him,  and  to  him  are  all  things.  In  him  we 
live,  move,  and  have  our  beings.  As  posses- 
sed of  ail  possible  perfections— having  an  in- 
finite fulness — and  standing  in  the  relation  to 
us,  of  creator,  preserver,  benefactor,  law-giv- 
er, and  judge,  and  as  exercising  a  general  and 
particular  providence,  we  are  to  worship  be- 
fore him.  He  is  absolutely  independent  and 
all-sufficient.  He  has  an  eye  to  pity— an  ear 
to  hear — and  an  arm  to  save.  Infinite  wis- 
dom and  infinite  pov/er  constitute  his  all-suf- 
ficiency. All  his  attributes  and  glories  indeed 
combine  in  laying  a  proper  foundation  for  the 
duty  of  prayer.  Were  he  not  om.nipresent 
and  omniscient  ;  did  he  not  knov/  all  things, 
and  had  he  not  an  infinite  fulness,  there  would 
be  no  grounds  to  prefer  cur  petitions  and 
supplications  to  him.  Had  lie  not  power  to 
bestow,  and  goodness  to  incline  him  to  bless 
and  assist  us,  there  would  be  no  foundation 
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to  seek  to  him.  Had  he  no  ability  or  willing- 
ness, or  were  he  not  present  by  a  particular 
providence,  to  attend  to  the  situation  and  con-^ 
dition  of  ail  his  creatures,  there  would  be  no 
foundation  for  our  addresses  to  his  throne, 
and  no  hope  of  relief  in  our  wants  or  fears. 

Our  wants,  likewise,  constitute  a  part  of 
the  foundation  of  prayer.  Had  we  no  wants, 
■  there  would  be  no  need  of  prayer,  and  the 
duty  would  be  superfluous.  But  all  rational 
creatures  have  many  wants,  and  therefore  all 
should  seek  to  God  for  a  supply.  We  are 
poor,  frail,  dying  creatures.  We  are  also 
miserable,  guilty  sinners,  odious  to  divine  pu- 
rity, and  obnoxious  to  divine  vengeance.  We 
have  wants,  which  we  cannot  supply.  We 
are  surrounded  with  evils,  which  we  cannot 
remove,  and  liable  to  calamities,  which  we 
can  only  deplore.  We  are  exposed  to  dan- 
gers both  seen  and  unseen,  against  which  we 
cannot  sufficiently  provide.  There  is,  conse- 
quently, a  just  foundation  for  the  duty  of 
prayer.  All  reasonable  and  candid  minds 
cannot  help  perceiving  it.  "  Let  us  therefore 
come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  v,e 
may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in 
time  of  need.  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he 
may  be  found,  and  call  ye  upon  him  while  he 
is  near." 
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SECTION  III. 

TKE  ends  and  design  of  pr?.yer  were  the 
next  thing  lo  be  considered.  After  opening 
the  nature,  and  pointing;  out  the  foundation  of 
the  duty,  it  seems  requisite  to  show  its  ends 
and  design.  What  good  do  our  prayers, 
liowever  sincere  and  constant,  accomplish  ? 
What  is  the  use  or  purpose  of  them  ?  This 
is  r.n  important  and  interesting  branch  of  the 
subject ;  and  what  will  be  offered,  it  is  Iioped, 
v/ill  convince  ail,  at  least,  of  the  reasonable- 
ness and  necessity  of  the  duty. 

The  ends  and  design  of  prayer,  it  ought  to 
be  particularly  remembered  are  not  to  make 
any  alterations,  either  in  the  mind  or  pur- 
poses, or  affections  of  God.  Petitions  and 
recjuests,  to  men  like  ourselves,  are  designed 
to  causQ  them  to  pity  us,  and  change  their 
purposes.  But  v/e  grossly  err,  and  betray 
great  ignorance,  if  we  imagine  that  the  de- 
sign of  our  petitions  to  God,  the  holy  Sove- 
reign of  the  universe,  is  to  change  his  mind. 
Yet  many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have  no  higher 
or  more  consistent  notions  of  so  plain  a  duty, 
than  that  it  is  intended  to  bring  about  seme 
change  in  the  object,  either  to  make  him 
more  friendly  and  lenient,  or  to  produce  some 
alteration  in  his  nature,  will,  and  purposes. 
But  it  is  not  any  part  of  the  design  of  our  ad- 
dresses to  God  to  alter  his  mind  or  purposes. 
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He  would  be  imperfect,  were  he  capable  of 
any  change.  A  being  who  is  all-perfect  can 
never  change.  The  Almighty  Jehovah  is 
the  same  from  eternity  to  eternity  ;  the  same 
in  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power  ;  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever.  "  Before  the 
mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  ever  thou 
hadst  formed  the  earth  and  the  world  ;  even 
from  everlasting  to  everlasting  thou  art  God." 
His  mind  is  always  the  same,  and  can  never 
alter.  "  He  is  of  one  mind  and  v/ho  can  turn 
him  ?  and  v/liat  his  soul  desireth  that  he  doth: 
for  he  performeth  the  thing  appointed  for  me.'* 
His  purposes  are,  likewise,  fixed,  beyond  all 
possibility  of  change.  He  sees  things  just  as 
they  are,  in  ail  cases ;  and  consequently 
there  can  be  no  room  or  ground  for  any  alter- 
ation. "  I  know  that  whatsoever  God  doth,  it 
shall  be  for  ever  :  nothing  can  be  put  to  it:  nor 
any  thing  taken  from  it,  and  God  doth  it  that 
men  should  fear  before  him."  On  his  im- 
mutabiUty  rests  the  stability  of  the  universe. 
Were  he  changeable,  often  altering  his  de- 
signs and  counsels,  we  could  hav»  no  depen- 
dance  upon  him,  ti  list  in  his  promises,  or 
hopes  of  his  lasting  favor.  But  he  is  the  Fa- 
ther of  lights,  with  who\Ti  there  is  no  varia- 
bleness or  so  much  as  shadow^  of  turning. 
Thus,  therefore,  he  speaks  of  himself,  "  I  am 
the  Lord,  I  change  not,  th.erefore  ye  sons  of 
Jacob  arc  not  consumed." 
I   2 
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Equally  evident  it  is,  that  the  ends  and  de- 
sign of  prayer  are  not  to  excite  divine  com- 
miseration and  clei-nency.  Many  will  be 
ready  to  allow  that  God  is  immutable,  but 
stiil  conceive  that  our  abundant  and  aflection- 
ate  cries  to  him  are  designed  to  draw  forth 
his  tender  mercy,  or  to  make  him  mild  and 
relenting  Avhen  he  beholds  cur  distresses 
and  Eorrov.'s.  Such  a  notion  of  the  ends 
of  prayer,  though  entertained  by  many,  pro- 
ceeds from  defective  and  unworthy  views  of 
the  divine  nature  and  attributes.  What  has 
given  rise  to  such  a  mistaken  idea,  in  the 
minds  of  people,  and  especially  children,  is 
that  our  requests  to  our  fellow  creatures  are 
intended  to  excite  iheir  feelings  of  sympathy 
and  ccmmiseration.  When  we,  in  an  affec- 
tionate and  lively  m.anner,  describe  to  others, 
cur  calamities  and  v  ants,  it  is  to  move  their 
bowels  of  compassion.  Thus,  the  transition 
is  easy  to  the  supposition  that  God  is  moved 
to  ccmpasfcion  by  our  pathetic  supplications  to 
him  for  relief.  But  the  design  of  prayer  is 
by  no  me£B^s  to  excite  the  pity  of  the  Deity. 
Were  this  the  end  of  our  homage  and  cries 
to  God,  it  would  imply  that  he  was  not,  in 
his  own  nature,  sufticiently  inclined  to  mercy, 
but  was  };ard-hearted  and  cruel,  inexorable 
and  unkind.  This  would  be  the  highest  re- 
proach o  him:  For  he  is,  indeed,  infinitely 
merciful,  benevolent,  and  kind  ;  the  Father 
of  mercies ;   slow  unto   anger  ;  abundant jn 
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goodness,   in   long-suffering,    and    in   every 
amiable   attribute.     He   is  said  to  delight  m 
mercy,  which  is  a  most  endearing  view  of  the 
clemency  of  his  nature.     "  Who  is  a  God 
like  unto  thee,   that  pardoneth  iniquity,   and 
passeth  by  the  transgression  of  the  remnant 
of  his  heritage  ?  He  retaineth  not  his  anger 
for  ever,  because  he   delighteth  in  mercy." 
He  is  said,  also,  to  extend  his  pity  over  all  his 
•works.     "  The  Lord  is  gracious  and  full  ot 
compassion,  slow  to  anger  and  of  great  mer- 
cy.    The  Lord  is  good  to  all ;  and  his  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works."     Hence  we 
are  commanded  to  imitate  his  merciful  na- 
ture.    ''  Be  ye,  therefore,  merciful,  as  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven,  is  merciful."     Cer- 
tainly, then,  the  end  of  prayer  cannot  be  to 
move  him  to  compassion,  as  he  is  infinitely 
merciful,  in  his  own  nature,  and  always  ready 
to  exercise  his  tender  pity,  when  it  is  wise  und 
best.     We  are,  of  course,  never  once  to  ad- 
mit the  supposition  that  God  stands  in  need 
of  being   stirred  up  to  compassion  by  affect- 
ing descriptions   of  our  misery,  eloquent  ad- 
dresses,   mournful   complaints,     or   ardent 
petitions. 

Neither  can  the  purpose  of  prayer  be  to 
suspend  or  interrupt  the  laws  of  nature  or 
operations  of  second  causes,  and  bend  the 
government  of  God  to  the  wants  of  the  crea- 
ture. Our  supplications  and  homage  a^e 
:;ot  designed  to  iiKlure  himtOj^work  mirac.es 
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or  to  Interfere  with  the  order  and  harmony  of 
his  government.  In  this  age  of  tlie  v;orld, 
we  are  not  to  expect  m.iraculous  interposi- 
tions, in  our  behalf,  or  in  behalf  of  our  friends, 
our  country,  or  the  church  of  Christ.  We, 
consequently,  form  very  wrong  ideas  of  the 
ends  and  design  of  prayer,  if  we  conceive  that 
it  is  intended  to  destroy  or  alter  the  plan  of 
the  divine  government,  to  suspend  the  power 
of  second  causes,  or  to  work  miracles  for  us. 
It  was  not  instituted  for  these  purposes. 
Such  purposes,  indeed,  v.ould  destroy  all  or- 
der, and  bring  the  utiTK)st  confusion  into  both 
the  natural  and  moral  world.  If  none  ©f  the 
things  now  mentioned  be  the  ends  and  design 
of  prayer,  the  question  still  returns,  what  are 
its  purposes,  or  what  valuable  ends  does  it 
answer  ? 

One  is,  to  impress  deeply  upon  the  mind, 
a  sense  of  the  presence  of  God — our  depend- 
ance  en,  and  acccuntableness  to  him.  We 
are  naturally  unapt  to  realize  the  being  and 
perfections  of  the  First  Cause  of  all  things. 
We  see  him  not  witii  our  bodily  eyes,  for  he 
is  invisible,  and  are  inchned  to  forget  his  uni- 
virsal  presence,  and  all  the  attributes  and 
glories  of  his  nature,  and  our  constant  and 
entire  dependance  on  him.  Prayer  is  adapted 
in  itself  to  bring  to  the  mind  the  divine  ex- 
istence and  glories  ;  and  our  accountableness, 
as  rational  creatures  and  m.orai  agents.  We 
«annoL    iiddrcss  ourselves   to  the   throne   of 
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gi'ace,  ^Yithout  conceiving  of  the  being  and 
presence  of  God,  and  that  we  are  dependant 
upon  him  for  all  mercies,  and  responsible  to 
him  for  ail  our  thoughts,  words,  and  actions, 
the  temper  of  our  mind,  and  conduct  of  our 
lives.  Hence,  the  apostle  to  the  Hebrews 
says,  "  He  that  comsth  to  God  must  believe 
that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him."  Those  who  never 
come  to  him  by  prayer,  who  live,  day  after 
day,  habitually  without  it,  cannot  be  supposed 
to  have  any  realizing  and  impressive  practic- 
al persuasion  of  his  being  and  glories,  or  their 
own  dependance  on  him,  or  accountablenes* 
to  him.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  have 
the  same  sense  of  his  existence,  and  their  de- 
pendance, as  those  have,  who  give  themselves 
to  this  duty.  V/e  ought  to  feel  our  entire 
and  constant  dependance  on  him,  every  mo- 
ment, for  life  and  all  the  blessings  of  life,  for 
pardon  and  all  the  hopes  of  happiness  in  a 
future  world.  All  w^e  have,  and  are,  or  hope 
to  have,  or  enjoy,  cometh  from  the  exuberant 
fountain  of  all  being  and  blessedness.  In  him 
we  live,  move,  and  have  our  beings.  He  is 
Eot  far  from  every  one  of  us,  however  much 
we  may  neglect  or  forp;et  him,  or  his  provi- 
dence. "  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit, 
or  whither  snail  I  flee  from  thy  presence  :  if 
I  ascend  up  into  heaven,  thou  art  there  ;  if  I 
make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold  thou  art  there. 
If  I  take  the  win;;-^  cfthe  morninp:,  and  dwell 
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in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea,  even  there 
shall  thy  hand  lead  nie,  and  thy  rii^ht  hand 
hold  me."  God  is  omnipresent,  confined  to, 
and  excluded  from  no  part  of  space.  And  to 
make  us  feel  that  he  is  present,  possessed  of 
all  possible  excellencies,  that  he  sees  us,  that 
we  are  altogether  dependant  on  him,  and  ac- 
countable to  him  is  one  important  end  of 
prayer. 

Another  great  and  leading  purpose  of  the 
duty,  is  suitably  to  dispose  and  prepare  the 
mind  for  the  reception  of  divine  favors. — 
While  v.'e  have  no  sense  of  the  being,  pre- 
sence, and  attributes  of  God,  of  our  absolute- 
ly dependant  state,  and  infinite  obligations  to 
him,  we  are  not  in  a  meet  situation  to  have 
favors  and  blessings  bestowed  on  us.  We 
should  not  feel  our  need  of  them,  or  obliga- 
tions gratefully  to  acknowledge  them,  when 
bestov/ed.  There  is  a  direct  and  natural  ten- 
dency in  this  duty  of  religion  to  fit  the  mind 
to  receive  pardon,  and  all  favors  and  mercies. 
It  scftens  the  affections.  It  lays  us  open  to 
g'ood  impressions.  It  brings  us  to  the  foot- 
stool of  a  holy  and  sovereign  God,  where  we 
ought  to  feel  ourselves.  It  necessarily  leads 
us  to  look  up  to  the  Majesty  of  heaven  and 
earth,  as  seated  on  a  throne  of  glory,  as  the 
omnipresent,  omniscient,  all-powerful,  and 
original  cause  of  all  things — the  Maker,  Gov- 
ernor, LaM'giver,  Judge,  and  Disposer  of  the 
created  universe.     Addresses  and  supplica- 
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tions  to  heaven  tercel,  therc!'jre,  necessarily  to 
make  us  realize  our  own  state,  as  frail,  de- 
pendant creatures — ^insufficient  for  our  own 
happiness— ^unable  to  ward  off  evils,  or  fly 
from  them — standing  in  need  of  divine  pity 
and  grace — of  temporal  and  spiritual  good 
things — having  minds  darkened — afTections 
impure— and  sins  innumerable.  The  native 
consequence  of  such  viev/s  is  to  make  us  see 
and  feil  how  vile  we  are  ;  how  guilty  ;  how 
unworthy  of  any  favor  from  a  holy  God.  This 
is  clearly  the  tendency  of  humble  and  impor- 
tunate addresses  to  our  Father  who  is  in 
heaven,  and  therefore  they  are  calculated  and 
designed  to  lit  and  prepare  us  for  mercy. 
More  than  any  thing  else  doth  prayer  fit  us 
for  receiving  gracious  aids  from  God.  The 
great  end  and  design  of  it  is,  therefore,  to  lay 
the  mind  open  for  divine  illuminations  and 
teachings — to  impress  and  soften  the  affec- 
tions— to  aw^e  the  conscience — to  raise  and 
elevate  our  views  to  God — and  suitably  pre- 
pare us  for  divine  blessings,  for  temporal  and 
spiritual  favors.  It  is,  consequently,  a  duty 
in  its  own  nature,  fit  and  proper  ;  and  divine 
wisdom  shines  bright  in  oblighig  us  by  ex- 
press command,  to  attend  upon  it  steadily  and 
constantly. 

A  further  end  and  design  of  prayer  is  to 
draw  down  upon  us,  as  the  means  divintlij 
constituted^  the  blessings  which  we  may,  from 
tim.e  to  time,  need.     It  is  expressly  appointed 
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by  a  wise  and  gracious  God,  to  be  the  mode 
of  access  to  nim,  and  means  of  deriving  bles- 
sings to  us.  It  is  to  be  performed  in  the 
name  of  the  only  Mediator  and  all-prevalent 
Advocate  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of 
the  Ahnighty,  in  a  depcndance  upon  the  in- 
fluence and  co-operations  of  the  ever  blessed 
Spirit  of  all  i2:race.  As  it  tends,  by  hs  native 
eilects,  to  fit  and  prepare  the  iriind  for  the 
reception  of  rr^ercies,  so  likewise  to  be  the 
channel  of  conveying  them  to  us.  For,  when 
we  are  suitably  prepared  to  receive,  God  is 
ready  to  confer  them  on  us.  It  is  his  delight 
to  confer  them,  and  in  his  own  apjiointed 
way.  It  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  him  ;  and 
his  infinite  benevolence  disposes  him  to  make 
his  creatures  the  subjects  of  his  kindness. 
He  ie  the  hearer  of  prayer  and  the  fountain 
of  all  grace  ;  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  we  ask  or  think.  When  he  diffu- 
ses happiness,  he  acts  out  his  own  benevolent 
heart.  He  delights  not  in  the  death  or  mis- 
ery, simply  considered,  of  the  guilty  sinner. 
He  is  good,  and  €loth  good,  continually.  And 
he  has  made  prayer,  by  his  own  special  ap- 
pointm.ent,  the  mean  of  deriving  blessings 
to  us— even  all  the  favors,  personal  or  rela- 
tive, public  or  private,  temporal  or  spiritual, 
which,  in  our  several  places  or  stations,  we 
may  need.  Therefore  we  are  to  go  to  him  as 
the  source  of  all  blessings  :  to  call  upon  him 
fer  all  we  want ;  for  he  waits  to  be  gracious  : 
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to  cry,  Abba,  Father  :  to  seek  to  him  as  chil- 
dren to  tender  parents,  for  a  supply  of  all  our 
needs— for  life— for  breath— for  health— for 
food— for  raiment— for  all  temporal  favors— 
especially  for    sanctifying    grace— forgiving 
niercy— inward  peace— and  every  thing  ne- 
cessary to  enable  us  to  serve  him  to  his  ac- 
ceptance in  this  world,  and  to  qualify  us  to 
serve  him  without  any  imperfection,  in  the 
next  state  of  existence.     He  has  expressly 
appointed  and  ordained  prayer,  as  the  channel, 
on  account  of  the  infinite  merits  of  his  Son, 
in  which  his  mercies  are  to  flow  down  to  us. 
It  is  the  only  way,  in  which  it  is  constituted 
for  us  to  go  to  him— the  only  way  appoint- 
ed to  bring  favors  and  blessings  to  us  ;  and 
therefore  obligatory  on  all  mankind, — on  all 
classes  of  people,    high    and  low,   rich  and 
poor,   old  and  young,  and  in  all  ages  of  the 
world.     What  duty  can  be  more  rational,  or 
becoming  our  station  as  creatures,  and  con- 
dition as  sinners,— and  to  which,  in  distress, 
man  naturally  resorts  ?    As  creatures  we  need 
the  power  of  God  to  protect  and  defend  us, 
and  goodness  to  preserve  and  bless  us.     As 
sinners  we  need  his  grace  to  sanctiiy  us,  and 
his  mercy  to  wash  away  the  guilt  of  all  our 
transgressions  through  the  precious  blood  of 
his  own  eternal  Son— grace  to   fit  us  to  live, 
and  to  prepare  us  to  die. 

It  may  not  improperly  be  subjoined,  that 
smother  end  and  design  of  the  duty  is  to  accus- 
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torn  us  before  band  to  Uie  exercises  of  beaven. 
All  tbe  blessed  inbabitants  of  that  world  of 
ligbt  and  perfection  encompass  tbe  throne  of 
tbe  triune  God,  witb  their  thanksgivings  and 
songs  of  praise.  They  prostrate  themselves 
before  the  eternal  Majesty,  in  the  most  lowly 
reverence.  Tbe  worship  of  God  on  earth,  is 
to  prepare  us  for  the  homage  and  adorations 
of  heaven.  •■'  Above  it  stood  the  seraphims, 
each  one  had  six  wings,  with  twain  he  cover- 
ed bis  face,  and  with  twain  he  did  fiy-  And 
one  cried  unto  ariother  and  said,  Holy,  ho^y, 
holy  is  tbe  Lord  of  hosts.  Tbe  whole  earth 
is  full  of  bis  glory." 

In  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  we  have  the 
most  magnificent  descriptions  of  tbe  devotions 
and  adorations  of  the  church  triumphant. 
"  And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  ma- 
ny angels  round  about  the  throne,  and  the 
beasts  and  tbe  Elders,  and  the  number  of 
them  w^as  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousanuy 
and  thousands  of  thousands,  saying  with  a 
loud  voice,  w^orthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain 
to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  v/isdom,  and 
strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing. 
And  every  creature  which  is  in  beaven,  and 
on  tbe  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  such 
as  are  in  tbiC  sea,  and  all  that  are  in  them, 
heard  I  saying,  blessing,  and  honor,  and  glo- 
ry, and  power  be  urito  him  that  sitteth  en  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever. 
And  the  four  beasts  said  amen,  and  tbe  four 
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xmd  twenty  Elders  fell   down  and  worshipped 
him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever." 

The  work  of  heaven  is  chiefly  loving-,  fear- 
ing, adoring,  and  praising  God  and  the  Re- 
deemer. The  principal  employment  is  di- 
vine hom?.'^.  "  Therefore  are  they  before 
the  throne^of  God,  and  sen^e  him  day  and 
night  in  his  temple.*'  Would  we  be  fitted  for 
the  work  of  heaven,  we  must  be  initiated 
into  it,  in  this  world.  KxA  as  loving,  adoring, 
and  praising  the  Creator  and  Redeemer  is 
the  chief  exercise  of  angels  and  saints  above, 
so  we  must  be  accustomed  to  this  devotional 
exercise,  in  this  state,  if  we  would  be  prepar- 
ed for  the  society  of  the  blessed  in  the  reahiis 
of  peace.  One'^end  of  the  devotions  of  the 
church  militant  is  to  fit  us  for  the  devotions 
of  the  church  triumphant.  We  are  to  wor- 
ship and  serve  God,  in  all  the  forms  of  wor- 
ship, that  we  may  be  prepared  in  the  temper 
of  our  minds  for  the  worship  and  service  of 
him  in  heaven. 

Prayer  to  God  is  designed  to  train  us  up  for 
the  sublime  services  of  the  heavenly  world. 
If  we  do  not  accustom  ourselves  to  the  per- 
formance of  it  here,  in  its  several  kinds,  how 
shall  we  be  able  to  join  in  it  hereafter  ?  It 
seems,  then,  that  one  important  end  and  de- 
sign of  worshipping  the  Supreme  Being  here 
below  is  to  train  us  up  for  his  worship,  in  a 
state  of  perfection  above  :  "  When  w^e  shall 
some  unto  Mount  Zion,  and  unto  the  city  of 


112  Matiner  of  Prayer, 

the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and 
to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  to  the 
general  assembly  of  the  church  of  the  first- 
born which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God 
the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men 
m^ade  perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  mediator  of 
the  new  covenant."  Such  are  the  ends  and 
design  of  prayer. 

SECTION  IV. 

THE  manner  in  which  prayer  is  to  be 
performed. 

We  are  to  pray  with  an  aivful  apfirehen- 
sicn  of  the  majesty  of  God,  and  a  chw  sense 
of  his  glorious  attributes.  He  is  clothed  with 
majesty,  and  decked  with  light,  as  with  a 
garment.  He  rideth  upon  the  wings  of  the 
wind  ;  and  his  angels  he  maketh  as  a  flame 
of  fire  ;  before  him  angels  bow,  saints 
adore,  and  the  pillars  of  heaven  quake.  The 
greatest  solemnity  and  deepest  reverence, 
therefore,  become  all  his  worshippers.  We 
are  to  come  before  him,  as  a  iipirit^  infinite 
unchangeable,  eternal,  and  self-existent., 
Impressed  with  a  sense  of  our  own  nothing- 
ness, and  his  transcendant  excellence,  having 
high,  adoring,  and  reverential  thoughts  of  him, 
and  low  and  abasing  thoughts  of  ourselves, 
are  we  to  address  the  throne  of  grace.  We 
must  consider  him,  as  omnipresent  and  om^- 
niscient  to  whom   our  secret  thoughts  and 
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the  prhicipie  whence  our  actions  How,  fire  bet- 
ter known  than  they  can  be  to  ourselves.— 
He  is  infinitely  holy,  and  of  course,  must 
be  displeased  with  that  worship  which  pro- 
ceeds from  a  conscience  defiled  with  sin,  or  is 
performed  in  an  unholy,  irreverent  manner. 
Thus  the  prophet  says,  addressing  himself  to 
God,  "  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
evils  and  canst  not  look  on  iniquity  ;"  that 
is,  thou  canst  not  behold  it,  without  the  ut- 
most detestation,  and  therefore  "  if  we  regard 
it  in  our  hearts,  he  will  not  hear  our  prayers." 
AV^c  must  address  ourselves  to  him,  under 
a  proper  sense  of  the  spirituality  of  his  na-^ 
ture,  entertaining  no  gross  ideas  of  him  like 
what  we  have  of  finite  and  corporeal  beings. 
While  our  deportment  is  grave  and  reveren-? 
tial,  our  hearts  must  be  engaged  in  the  duty 
and  be  disposed  to  give  him  the  glory  due 
unto  his  name.  We  are  also  to  look  up  to 
him  as  a  God  of  infinite  goodness,  mercy,  and 
faithfulness,  with  whom  is  plenteous  redemp- 
tion through  a  Mediator,  the  Saviour  of  man, 
and  a  God  of  infinite  power,  v.'ho  is  able  to  do 
exceeding  abundantly  above  ail  we  are  able 
to  ask  or  think.     Again, 

Our  supplications  are  to  be  offered  to  hea- 
ven with  the  deefiest  humility  or  affecting  sense 
of  our  own  unworthiness.  A  deep  sense  of 
unworthiness  naturally  flows  from  high,  ado- 
ring, and  reverential  thoughts  of  the  divine 
f-yrf!l«rnre  and  greatness.  If  we  have  any 
ii  2 


114         Manner  of  Prayer, 

right  views,  either  of  God  or  of  ourselves, 
we  shall  feei  infinitely  below  him.  lie  is  in 
heaven,  we  are  on  earth.  The  most  exalted 
intelligent  creatures  worship  him,  Vt^lth  the 
greatest  luimility.  The  seraphims  are  re- 
presented as  covering  their  faces  with  their 
wings,  when  in  the  divine  presence,  as  if  un- 
\vorthy  to  behold  his  glory  or  to  be  employ- 
ed in  his  service.  His  infinite  holiness,  and 
our  pollution,  on  account  of  sin,  should  in- 
duce us  to  offer  our  requests  to  him,  with  the 
lovv'est  abasement.  As  dependant  beings  we 
have  nothing  but  wlmt  is  derived  from  him. 
As  frail,  dying  creatures  we  wither  away  and 
are  brought  to  nothing.  In  the  book  of  Job 
man  is  compared  to  a  /tvj/that  is  easily  brok- 
en and  driven  to  and  fro,  or  to  stubble  that 
can  make  no  resistance  against  the  pursuing 
wind.  And  the  psalmist,  speaking  of  man  in 
general,  says,  *•  What  is  man  that  thou  tak- 
est  knowledge  of  him,  or  the  son  of  man  that 
thou  niakest  account  of  him.*'  And  elsewhere 
it  is  said,  "  What  is  man  that  thou  shouldst 
magniiy  him,  or  that  thou  shouldst  set  thine 
heart  upon  him."  These  are  humiliating 
considerations  ;  our  sense  of  unworthiness 
will  be  still  increased,  when  we  view  our- 
selves as  sinful,  guilty  creatures,  worthy  to 
be  abhorred  by  God,  who  niiglit  justly  reject 
us,  and  refuse  to  hear  and  answer  our  prayers. 
"We  are  nothing  before  the  Majesty  of  heaven 
imd  earth.     We  arc  vile  dust  and  ashes.  Our 
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foundation  is  in  the  dust,  and  we  are  making 
Iiasl:  -::•  the  grave.  But  God  inhabits  eterni- 
ty ;  the  High  and  Lofty  One,  who  dv/ells  in 
the  high  and  holy  place.  A  low  and  abasing 
sense  of  un worthiness  appears  in  the  best  of 
the  people  of  God,  in  their  approaches  into 
his  sacred  presence  :  Abraham,  when  plead- 
ing for  Sodom,  expresses  himself  thus,  "  Be- 
hold now  I  have  taken  upon  ms  to  speak  unto 
the  Lord,  who  am  but  dust  and  ashes."  Ja- 
cob says,  "  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all 
thy  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou 
hast  shewed  unto  thy  servants."  David,  the' 
a  king,  is  another  remarkable  instance  of  hu- 
mility in  prayer,  on  divine  record,  "  I  am  a 
worm  and  no  man."  And  the  publican  dared 
not  even  to  look  up  to  God.  "  And  the  pub- 
lican standing  afar  off  would  not  so  much  as 
lift  up  his  eyes  unto  heaven,  but  smote  upon 
his  breast,  saying,  God  be  merciful  unto  me 
a  sinner."  We  are,  then,  to  draw  near  to  God 
with  a  humble  frame  of  spirit,  with  deep  con- 
trition and  penitence  of  heart,  on  account  oi 
our  sins.     Further, 

An  afftcting  sense  of  our  wants,  as  weil  as 
sins,  should  accompany  our  prayers.  We 
ought  to  look  upon  ourselves  as  indigent 
creatures,  utterly  insufficient  for  our  own  hap- 
piness, divested  of  that  glory  and  those  orna- 
ments v/hich  v/ere  put  on  man,  at  first,  in  his 
state  of  innocence  ;  wholly  destitute  of  the 
divine  moral  image  as  we  are  born  into  the 
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world,  and  of  all  those  things  which  are  cssen-? 
tially  requisite  for  our  happiness,  and,  of  con- 
sequence, that  we  must  be  lost  for  ever  unless 
God  be  pleased,  out  of  his  mere  self-moving 
goodness,  to  supply  our  wants— renew  us  by 
his  Holy  €pii  it— forgive  our  trespasses,  and 
grant  us  an  interest  in  his  special  friendship. 
Feeling  that  we  are  sin-ic^rs,  conscious  of  the 
guilt  v/hich  we  have  contracted,  and  of  the 
punishment  to  which  we  liave  exposed  our- 
selves, we  must  draw  nigh  to  God,  through  a 
Mediator.  Under  a  sense  of  the  stain  and 
pollution  of  sin,  we  must  fall  down  before  the 
foot-stool  of  the  throne  of  grace,  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  self-Ioadiing.  We  are  to 
realize  how  much  we  arc  enslaved  to  sin — • 
how  much  we  have  been  inclined,  and  liovv' 
prone  we  are,  at  all  times,  to  forsake  the  truth ; 
to  neglect  duty  ;  to  serve  divers  lusts  and 
pleasures,  and  to  walk  according  to  the  course 
of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh 
in  the  children  of  disobedience.  We  are 
moreover  to  consider  sin  as  deeply  rooted  in 
cur  hearts,  debasing  our  affections,  defiling 
our  consciences,  and  captivating  our  wills. 
The  longer  we  live  in  it,  the  more  it  will  grow 
and  increase,  rendering  us  more  and  more 
indisposed  to  that  which  is  good,  and  setting 
us  at  a  greater  and  still  greater  distance  from 
God  and  holiness.  As  dependant,  frail,  dyini^- 
creatures,  we  need  the  power  and  goodnebii 
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«f  God  to  protect  us  ;  his  bounty,  patience, 
and  continued  care.  As  sinners,  we  are  in  a 
perishing  condition,  and  want  all  spiritual 
blessings.  A  prayer  acceptably  offered  to  ^ 
merciful  and  gracious  God,  is  offered  in  the 
exercise  of  a  penitential  frame  of  luind.  Let 
it  be  added,  ^■y. 

That  faith  must,  likewise,  accompany  our 
addresses  to  the  mercy-seat.  Faith  in  the 
blood  of  the  atonement  is  necessary  to  the 
acceptance  of  our  prayers.  Whatsoever  is 
not  of  faith  is  sin.  Faith  seems  to  be  essen-. 
tial  to  our  keeping  up  a  daily  intercourse  with 
the  Father  of  our  spirits.  This  principle  will 
lead  us  to  commit  ourselves,  and  all  our  con-, 
cerns,  into  a  Saviour's  hands,  depending  on 
his  merits  and  mediation  for  the  supply  of  all 
our  wants,  viewing  him  as  having  purchased, 
and  as  being  authorized  to  apply  all  the  bene^ 
fits  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  are  th» 
subject-matter  of  our  supplications  to  him. 
Thus  we  are  instructed  by  the  apostle  Paul  in 
respect  to  the  manner  of  our  prayer,  "  I  v/ilt 
therefore  that  men  pray  every  where,  lifting 
up  holy  hands,  without  wrath  and  doubting." 
It  is  the  will  of  God  that  all  men,  all  persons, 
of  every  age,  class,  and  station  in  life,  attend, 
Statedly  and  constantly,  upon  the  duty  of 
prayer.  And  they  are  to  pray  from  holy 
views,  and  to  have  no  angry,  unforgiving,  and 
Tindictive  passions.  All  malice,  ill  will,  and 
hatred  are  in  themselves  unfit  and  sinful, 
and  unbecoming  the  duty. 
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It  will,  again,  be  obvious  to  reflect,  that  v/e 
must  attend  upcn  the  duty  with  dUigcv.ce  and 
&inceriiij.  We  are  not  to  intermit  or  be  un- 
steady in  it,  tl.rough  worklly-mindedness 
or  a  preterit  of  urgent  temporal  huKJness. 
God  is  to  ha\£  our  first  thoughts,  best  servi- 
ces, and  chj^est  afTections,  as  being  infinitely 
worthy  of  aia  cur  love,  homage,  adoration, 
f:ratitude,  and  pra'.- e.  Frayer  to  him  is  there- 
iore  a  duty  incvimiient  on  alh  high  and  low, 
and  must  be  perl'ormed  witli  sincerity  and 
constancy.  Every  day,  without  suffering  any 
w^orldly  transactions  to  hinder,  morning  and 
evening,  should  our  voice  ascend  to  our  hea- 
venly Father,  for  his  smiles  on  our  persons, 
our  substance,  our  friends,  the  church,  our 
nation,  and  the  whole  world  of  mankind.  It 
is  as  needful  as  our  daily  bread,  and  we  can- 
not be  the  friends  of  God,  while  we  hve  in 
the  allowed  and  habitual  neglect  of  it.  "  Yc 
are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatsoever  I  com- 
mand you."  But  we  are  commanded  to  pray, 
and  therefore  cannot  customarily  omit  it,  and 
be  the  friends  of  God.  Some  will  pray  occa- 
sionally when  under  divine  frowns,  bereaved 
of  dear  comforts,  and  sorely  afliicted  ;  but  in 
their  prosperity,  forget  and  neglect  God. 
Those,  however,  who  are  infrequent  and  un- 
steady in  the  duty,  have  no  warrantable  grounds 
to  expect  the  divine  apprcbation  and  accept- 
ance. We  are  to  be  diligent,  sincere,  and 
persevering  in  calling  upon  the  name  of  God=. 
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Oar  blessed  Lord  and  Redeemer  was  very 
particular  in  commanding  us  to  be  diligent, 
constant,  and  persevering  in  the  duty  of  pray- 
er ;  and  never  ?o  faint  or  be  discouraged,  so 
as  to  forget  or  neglect  the  stated  seasons. 
"  Watch  ye,  therefore,"  says  he,  "  and  pray 
always,  that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy  to 
escape  all  those  things  that  shall  come  to 
pass,  and  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  man. 
And  he  spake  a  parable  unto  them  to  this  end 
that  men  ought  always  to  pray  and  not 
to  faint."  Our  prayers  in  order  to  prevail, 
must  be  stated,  at  the  regular  return  of 
the  seasons  of  the  duty.  We  must  contin- 
ually come  to  God,  daily  to  ask  his  favor, 
and  to  bless  his  name.  We  must  have  a 
habit  of  pr?iyer  ;  the  mind  in  perfect  secre- 
cy, unknown  to  the  world  or  nearest  friend, 
may  lift  itself  up  to  God.  We  cannot  too 
often  or  too  fervently  look  to  heaven  for 
mercy,  grace,  and  all  needed  good  things. 
None  should  pass  over  the  stated  seasons, 
morning  and  evening.  And,  in  general,  all 
who  have  an  heart  to  pray,  will  find  time  and 
place,  proper  language  and  materials,  and 
will  let  no  business,  or  company,  or  diversion, 
or  pleasure  ke^p  them  from  paying  to  their 
Maker,  Preserver  and  Benefactor,  the  duty 
which  they  owe  him.  Even  children  siiould 
go  to  their  heavenly  Parent,  and  never  neg- 
lect or  forget  to  pray  unto  him,  as  well  as 
they  are  able  ',  that  he  may  have  boiio-r  and 
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glory  from  all ;  especially  should  parents 
teach  their  children  to  pray,  and  fail  not  to 
set  them  an  example  in  their  i^mily.  Prayer 
is  an  eminent  part  of  religion.  It  is  the  very 
breath  of  the  Christian.  It  will  keep  alive  a 
sense  of  God  in  the  soul,  and  tend  to  deter  us 
from  sin  more,  perhaps,  than  any  duty. — 
Hence  the  saying  of  a  pious  divine,  "  either 
praying  vrill  make  us  leave  off  sinning,  or  sin- 
ning will  make  us  leave  off  praying."  We 
must  persevere,  diligently  and  faithfully,  in 
the  duty  all  our  days.  Persons  must  maintain 
and  cultivate  an  habitually  prayerful  temper  of 
mind  as  well  as  a  meek,  humane,  forgiving, 
obliging,  courteous,  and  thankful  frame  of 
heart.  We  are  to  worship  and  serve  God, 
all  the  days  of  our  lives,  tili  by  death  "  we 
enter  in,  through  the  gates,  into  the  city." 
"  Rejoicing,"  says  the  apostle  Paul,  "  in  hope, 
patient  in  tribulation,  continuing  instant  in 
prayer."  Making  it  our  daily  work,  and  nev- 
er omitting  it.  "  Praying  always  with  all 
prayer  and  supplication  in  the  spirit,  and 
v/atching  thereunto  with  all  perseverance." 
Again,  '*  Pray  without  ceasing."  We  are  to 
begin,  and  to  continue  in  the  practice  with  dil- 
igence and  perseverance.     Further, 

Our  prayers,  likewise,  are  to  be  performed 
withy^rx'or,  a;?en^zow,and  engagedness  oimmdi. 
We  should  have  a  composure  and  solemnity, 
duly  preparing  ourselves  for  so  near  an  ap- 
proach to  God.     There  are,  it  must  be  conce- 
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iled,  great  inequalities  in  the  feelings  and 
views  of  the  best  of  men,  in  their  addresses  to 
God.  SometiiTies  they  have  more  of  the 
spirit  of  prayer  than  at  others  ;  happy  visits 
of  the  divine  Spirit ;  precious  seasons  of  re- 
freshment ;  more  copiousness  and  enlarge- 
ment, livelier  devotion,  warmer  gratitude, 
more  raised  affections,  and  deeper  attention. 
But  none  can  avoid  all  kind  of  wanderings  of 
thought  and  disturbances,  and  temptations. 
The  most  pious  are  often  aiTiicted  with  vain 
and  idle  thoughts,  with  wandering  attention, 
cold  affections,  indevout  frames.  When  this 
is  the  case,  they  bewail  their  want  of  the  spirit 
of  prayer,  their  deadness  and  languor,  formal- 
ity and  hypocricy.  Clear  is  it  that  our  sup- 
plications to  Almighty  God  should  be  accom- 
panied with  zeal  and  fervor,  ardor  and  deep 
attention.  "  Not  slothful  in  business,"  says 
the  apostle,  "  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the 
Lord."  Zeal  and  life  peculiarly  become  us, 
when  v/e  repair  to  the  great  Father  of  the  in- 
tellectual system  for  his  blessings.  The  mind 
ihculd  be  solemn,  the  thoughts  collected,  tlie 
attention  fixed,  and  the  heart  inspired  with 
devotional  sentiments.  We  should  be  earnest 
and  affectionate.  Thus  we  read  of  Jacob's 
wrestling  with  God  in  prayer,  and  of  his  great 
importunity.  "  He  bad  power  over  the  angel 
and  prevailed  ;"  he  v/ept  and  made  supplica- 
tion unto  him.  Says  St.  James,  "  The  effec- 
tual fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  man  avail- 
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eth  much."  See  how  earnest  and  how  sin- 
cere David  was.  "  Attend  unto  my  cry,  give 
ear  unto  my  prayer  that  goeth  not  out  of 
feigned  lips."  Kezekiah,  addressing  himself 
to  God  with  tears  in  his  sickness,  and  being- 
heard  and  recovered,  praised  God  with  the 
most  raised  afiections.  "  The  living,"  says 
he,  "  the  living  he  shall  praise  thee,  as  I  do 
this  day,  the  father  to  the  children  shall  make 
known  thy  truth."      Finedly, 

It  is  to  be  particularly  remembered,  that 
all  our  homage  and  petitions  are  to  be  offer- 
ed to  the  one  only  true  and  living  God, 
"  through  the  one  Mediator,"  between  an  of- 
fended sovereign  and  guilty  rebbels.  In  the 
name  of  Christ  alone  are  we  to  come  before 
a  prayer-hearing  God.  He  is  the  ail-preva- 
lent intercessor — infinitely  worthy  and  infi- 
nitely meritorious.  Our  cries  for  mercy  to 
the  God  of  all  grace  are  heard  and  accepted 
only  for  the  sake  of  his  merits  and  mediation. 
We  may  not  come  to  a  holy  God  in  our  own 
names,  or  on  our  own  account.  Confession  of 
sin,  pleadings  for  mercy,  supplications,  and 
thanksgiving  can  only  ascend  to  the  throne 
of  the  universe  v.'ith  acceptance  for  the  sake 
of  Christ.  He  is  infinitely  worthy.  He  has 
suffered  and  died  for  us  ;  and  God  will  hear 
us  on  his  account — yea,  waits  to  be  gracious. 
"  And  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  deed,  do 
all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  giving 
thanks  to  God  and  the  Father  bv  him.     For 
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through  him  we  both  have  an  access  by  one 
spirit  unto  the  Father.  Giving  thanks  always 
for  all  things  unto  God  and  the  Father  in  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  what- 
soever ye  shall  ask  in  my  name,  that  will  I 
do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  in  the 
Son.  If  any  man  sin  we  huve  an  advocate 
with  the  Father.  Who  also  maketh  interces- 
sion for  us."  Many  more  passages  might  be, 
with  equal  propriety,  adduced,  to  demonstrate 
that  prayer  to  God  is  ah,^  ays  to  be  in  the  name 
of  Christ.     But  these  are  deemed  sufiFicient. 

All  that  is  further  necessary  to  be  offered 
on  the  manner  of  prayer,  is  the  assistance  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  duty,  to  be  sought 
and  hoped  for.  The  proofs  from  the  holy 
scriptures,  of  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  prayer  are,  Zech.  xii.  10.  Luke  xi.  13. 
Rom.  viii.  26.  Gal.  iv.  6.  Eph.  vi.  18.  James 
V.  16.  Jude  20.  Many  collateral  texts  may 
be  pertinently  added,  John  iii.  6.  Rom.  viii.  14. 
Gal.  V.  16.  also  ver.  25.  John  xvi.  8.  Rom, 
viii.  16.  The  experience  of  all  Christians 
confirms  this  doctrine  of  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  in  the  duty  of  prayer,  and  other 
religious  exercises.  Such,  therefore,  as  de- 
ny any  more  assistance  from  God,  by  his 
Spirit,  in  this  duty  than  in  the  common  law^ 
ful  employments  and  pursuits  of  the  world,  or 
conceive  that  the  Spirit  only  excites  some 
holy  motions  in  the  heart  according  to  the 
words  of  prayer,  and  does  not  assist^  as  t* 


124  Manner  of  Prayer, 

matter^  method^  and  exfiression^  ascribe  too 
little  to  the  Spirit  of  God.  Such  grossly  err, 
likewise,  as  ivait  for  an  inchiiation  to  pray, 
from  immediate  and  present  dictates  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  or  expect  such  aids  from  him, 
{isto  render  their  prayers  the  proper  work  of 
inspiration,  and  to  make  their  own  study  and 
h\bor  needless.  They  indeed  awfully  per- 
vert and  abuse,  as  well  as  misapprehend  the 
doctrine  of  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  all 
g-race,  in  prayer,  and  turn  it  to  the  purposes 
of  enthusiasm.  We  are,  without  doubt,  to 
conceive  of  the  Spirit  of  God  as  assisting  us 
in  prayer,  in  the  following  ways  ;  as  directing 
our  natural  capacities,  understanding,  judg- 
ment, memory,  invention,  and  affections  ;  as 
blessing  our  own  diligence  in  reading,  hear- 
ing the  word,  meditation,  study,  and  attempts ; 
in  disposing  us  to  pray" and  keeping  us deeplv 
attentive  while  praying  ;  in  sometimes  sup=^ 
plying  us  with  the  matter  of  prayer  by  his 
secret  teachings  ;  influencing  the  method  ; 
in  helping  to  proper  expressions,  and  ex- 
citing such  graces  as  are  suited  to  the  solemn 
work.  Would  v/e  be  favored  v.  ith  the  gra- 
cious aids  of  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  we  must 
earnestly  seek  them,  be  diligent  in  acquiring* 
the  gift,  by  studying  a  proper  method, 
proper  language,  and  matter;  plead  the  prom- 
ise of  God  that  he  vt^ill  give  his  Spirit,  con- 
fine ourselves  to  no  set  forms  Vv'hatever,  avoid 
formality  and  lip-service,  be  thankful   for  all 
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assistance  granted,  fear  a  spirit  of  pride  and 
self-sufficiency,  and  order  our  conversation, 
in  the  world,  according  to  the  gospel,  and  our 
prayers. 

SECTION  V. 

THE  encouragement  to  the  duty  of  pray- 
er will  now  be  explained  and  laid  before  the 
mind. 

To  persuade  people  to  practise  this  great 
duty  is  of  the  highest  consequence.  And  to 
this,  the  most  weighty  and  influential  consid- 
erations urge  us.  And  one  great  branch  of 
the  encouragement  to  stated  prayer  arises 
from  the  divine  command  enjoining  it.  From 
the  goodness  and  benevolence  of  Jehovah  we 
have  every  reason  to  conclude,  that  prayer 
would  not  have  been  made  an  express  duty, 
had  it  not  been  not  only  in  itself  fit,  but  of  sal- 
utary effect.  An  infinitely  wise  and  gracious 
Being  never  commanded  anything  as  duty, 
which  is  not  of  happy  tendency.  Even  th.e 
beauty  of  holiness  mainly  consists  in  its  bless-  ■ 
ed  tendency.  Barely,  therefore,  our  being 
com.manded  statedly  to  offer  our  supplications 
to  the  throne  of  grace  is  a  full  evidence  of 
their  usefulness.  \Yere  petitions  and  ac- 
knowledgments, hom.age  and  adoiations  olfer- 
ed  to  an  omnipresent  and  almighty  Being, 
of  no  avail  or  signincance,  they  would  not  be 
required  of  us.  But  that  Drayer  is  required 
L  2      ' 


126    Encouragement  to  Prayer, 

of  us,  in  holy  writ,  none  can  deny  ;  and  is 
therefore  beneficial  in  its.  effects  and  conse- 
quences. The  wisest  and  best  of  all  beings 
would  not  have  required  it  of  us,  if  it  were  in 
vain,  and  could  answer  no  valuable  purposes. 
A  holy,  glorious  God  does  nothing-  in  vain. 
All  his  works  ?a'e  good,  and  answer  a  val- 
uable end,  though  we,  short-sighted  and  im- 
perfect creatures,  cannot  comprehend  how 
they  will  do  this.  His  commandments  are 
all  holy,  just,  and  good.  But  it  would  be  nei- 
ther holy,  just,  wise,  or  good  to  command  us, 
to  live  in  the  practice  of  stated  solemn  prayer 
if  it  were  in  vain.  God  has,  by  express  and 
positive  precept,  commanded  us  to  pray  to 
him.  "  Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy 
God,  and  him  only  slialt  th.ou  serve.  And 
he  spake  a  parable  to  this  end  that  men  ought 
always  to  pray  and  not  to  faint.  Pray  without 
ceasing.  Seek  the  Lord  v/hile  he  may  I  e 
found,  and  call  upon  him  while  he  is  near. — 
Enter  thou  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou 
hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  who 
sceth  in  secret,  and  he  shall  reward  thee  open- 
ly."' We  are  as  much  commanded  to  offer 
stated  prayer  to  God,  in  all  the  ways,  in  which 
that  duty  is  to  be  performed,  as  wc  are  to 
fear  him — or  to  do  justly — or  to  love  mercy. 
And  the  divine  comm.and  is  both  our  warrant 
and  encouragement.  Again, 

The  instances  of  the  success  of  prayer,  on 
divine  record;  are  a  strong  and^powerful   en- 
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couragement  to  the  duty.  Prayer  is  a  sacred 
and  appointed  mean  to  obtain  all  the  bless- 
ings, which  we  v/ant,  whether  they  relate  to 
this  life  or  the  life  to  come.  And  shall  we 
refuse  the  very  means,  which  infinite  v/isdom 
has  ordained  for  our  own  happiness  ?  Shall 
so  glorious  a  privilege  he  unimproved  through 
our  negligence  ?  How  efficacious  has  pray- 
er been,  in  past  ages  !  Every  instance  of  suc- 
cess, in  the  duty,  is  an  inducement  to  others, 
to  go,  and  do  iikevvise.  When  we  see  that 
God,  in  his  Providence,  has  rewarded  the  du- 
ty, and  conferred  favors  in  consequence  of  it, 
we  cannot  but  feel  that  we  ought  to  seek  to 
the  throne  of  grace  with  fervor  and  impor- 
tunity for  all  the  blessings,  which  v^^e  may 
need,  pertaining  to  life  and  godliness.  Every 
answer  to  prayer  is  an  invitation  to  us  to  at- 
tend upon  it.  Jacob,  Elias,  David,  Daniel, 
and  Joshua,  are  remarkable  instances  of  the 
power  of  fervent  prayer.  Gen.  xxxii.  24,  30, 
and  XXXV.  3.  Elias  or  Elijah  was  a  very  em- 
inent prophet  ;  a  man  of  a  quick  and  passion- 
ate temper.  "  Elias  was  a  man  subject  to 
like  passions  as  \ve  are,  and  he  prayed  ear- 
nestly that  it  might  not  rain  ;  and  it  rained 
not  on  the  earth  by  the  space  of  three  years 
and  six  months.  And  he  prayed  again  and 
the  heaven  gave  rain,  and  the  earth  brought 
forth  her  fruit."  Innumerable  almost  are  the 
instances  of  David's  crying  to  God  for  rehef, 
and  of  God's  hearing  him.    "'"'  I  cried,"  says 
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he,  "  unto  the  Lord  in  the  day  of  trouble  and 
he  heard  me  and  dehvered  nie."  Dan.  vi.  10, 
20.  Joshua  X.  1 2, 1 3.  What  wonders  have  been 
wrought  by  the  power  of  prayer  I  God  de- 
lights to  own  and  bless  prayinj:^  breath.  "  I 
said  not  unto  the  seed  of  Jacob,  seek  ye  me 
in  vain.  Those  that  seek  me  shall  find  me." 
In  scripture,  and  in  the  history  of  pious  peo- 
ple, in  ancient  and  modern  days,  in  all  ages, 
we  find  how  powerful  prayer  is  with  God- 
He  is  the  hearer  of  prayer — "  O  thou  that 
hearest  prayer."  And  this  is  the  highest  en- 
couragement to  us  to  call  upon  him  for  all 
we  need,  and  to  acknowledge  him  in  all  our 
>vays.     Further, 

The  exaviple  of  our  Saviour  strongly 
presses  us  to  the  duty.  None  ever  stood 
in  so  little  need  of  prayer,  and  yet  none 
were  ever  so  diligent,  constant,  and  devout  in 
it.  Religious  retirement  and  secret  prayer 
were  his  delight.  Often  were  the  mountain, 
the  desert,  and  silence  of  the  night  witnesses 
of  his  requests  to  heaven.  We  read  of  his 
seeking  a  retreat  for  devotional  exercises. — 
"  He  sent  the  multitude  aw^ay,  and  went  up 
into  a  mountain  apart  to  pray."  He  spent, 
sometimes,  the  whole  night  in  prayer.  He 
v/as  also  a  perfect  pattern  of  submission  and 
fervor  in  his  petitions.  "  At  that  time  Jesus 
answered  and  said,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father, 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  because  thou  hast 
hid  these  thin.gs  from  the  wise  and  prudent, 
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&nd  hast  revealed  them  unto  babes  ;  even  s» 
Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight. — - 
And  he  went  a  little  farther  and  fell  on  his 
face  and  prayed,  saying,  O  my  Father,  if  it  be 
possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me  ;  never- 
theless, not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt."  He 
was,  also,  a  perfect  example  of  a  holy  fervor, 
and  affection  in  prayer.  "  Who,"  says  the 
apostle  to  the  Hebrews,  "  injdie  days  of  his 
flesh,  when  he  had  offered  up  prayers  and 
supplications,  v/ith  strong  crying  and  tears, 
unto  him  that  was  able  to  save  him  from 
death,  and  was  beared  in  that  he  feared." — = 
The  prayers  of  Christ,  the  glorious  founder 
of  our  holy  religion,  are  mighty  encourage- 
ments to  us,  to  call  upon  our  Father,  who  is  in 
heaven.  He  has  set  us  «ei  example  and  taught 
us  hov/  to  pray.  He  directs  us  to  attend  the 
duty,  statedly,  with  seriousness  and  reverence ; 
to  be  pertinent,  concise,  and  spiritual  in  our 
sacrifices  of  jtrayer  and  praise.  "  Bat  when 
ye  pray,  use  not  vain  repetitions,  as  the  hea" 
then  do,  for  they  think  they  shall  be  heard 
for  their  much  speaking.  Be  not  ye  there- 
fore like  unto  them,  for  your  Father  knoweth 
what  things  ye  have  need  of,  before  ye  ask 
him.  Immoderately  long,  tedious,  repetitious 
prayers  are  not  such  as  are  either  proper,  or 
acceptale  to  God.  Vain  repetitions,  tautol" 
orgies,  anb  unnecessary  words  are  disgust* 
\Xi%   to  men,  and  unpleasing;  to  God. 
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Another  very  great  encouragement  to  pray- 
er, is  the  gracious  promise  that  God  will  hear 
and  accept  the  supplications  of  his  people. 
There  is  a  power  or  efficacy  in  prayer.  As 
a  holy  and  niercilul  God  has  commanded  it, 
so  he  W'ill  own  and  honor  it,  by  making-  it  the 
instrument  of  deriving  blessings  to  us,  the 
favors  which  we  may  want,  and  wdiich  are 
best  for  us.  The  prayer  cf  faith^  we  are  told, 
prevails  with  God,  and  is  always  heard  and 
accepted.  "  The  cftectual  fervent  prayer  of 
the  righteous  man  availeth  m.uch."  Hence 
the  duty  and  propriety  of  cries  to  God,  in  our 
distress;  and  likev/ise  of  desiring  the  pray^ 
ers  of  his  people  :  and  an  important  privi- 
lege it  is  to  have  an  interest  in  them.  It  is 
particularly  the  declared  and  express  will  of 
God,  that  the  authorized  ministers  of  religion, 
the  pastors  of  the  churches  should,  in  cases 
of  dangerous  sickness,  be  sent  for  ;  that  they 
should  pray  over  the  sick,  ask  for  their  recov- 
ery and  forgiveness.  "  Is  any  among  you  af^ 
flicted  ?  let  him  pray.  Is  any  sick  among 
you  ?  let  him  call  for  the  Elders  of  the  church, 
and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing  him 
with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  the 
prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and  the 
Lord  shall  raise  him  up,  and  if  he  have  com- 
mitted sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him.." — 
By  the  "  Elders  of  the  church,"  we  are  to 
imderstand  Christ's  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
sometimes  called  bishops,  presbyters,  pastors, 
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teachers,  overseers  of  the  church,  and  mmis- 
ters  of  the  New-Testament.  And  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  people,  in  sickness,  to  send  for 
them,  to  pray  with,  and  for  the  sick.  God  is 
often,  of  his  great  mercy,  pleased  to  hear 
their  prayers,  to  grant  health,  life,  and  spirit- 
ual favors,  on  account  of  them.  It  is  not 
mere  custom  or  ceremony,  then,  neither  is 
it  superstition  or  enthusiasm,  to  have  Christ's 
regular  ministers,  the  pastors  of  the  churches, 
at  the  instance  of  the  sick  and  afflicted, 
sent  for  to  pray  for  them.  It  is  the  express 
ivill  and  co-mmand  of  God.  And  he  would  not 
have  commanded  it,  had  he  not  intended  to 
have  it  the  means  of  deriving  his  blessings 
and  favors  to  his  creatures.  If  we  admit  that 
the  above  passage  refers  to  a  miracuhusfaith^ 
and  miraculous  healing^  and  a  special  anointing 
with  oil,  still  the  duty  of  sending  for  the  El- 
ders or  authorized  ministers  of  Christ  to  pray 
for  the  sick,  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  the 
words.— Again  we  are  thus  directed,  "  Con- 
fess your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one 
for  another,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  ef- 
fectual fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  man 
avaiieth  much."  The  prayers  of  godly  min- 
isters and  people  have  wonderful  power.  It 
is  a  great  privilege  and  happiness,  as  well  as 
duty,  to  pray  to  God.  Many  are  the  promis- 
es made  to  this  duty.  "  Call  upon  me  in  the 
day  of  trouble  and  I  will  hear  thee,"  is  the 
direction  to  us  in  adversity.  The  psalmist 
addresiics  himself  to  the  Supreme  Being,  un- 
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der  the  character  of  the  prayer-hearhig  God. 
''  O  thou  that  hearest  prayer  1  Again,  God  is 
intreated  to  open  his  ear  upon  our  petitions. 
"  Lord  I  cry  unto  thee,  make  haste  unto  me  : 
give  ear  unto  my  voice  when  I  cry  unto  thee. 
Let  my  prayer  be  set  forth  before  thee  as  in- 
cense ;  and  the  lifting  up  of  my  hands  as  the 
evening  sacrifice."  Our  Father  who  is  in 
heaven  has  an  ear  to  hear  the  cries  of  his  peo- 
ple ;  is  present  to  know,  and  has  pcv/er  to  an- 
swer. It  is  cur  happiness  and  privilege 
therefore,  to  come  to  him  for  his  aid  and  pity, 
under  all  distresses.  Our  prayers  v/ill  find 
the  way  to  his  throne  from  the  deepest  glooms 
and  remotest  corners  of  the  earth.  His  be- 
ing the  hearer  of  prayer  is  one  of  the  most 
engaging  and  attractive  views,  which  we  can 
take  of  his  character,  and  a  powerful  motive 
to  the  duty  of  prayer.     Further, 

The  fitness  of  the  duty,  in  the  reason  and 
nature  of  things,  is  also  a  povrerful  induce- 
ment to  the  stated  practice  of  it.  It  is  per- 
fectly reasonable  in  itself,  and  fit  in  its  own 
nature,  that  poor,  feeble,  imperfect,  depend- 
ant creatures  sliould  constantly  ov/n  their  en- 
tire dependance  on  the  first  cause  of  all  things, 
the  God  that  made  them,  and  offer  to  him 
their  homage  and  praise.  The  light  of  na- 
ture, our  relation  to  God  as  his  creatures  pre- 
served by  his  kindness,  and  our  innumerable 
v/ants,  prove,  beyond  all  contradiction,  that 
praver  is  a  lit  and  reasonable  exercise.     Is  it 
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r.ot  perfectly  reasonable,  and  fit  in  itself,  that 
we  should  worship,  fear,  adore,  and  serve  the 
Lord  of  creation,  and  suitably  express  our 
reverence  ?  Ought  not  self-existence  and  al- 
mighty power  to  be  adored— eternity,  omni- 
science, and  omnipresence  to  be  revered — 
infinite  holiness  to  be  honored- — goodness  and 
mercy  to  be  praised— and  v/isdom  and  faith- 
fulness celebrated  by  us  ?  Can  sceptecism  it- 
self, dispute  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  this 
duty  ?  As  long  as  the  Deity  remains  what  he 
is,  and  we  what  we  are,  it  is  infinitely  fit  and 
right  that  he  should  receive,  day  by  day,  a 
tribute  of  homage  and  adoration,  gratitude 
and  praise  from  us.  Tlie  gloriesof  his  char- 
acter— the  wonders  of  his  works — the  holi- 
ness of  his  laws— the  rectitude  of  his  govern- 
ment— and  riches  of  his  grace,  are  arguments 
adapted  to  convince  all  men  of  the  reasona- 
bleness of  the  duty  of  prayer.  We  are  invi- 
ted by  the  warmest  exhortations,  and  encou- 
raged by^  the  highest  hopes  to  draw  near  to 
God,  with  all  our  wants  and  sorrows.  For 
prayer  is  a  work  of  much  larger  extent  than 
a  petition  to  God  for  his  mercy.  "  When  a  ho- 
ly soul  comes  before  God  he  hath  much  more 
to  say,  than  merely  to  beg.  He  tells  his 
God  what  a  sense  he  hath  of  the  divine  attri- 
butes, and  what  high  esteem  he  pays  to  his 
majesty,  his  wisdom,  his  pov/er,  his  mercy. 
He  talks  v/ith  him  about  the  works  of  crea- 
tion, and  stands  wrant   up  in  wonder.     He 
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talks  about  the  grace  and  mystery  of  redemp- 
tion, and  is  yet  more  filled  witli  admiration 
and  joy.  He  talks  of  all  the  affairs  of  nature, 
grace,  and  glory  ;  he  speaks  of  his  works  of 
Providence  ;  of  love  and  vengeance  in  this, 
and  the  future  world."     Lastly, 

The  goodness,  mercy,  grace,  love,  and  pa- 
tience of  God  encourage  us  to  seek  him, 
statedly  and  constantly,  in  all  the  ways  of 
drawing  near  to  him,  in  his  worshipping  as- 
semblies on  the  Lord's  day,  in  our  dweHings, 
morning  and  evening,  and  in  our  closets. 
"  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found, 
and  call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near."  He 
is  seated  on  a  throne  of  glory  and  of  grace  ; 
exalted  above  all  blessing  and  praise  ;  self- 
existent,  independent,  and  all-sufficient  ;  wor- 
thy of  our  deepest  adorations  ;  the  only  ob- 
ject of  religious  homage  ;  slow  to  anger  ; 
long-suffering  ;  abundant  in  goodness  ;  for- 
giving iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin.  Such 
is  the  God,  whom  we  are  to  worship  ;  whose 
goodness,  grace,  and  condescension  are  infi- 
nite ;  and  who  may  well  challenge  from  us, 
and  all  intelligent  creatures,  the  highest  pos- 
sible ascriptions  of  praise.  From  angels, 
and  from  Px^en,  he  may  call  'for  the  warmest 
expressions  of  love,  gratitude,  and  adoration. 
Tlie  goodness,  the  patience,  and  benevolence, 
the  loving-kindness  and  innumerable  favors 
of  God  invite  us  near  to  his  throne,  and  pow- 
erfully encourage  us  to  seek  from  him,  all  need- 
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ed  blessings,  personal  or  relative,  public  or 
private,  temporal  or  spiritual.  How  won- 
deriul  is  it,  that  so  great — so  glorious — so 
holy  a  God — the  Majesty  of  heaven  and  earth 
— transcendantly  excellent — supremely  bless- 
ed— should  hear  our  cries — regard  our  pray- 
ers— and  assure  us  that  they  are  not  in  vain. 
Prayer  is  powerful — is  efficacious— draws 
down  u.pon  us  the  divine  blessings,  being  ap- 
pointed by  God  as  the  means  thereof.  "  I 
said  not  unto  the  seed  of  Jacob,  seek  ye  me, 
in  vain."  It  is  no  superstition — it  is  no  en- 
thusiasm, to  which  wx  are  urged,  when  in- 
treated  and  pressed  to  mak»  conscience  of 
the  duty  of  prayer,  and  never  to  omit  or  neg- 
lect it.  "  For  the  end  of  all  things  is  at  hand, 
be  ye  therefore  sober  and  watch  unto  pray- 
er." How  happy  if  the  rising,  and  risen 
generation,  if  all  ages,  and  classes,  and  des- 
criptions of  people,  would  give  themselves  to 
prayer  !  To  aid  all  who  may  be  prevailed  up- 
on to  practice  so  important — so  plain — so 
useful — and  so  reasonable  a  duty  ;  to  furnish 
them  with  proper  materials,  and  the  most 
suitable  language,  even  the  language  of  the 
Holy  Ghost — the  foregoing  collection  of  texts 
of  scripture,  from  Mr.  Henry's  method  of 
prayer,  is  made. 
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A  Prayer  for  (he  LorcVs'-day  Morning. 

ALMIGHTY  and  most  merciful  God  ; 
existing  in  and  of  thyself ;  possessed 
of  all  possible  perfections,  and  worthy  of  all 
praise.  We  would  now  lift  up  our  hearts  to 
thee,  as  a  prayer-hearing  God,  and  in  the 
name  of  our  blessed  Redeemer.  We  adore 
thee  as  the  God  of  glory  and  of  grace.  We 
adore  thee  for  what  thou  art  in  thyself  and 
for  all  the  displays  of  thy  character.  We 
adore-  thee,  as  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  him,  the  God  and 
Father  of  all,  who  believe  in  his  name.  We 
implore  the  influences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  to 
aid  us,  in  the  solemn  duty  before  us.  May 
he  indite  our  petitons  for  us,  and  fill  us  with 
the  sentiments  of  devotion.  We  rejoice, 
heavenly  Father,  in  all  thy  goodness  to  us,  in 
creation,  preservation  and  redemption  ;  and 
for  thy  kind  care  and  protection,  during  our 
y.'ho]e  lives—- and^  especially,  would  we  praise 
M  2 
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thy  holy  name,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
past  night,  and  for  the  light  of  this  sacred 
morning— for  the  return  of  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  and  opportursity  to  read  thy  word, 
at  this  time.  We  bless  an  praise  thee,  O 
Lord,  Most  High,  that  our  eyes  behold  the 
light  of  another  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of 
ip^an.  This  is  the  day  the  Lord  hath  made. 
In  it  thy  churches  meet  to  pray  unto,  and 
praise  thee.  Thou  hast  ordained  and  ap- 
pointed the  Sabbath-day  ;  always  hast  giv- 
en thy  people  a  day,  in  which  to  serve  thee  ; 
and  hast  owned  and  blessed  the  Sabbath,  in 
all  the  ages  of  thy  church.  Thy  wisdom 
shines  forth  illustriously  in  the  hjstitution  of 
the  Sabbath,  that  thy  people  might  have  leis- 
ure, and  a  lit  season  to  worship  thee,  in  a 
public  manner,  as  Avell  as  in  a  more  private 
way  : — that  religion  may  be  preserved  ;  its 
public  duties  performed  ;  and  its  ordinances 
observed.  May  we  be  enabled  to  sanctify,  as 
we  ought,  this  day  unto  the  Lord  our  God- 
to  regard  it  as  holy  time,  distinguished  from 
all  other  days  ;  as  a  day  of  sacred  rest — as 
an  emblem  of  the  rest  of  heaven  ,  and  to  be 
kept  holy  by  resting  from  all  worldly  em- 
ployments and  conversation— and  by  being 
wholly  devoted  to  religious  exeicises,  except 
what  may  be  taken  up  in  v/orks  of  necessity 
and  mercy.  For  the  Sabbath  was  made  for 
man  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath.  INIay  we 
be  in  the  spirit  on  the  Lord's  day  :  be  assist- 
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ed  in  all  its  duties  :  and,  particularly,  for  the 
solemnities  of  public  worship.  May  thy  ser- 
vant, the  pastor  of  this  church  and  people,  be 
this  day  enabled,  and  always,  to  come  to  his 
people  in  the  fulness  of  the  gospel  of  peace, 
be  richly  furnished  for  sanctuary  services,  and 
be  honored  as  an  instrument  of  promotiiig 
the  Redeemer's  cause  and  kingdom.  -  Bless 
with  the  teachings  and  iniluence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  all  the 'worshipping  assemblies  of  thy 
people,  in  this,  and  all  Christian  lands,  that 
may  meet  this  day,  to  worship  thee.  Bless 
ail  the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in 
this,  and  all  Christian  lands,  and  all  the  pas- 
tors of  the  churches.  May  the  churches  be 
built  up  in  tlie  order,  faith,  peace,  and  purity 
of  the  gospel— in  soundness  of  doctrine,  and 
faithfulness  of  discipline  and  ordinances  ;  and 
all  the  pastors  be  inspired  with  the  love  of 
precious  and  immortal  souls  ;  be  faithful  and 
zealous,  able  and  successful  ministers  of  the 
New-Testament.  Put  a  stop  to  the  preva- 
lence of  vice,  immorality,  error,  heresies,  di- 
visions, and  sectaries  in  religion.  May  all  the 
people  in  all  gospel  lands,  be  more  and  more 
united  in  doctrine  and  discipline.  May  Christ 
Jesus,  the  great  head  of  the  church,  go  forth 
this  day  by  his  power  and  grace,  and  be  in  the 
midiit  of  his  worshipping  people.  Revive  re- 
ligion, here  and  all  around  us,  and  every 
where.  Bless  the  means  of  grace  in  our 
land  :  tlie   means  of  education  ;  a  preached 
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word,  and  administered  ordinances  ;  and  all 
attempts  to  cany  the  gospel  where  now  iin- 
enjoyed,  or  unknown.  Smile  upon  all  this 
i:!ation  :  Bless  our  government — our  rulers — - 
our  teachers — and  all  orders  and  classes  of 
people.  Have  mercy  upon  the  sick,  the  af- 
flicted, and  the  dying. — Oh  !  pity  a  dying 
world,  and  send  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  Bless  us,  now  before  thee,  of  this 
family  :  sanctify  and  renew  our  souls  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost :— forgive  our  sins 
— ^justify  us  by  a  Redeemer's  all-perfect  right- 
eousness. Bless  us,  personally  and  relative- 
ly ;  bless  all  our  friends,  forgive  our  ene- 
mies, reward  our  benefactors.  Be  our  God 
while  vv^e  live— our  hope  when  we  come  to 
die  ;  and  our  portion  in  eternity — and  all  the 
praise  and  glory  shall  be  given  to  the  Father^ 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 


A  Prayer  for  the  Lord's-day  Everang-. 

O  THOU,  who  inhabitest  eternity,  su- 
pren^ely  great  and  infmitely  gracious,  wor- 
thy of  all  adoration,  homage,  love,  praise,  and 
obedience.  May  we  be  assisted,  on  the  even- 
ing of  this  thy  day,  in  the  solemn  duty  of 
family  religion.  It  is  both  our  privilege  and 
happiness  that  we  may  come  before  thee— 
uw-.y  spread  cur  requests   before,    ar^d  rnakc 


Prayers,  141 

kl■l.o^^^l  our  wants  to  thee,  by  prayer  and  sup- 
plication, together  with  thanksgiving.  Thou 
art  the  hearer  of  prayer  and  God  of  ail  g-race. 
We  are  the  creatures  of  thy  power— thine 
hand  formed  us  at  first — thy  goodness  has 
■always  supported  us,  ever  since  we  have  had 
a  being  in  the  world — >and  thy  bounty  has 
constantly  supplied  our  returning  wants.  And 
it  is  our  indispensible  duty  to  acknowledge 
thee,  in  all  our  v/ays. — Thou  hast  made  us 
rational  creatures — moral  agents,  and  ac- 
countable to  thee  for  ail  our  conduct,  exercis- 
es of  heart,  and  actions  of  life.  We  ara 
made  capable  of  knowing,  loving,  fearing  and 
serving  thee.  And  it  is  infinitely  fit  that  wc 
siiould  honor  and  glorify  thee,  with  all  the 
powers  and  capacities  of  our  souls,  and  health 
and  strength  of  our  bodies.  We  are  made 
capable  of  worshipping  and  serving  thee,  in 
the  condition  of  a  family.  The  blessing  of 
the  Lord  is  on  the  habitation  of  the  just. — ■ 
Thou  lovest  the  gates  of  Zion,  but  still  dost 
dwell  in  the  tents  of  Jacob.  We  ascribe  glo- 
ry and  praise  to  thy  nar\^e,  O  thou  fountain 
of  being  and  blessednes  i  !  ibr  thy  goodness 
tons,  through  our  whole  lives ;  but,  especially, 
through  another  holy  Sabbath.  We  have  en- 
joyed the  blessings  and  salvation  of  another 
of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man  :  have  been 
favored  with  another  precious  opportunity  of 
public  worship.  How  amiable  are  thy  taber- 
£>acles,  O  Lord  of  hosts  I  How   delig"htful  t» 
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go  to  the  place  of  public  worship  !  Sanctify- 
to  ns  the  instructions  of  thine  house,  and 
v/ord  : — accept  the  prayers  and  praises  of  thy 
people.  We  Jiave  enjoyed  another  holy 
Sabbatli— our  land  enjoys  her  Sabbaths— we 
live  in  a  land  of  gospel  light,  where  the  means 
of  grace,  thy  word,  and  ordinances  are  en- 
joyed. We  have  great  spritual  privileges. 
Glory  to  thy  name  ihat  we  were  not  born  in 
countries  of  Pagan  darkness  and  idolatry — 
Mahoinetan  imposture,  Popish  superstition, 
or  Jewish  blindness.  We  hear  the  glorious 
gospel — may  read  thy  holy  Avcrd — may 
"worship  thee,  according  to  what  our  conscijen- 
ces  dictate,  without  fear  of  molestation. — . 
Persecution  is  unknown  in  our  land.  May 
we  feel  how  necessary  it  is  for  us  to  improve 
aright  all  our  religious  advantages,  the  day 
of  life,  means  ofgmce — seasons  and  opportu- 
nities of  salvation — Sabbath  and  sanctuary 
enjoyments — and  divine  ordinances.  May 
we  have  an  increasing  sense  of  the  infinite 
importance  of  all  divine  institutions — and  be 
more  and  m.ore  attached  to  thy  v>'ord — thy 
house — thy  worship — -and  thine  ordinances, 
hoAvever  much  they  may  be  opposed  or  neg- 
lected by  an  ungodly  world.  May  we  so  im- 
prove all  our  Sabbaths,  that  we  may,  at  last, 
spend  an  eternal  Sabbath  of  rest  in  glory. 
May  we  hate  and  abhor  all  the  ways  of  sin — 
repent — believe — and  follow  the  example  of 
Christ  : — rest  on  his  m.erits  for  pardon,  justi- 
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iication,  and  happiness.  Take  the  care  of  us, 
this  night  ;  raise  us  to  see  the  light  of  anoth- 
er day,  take  the  care  of  us,  all  our  days. 
Bless  this  flimily.  Pity  all  the  afflicted. 
Bless  our  land — ^our  rulers — thy  churches, 
and  all  thy  people.  Bless  all  the  nations  of 
the  world,  and  fill  the  earth  with  thy  praise. 
We  commit  ourselves,  O  God,  and  all  for 
whom  we  ought  to  pray,  to  thine  infinite 
mercy  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  whom  with  the 
Father  and  Spirit  of  truth  be  all  praise  thro* 
everlasting  ages,  Amen. 


Mornhi^  Prayer  for  a  Family, 

INFINITELY  great  and  infinitely  gra- 
cious God  !  Thou  art  the  God  of  the  evening 
and  of  the  morning  ;  and  the  hope  of  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  Thou  givest  unto  all  life 
and  breuth,  and  all  things.  Unto  thee,  would 
we  sinful,  unworthy  creatures,  draw  nigh,  in 
a  way  of  duty,  that  we  may  be  found  in  the 
way  of  mercy.  For  where  shall  we  go  for 
mercy,  but  to  thy  throne  of  grace  ?  Where 
can  we  expect  to  find  a  preserving  and  a  par- 
doning God,  but  at  the  mercy  seat  \  Thou 
art  in  heaven,  and  we  are  upon  earth.  The 
distance  between  thee  and  us  sinful  and  ruined 
creatures,  is  infinite.  For  thou  art  infinitely 
glorious  in  holiness^  and  we  are  depraved  sin- 
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ful  creatures  ;  depraved  in  heart,  depravecT 
in  practice.  We  have  lost  the  divine  image. 
We  are  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath — 
We  are  dead  in  sin.  If  Ave  justify  our- 
selves, cur  own  iTiouths  shall  condemn 
lis.  If  we  ehould  plead  our  own  perfec- 
tion, this  would  prove  us  to  be  perverse.  O 
Lord,  if  thcu  shouklest  be  strict  to  mark 
our  iniquities  against  us,  our  mouths  would 
be  stopped,  and  we  could  not  staiul  before  thcc. 
But  blessed  be  thy  name,  with  thee  there  is 
forgiveness  that  thou  mayest  be  feared  ;  with 
thee  there  is  mercy  ;  with  thee,  through  the 
atoning  blocKl  of  Jesus,  there  is  plenteous 
redemption.  Thou  hast  not  dealt  with  us  ac- 
cording to  our  sins,  nor  rewarded  us  after  our 
iniquities  ;  but  thou  waitest  to  be  gracious 
unto  us.  Oh,  tliat  knowing  the  plague  of  our 
own  hearts,  we  may  look  to  him  whom  we 
have  pierced  with  our  sins  ;  and  may  mourn 
for  them  with  that  godly  sorrow,  which  work  • 
eth  repentance  unto  salvation,  not  to  be  re- 
pented of.  Our  only  hope  is  in  the  Lord 
Jesus.  Of  ourselves  we  can  do  nothing.  It 
is  the  name,  the  all-prevailing  name  of  the 
Lord  JCiius,  we  plead  before  thee.  By  his 
all-'injjicient  righteousness  he  hath  magvi/ltd  thy 
holy  la%v.  He  hath  made  it  honorable  for  thee, 
to  have  mercy  on  whom  thou  wilt  have  mer- 
cy. This  is  our  encouragement  to  come  be- 
fore thee,  polluted  with  sin,  as  Ave  are  ;  and 
this  is  our  only  hope,  that  Ave  may  find  m.ercy. 
Hear  us,   therefore,   in  his  name  ;  and,  for 
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his  mke,  freely  forgive  us  all  our  sins.  For 
we  have  sinned  ;  and  sinned  greatly,  O  Fa- 
ther, before  heaven  and  in  thy  sight.  We 
are  no  more  v/orthy  to  be  called  thy  children. 
We  have  sinned  in  thought,  in  word,  and  in 
deed.  We  have  sinned  by  omitting  known 
duties,  aud  by  actual  transgressions  of  thy 
holy  ju.v.  But,  blessed  be  thy  name,  through 
the  riciies  of  thy  c^race,  we  have  an  advocate 
with  thee,  even  Jesus  Christ,  the  righteous, 
lie  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins  ;  and  for 
ike  sins  of  the  ivIvAe'worlcL  Wash  away  oui* 
sills  in  his  blood  ;  and  cleanse  us  from  all  our 
transgressions.  W^ith  his  stripes  may  we  be 
healed.  Oh,  for  Jesus,  sake,  shov/  us  thy 
inercy,  and  grant  us  thy  salvation.  Give  us 
truly  penitent  hearts  for  all  our  sins.  By  the. 
Holy  Spirit  create  within  us  a  clean  heart,  and 
renew  v/ithin  us  a  right  frame  of  spirit.  Open 
our  eyes  to  read,  our  ears  to  hear,  and  our 
hearts  to  understand  thy  law  and  gospel. — 
May  v/e  learn  oF  (^iirist  to  be  meek  and  lowly 
in  herrrt,  and  ?,ndthe  divine  rest  of  the  gospel 
torelVesh  oursoulsj  in  tiiis  world  of  trial.  May 
Ctirist  be  in  cur  souls  the  hope  of  glory. — 
?/Iay  v>-e  ^\aik  circumspectly,  not  as  fools, 
but  as  v/ise,  redeeming  the  time.  Whether 
we  11  v-^^;  or  die,  may  Ave  be  the  Lord's.  And 
whilL  \:'^  plcaa  lor  our  own  souls,  we  dcBireto 
plead  for  Taow.  Bleso  the  ministers  of  thy 
gospel.  Gne  th&m  wit^dorvi  and  grace  to  b-i 
fiuthfiil  i\^  tin;  5]!;rcat  work  of  their  ccdlin;^. 
Mciy  they  preach  the  truti:,  Id  Jc^rss.  Clothe 
'':■■■'■  ^' :' ■-;  '^^'^'.-J^^'j^^^  t';  t  tby  2.dnls  may  shout 
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aloud  for  joy.  Send  them  forth  into  all  the 
earth,  to  plant  and  build  up  thy  church,  as 
instruments  of  divine  appointment.  Bless 
thy  servant,  the  pastor  of  the  church,  in  this 
place.  Strengthen  his  hands  and  encourage 
his  heart,  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  May  he 
be  a  blessing  to  this  people.  Revive  among 
this  people  and  in  all  our  towns,  the  good 
work  of  thy  grace.  May  we  experience  a  day 
of  divine  power,  in  the  gracious  ingathering 
of  thousands  into  thy  church  of  such  as  shall 
be  saved.  May  the  M'hole  earth  be  filled  with 
thy  glory.  Bless  this  family  in  him,  in  whom 
all  the  happy  families  of  the  earth  are  blessed. 
Bless  it  with  all  needed  temporal  and  spiritual 
blessings.  May  every  member  of  it  be  re- 
newed by  thy  grace  ;  and  be  enabled  truly 
and  faithfully  to  serve  and  glorify  thy  name. 
Then  will  we  speak  thy  praise  from  the  heart, 
with  unfeigned  lips.  Then  will  we  declare 
what  thou  hast  done  for  our  souls,  and  mag- 
nify the  Lord. — We  bless  thee,  O  Lord,  for 
the  salvation  of  our  lives  another  night  ;  that 
we  have  been  refreshed  by  sleep  in  its  ap- 
pointed season  ;  that  we  are  alive,  while  oth- 
ers are  dead  ;  that  we  have  awaked  this  morn- 
ing in  so  comfortable  a  measure  of  health  ; 
that  we  are  on  this  side  of  the  grave  and  out 
of  a  miserable  eternity  ;  and,  that  we  have 
now  an  opportunity  of  calling  on  thy  name. 
We  bless  thee,  that  we  have  food  to  eat, 
and  raiment  to  wear,  and  a  comfortable  hab- 
itation to  dwell  in.  We  thank  thee,  for  thy 
law  and  gospel,  as  a  divine  rule,  to  direct  us^ 
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in  the  way  of  duty,  that  we  may  know  thee, 
and  the  way  of  salvation  ;  but  above  all,  for 
the  imsfieakable  gift  of  thy  only  begotten  Son, 
to  deliver  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  by  be- 
ing made  a  curse  for  us  For  this,  the  angels 
praise  thee  ;  and  for  this,  we  would  glorify 
thy  name.  May  we  never  forget  the  won- 
ders of  redeeming  love  ;  but  prize  them  Avith 
the  whole  heart.  Give  us  this  day,  our  dai- 
ly bread.  Lead  us  not  into  temptation  to  sin 
against  thee  in  any  manner  ;  but  deliver  us 
from  evil.  May  our  words  and  meditations 
be  acceptable  in  thy  sight.  Do  for  us  abun- 
dantly above  what  we  are  able  to  ask  or  think, 
both  for  soul  and  for  body,  for  time  and  for 
eternity  j  and  all  the  praise  shall  be  given, 
to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy- 
Ghost,  for  ever.     Amen. 


^  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Family. 

INFINITELY  great  and  glorious  God  ! 
Thou  art  the  great  fountain  of  life  and  light, 
and  the  source  of  all  good.  With  the  light 
of  this  morning,  we  pray  thee  to  lift  upon  us 
the  light  of  thy  countenance,  and  grant  us  the 
joys  of  thy  presence.  Wilt  thou,  who  didst 
command  the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness, 
shine  into  our  dark  and  benighted  souls  to 
give  us  light  ofthe  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God.  May  we  feel  it  to  be  a  peculiar  privi- 
lege, as  well  as  an  important  duty,  to  draw 
near  to  thee  in  prayer,  ask  of  thee  the  things 


14S  Pray  en. 

which  we  need,  and  rast  our  cares  ar.d  bur- 
dens upon  thee.  Wilt  thou  mercifully  meet 
with  us,  and  commune  with  us  from  off  the 
mercy  seat.  Encouar^ed  by  the  gracious 
declarations  of  thy  word,  we  v/ould  come  in 
the  name  of  Christ  Jesus,  confessing  our  sins, 
and  imploring  thy  grace  and  mercy.  We 
humbly  acknowledge  our  great  guilt  and  un- 
worthiness  ;  we  have  an  evil  heart  of  unbe- 
lief, which  inclines  us  to  depart  Irom  thee, 
the  living  God,  and  have  indulged  the  carna! 
inind,  Avhich  is  enmity  against  God.  We 
liave  been  wickedly  opposed  to  thine  holy 
character  and  righteous  government,  and 
J-jave  transgressed  thy  laws,  which  are  holy-, 
just,  and  good.  Our  hearts  have  been  a  sink 
of  sin  and  pollution,  and  our  lives  a  series  of 
wickedness  and  rel^cllicn.  How  greatly  have 
we  fallen  short  in  every  duty  ?  and  in  many 
things  we  have  all  offended.  We  have  great 
reason  to  blush  and  be  ashamed,  when  we  re- 
flect upon  our  numerous  sins,  and  to  cry, 
God,  be  merciful  to  us  sinners.  For  Jesus' 
sake,  we  entreat  thee  to  be  giacicus  to  us  ; 
and-  to  pardon  our  iniquities,  for  thy  name's 
sake  ;  for  they  are  great.  Justify  us  freely 
by  thy  grace  through  the  redemption,  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus.  Oh,  be  not  strict  to  mark 
iniquity  against  us,  for  our  sins  are  more  in 
number  than  the  hairs  of  our  heads,  and  are 
awfully  aggravated.  Wilt  thou  purify  us 
from  sin,  and  work  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do, 
Glorify  the  riches  of  thy  free  grace  in  making 
heirs  of  eternal  Xfi^:^.     May  v/e  feel  our  infinite 
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need  of  Jesus  as  our  Saviour,  and  trust  in  him 
alone  for  pardon  and  salvation,  realizing,  that 
Avc  have  nothing-  of  cur  own  to  commend  our- 
selves to  thy  favor.  May  the  Lord  Jesus  ap- 
pear precious  to  us,  as  he  does  to  those  who 
believe.  Grant  that  we  may  be  found  in  him, 
not  v»Ti!ls.ini^  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spi- 
rit. May  we,  like  the  blessed  Jesus,  be  meek, 
humble,  and  lowly  in  heart,  walking-  as  he  also 
v/alked.  Wilt  thou  dispose  us  to  live  in  a 
careful  observance  of  all  the  duties  of  religion, 
both  to^\'ards  God  and  man.  We  pray  that 
we  may  have  a  tender  regard  for  thine  honor 
and  jylory — may  seek  the  advancement  of  re- 
ligion above  our  ov/n  private  sclfisli  interests, 
and  make  it  our  great  concern  to  do  thy  will, 
and  lay  up  treasures  in  heaven.  May  v/e 
have  a  benevolent  regard  for  our  fellovv'  crea- 
tures, and  do  good  to  all,  as  we  have  oppor- 
tunity, not  rendering  evil  for  evil,  but  over- 
coming evil  with  good.    . 

Wilt  thou  impress  our  hearts  with  senti- 
ments of  gratitude  for  the  iniuimerabic  in- 
stances of  thy  kindness.  Thou  art  kind  and 
gracious  unto  us,  although  we  ai-e  evil  and 
unthankful.  It  is  of  thy  mercy  that  we  are 
not  consumed,  and  are  prisoners  of  hope  in 
the  land  of  the  living.  We  thank  thee  that 
tho-i  hast  preserved  us  through  another  night 
•■ — that  v/e  have  Iain  down,  and  arisen,  because 
thou  hast  sustained  us,  and  that  our  sleep  has 
not  been  the  sleep  of  death.  Vv'^e  have  great 
reason  to  be  thankful  for  food  and  raiment — 
for  a  comfortable  measures  of  health,  and  the 
N  2 
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many  necessr.rics  and  comforts  of  life,  with 
^vliich  we  are  surroirnded.  But  more  espe- 
cially would  Ave  thank  thee,  Father  of  mercies, 
for  the  unspeakable  gift  of  a  Saviour — for  the 
offer  of  eternal  life,  and  for  the  sacred  scrip- 
tures, which  were  given  by  the  inspiration  of 
•God,  and  are  able  through  faith  in  Christ  to 
make  us  wise  unto  salvation.  Vv^'e  thank  thee 
also  for  the  gift  of  thine  Holy  Spirit  to  awaken, 
renev/,  and  sanctify  us,  and  so  to  prepare  us 
for  thine  heavenly  kingdom.  May  thy  good- 
ness lead  us  to  repentance,  and  thy  long-suf- 
fering to  our  salvation.  Fill  our  hearts  with 
gratitude  to  thee,  and  dispose  us  to  live  to  thy 
praise  and  glory.  Wilt  thou,  gracious  God, 
take  a  kind  care  of  us  through  this  day.  Pre- 
serve us  from  all  the  evils  and  temptations,  to 
which  we  may  be  exposed,  and  spread  our 
]:)aths  v/ith  peace  and  safety.  Assist  us  in  all 
the  duties  and  lawful  business  of  the  day. 
May  we  be  in  thy  fear  all  the  day  long,  and 
aim  at  thy  glory  in  all  our  conduct.  We  en- 
treat thee  to  be  merciful  to  this  family,  and 
bless  all  who  reside  under  this  roof.  May 
they  all  belong  to  thy  family,  and  be  mem- 
bers of  thine  heavenly  kingdom.  Grant,  tliat 
the  parents  may  be  faithful  to  bring  up  their 
children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord,  and  may  they  live  together  as  the  heirs 
of  the  grace  of  life.  May  the  children  be 
preserved  from  the  paths  of  vice  and  error — 
remember  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their 
youth,  and  choose  that  better  part,  v.diich  will 
never  be  taken  from  ibem.     And  God  grant 
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that  not  one  of  this  family  may  be  left  to  go 
on  in  sin,  and  lie  down  in  eternal  sorrow. 
Wilt  thou,  heavenly  Father,  in  thine  infinite 
mercy,  visit  this  people  with  the  effusion  of 
thy  Spirit,  and  revive  thy  work  among  them. 
May  Christians  here  be  quickened  and  en- 
livened, and  be  engaged  in  seeking  and  pray- 
ing for  the  prosperity  of  Zion  and  the  salva- 
tion of  souls.  We  pray  thee  to  lead  enqui- 
ring souls  to  the  blessed  Jesus.  May  they 
feel  the  plague  of  their  own  hearts,  and  their 
need  of  the  renewing  influences  of  the  Spirit 
— cordially  receive  the  Lord  Jesus  as  their 
Saviour,  and  find  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 
And  Oh  !  that  thou  wouldst  pity  careless  sin- 
ners, who  have  no  pity  on  themselves.  Suf- 
fer them  not  to  go  carelessly  down  the  broad 
road  to  destruction.  Shew  them  their  awful 
danger,  and  pluck  them  as  brands  from  ever- 
lasting burnings.  Bless  the  pastor  of  thy 
church  in  this  place.  May  he  be  an  able  and 
faithful  minister  of  the  gospel — be  skillful  in 
winning  souls  to  Christ,  and  have  many  souls 
as  seals  of  his  ministry  and  his  crown  of  re- 
joicing in  the  day  of  the  Lord.  Be  gracious 
to  all  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  every  where. 
May  they  obtain  grace  to  be  faithful,  and  mer- 
cy to  be  successful.  Build  up  the  churches 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  through  the  world.  Make 
additions  unto  them  of  such  as  shall  be  saved. 
May  all  who  namie  the  name  of  Christ,  be 
careful  to  depart  from  all  iniquity,  and  to 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  their  Saviour  by  a 
holy  life  and  conversation.     Revive  thy  work 


152  Prayers, 


through  cur  land  and  among  all  Cln  isilan  na- 
tioas,  and  send  the  gospel  to  the  heathen. 
And  may  the  time  soon  come,  when  the  know- 
ledge Oi  ..:ii  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth,  as  the 
V/citevs  uo  the  seas.  Wilt  thou  be  merciiiil  to 
all  'n  affliction  and  distress,  and  grant  them 
i;;lief.  Ileal  the  sick,  we  entreat  thee  ;  com- 
fort mourners  with  the  consolations  of  thine 
Holy  Spirit,  and  may  the  dying  be  prepared 
to  meet  their  judge  in  perxe.  May  we  all 
rem.ember,  that  our  life  is  a  vapor,  which  ap- 
pears for  a  little  time,  and  will  soon  vanish 
avv^ay,  and  that  cur  days  will  soon  be  number- 
ed and  finislied  ;  when  w-e  m.ust  bid  an  ever- 
lasting adieu  to  all  our  earthly  friends  and  en^ 
joyments,  and  be  fixed  in  unspeakable  and 
eternal  happiness  or  misery.  IMay  we  so 
prepare  for  this  solemn  event,  that  our  death 
may  be  our  everlasling  gain — a  happy  dis- 
mission from  this  world  of  trouble  and  sor- 
row to  realms  of  endless  joy  and  peace.  And 
now  to  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  be 
ascribed  eternal  praises.     Amen. 


A  Moriung  Prayer. 

HOLY  and  eternal  God,  Thoi:  art  great 
and  greatly  to  be  feared,  and  to  be  had  in 
reverence  of  all  them  that  drav/  nigh  to  thee. 

Impress  our  minds  with  a  sense  cf  thy  om- 
nipresence and  enable  us  to  realize  that  we 
are  now  in  the  full  view  of  the  heart  search- 
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iD(^  Jehovah.  May  we  come  before  thea 
"with  reverence  believing  that  thou  art  and 
that  thou  art  the  rev/arder  of  ail  who  diligent- 
ly seek  thee.  We  presume  not  to  come  in 
our  own  name,  or  on  account  of  any  merit 
in  ourselves  to  ask  any  favor,  but  in  the  ail- 
prevaiiing  name  of  Jesus  our  great  Mediator 
and  Intercessor  :  for  his  sake  regard  us  unwor- 
thy and  guii'ty  creatures  and  let  our  cry  com.e 
up  before  tliee  as  incense  and  the  lifting  of 
our  hands  as  the  morning  sacrifice,  holy  and 
acceptable  in  thy  sight ;  and  may  we  offer 
through  him  the  sacrifice  of  broken  and  con- 
trite hearts  which  will  be  acceptable  in  thy 
sight. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  we  desire  to  confess  be- 
fore thee,  v/iththe  deepest  humility  and  self- 
abasement,  our  transgressions ;  and  we  re- 
joice that  we  may  do  it  in  hope  of  thy  par- 
doning mercy  through  Jesus  Christ  the 
great  sacrifice  for  sin  ;  and  thou  hast  said,  if 
we  confess  our  sins,  thou  art  faithful  to  for- 
give. 

We  confess  we  were  shapen  in  iniquity 
r.nd  conceived  in  sin,  and  that  to  our  original 
guilt  v/e  have  added  innumerable  actual  trans- 
gressions. We  have  lived  without  God  and 
without  Christ  in  the  world  and  have  restrain- 
ed prayer  before  thee— yea,  v/e  have  openly 
violated  thy  laws  and  trampled  upon  thine  au- 
thority. We  have  rejected  thy  Son,  grieved 
thy  Spirit,  misimproved  our  time  and  oppor- 
tunities for  doing  or  getting  good.  We 
liave  iio  e.v'cqs^  to  make  for  cur  sins  ;  self 
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condemned  we  plead.  Enter  not  into  judg- 
ment with  thy  servants,  O  Lord,  for  in  thy 
sight  no  flesh  living  can  be  justified.  We 
plead  the  merit  of  thy  Son,  and  through  him 
entreat  thee  to  pardon  all  our  offences.  Tho* 
our  sins  have  grown  up  to  the  heavens  and 
our  trespasses  have  reached  the  clouds,  they 
are  not  too  great  for  thee  to  pardon.  Give 
us  to  see  our  lost  and  ruined  state  ;  convince 
us  of  sin,  righteousness  and  judgment,  and 
may  thy  Spirit  operate  on  our  hearts  in  his 
all-powerful  influences  to  renew  us  to  holi- 
ness, and  enable  us  to  receive  Jesus  Christ 
as  he  is  offered  in  the  gospel.  Bring  us  out 
of  darkness  into  marvellous  light,  and 
transform  us  into  thine  own  image.  Subdue 
within  us  every  thing  that  exalteth  itself 
against  God — take  away  our  evil  propensi- 
ties and  inclinations,  and  let  not  sin  have  do- 
miinion  over  us.  May  we  boAv  to  the  sceptre 
of  Jesus  and  be  willing  that  he  should  rule 
in  and  over  us.  Enable  us  to  crucify  the 
flesh  with  its  affections  and  lusts  and  no  long- 
er live  to  ourselves.  May  we  take  thy  word 
for  our  rule,  shun  the  sins  it  prohibits  and 
practise  the  duties  which  it  enjoins,  and  in  all 
respects  be  conformed  to  thine  ima^e  and 
law.  ' 

And  now,  O  thou  compassionate  Father  of 
the  universe,  we  desire  to  feel  more  entirely 
our  dependance  on  thee,  and  to  oft^r  thee 
that  praise  which  will  glorify  thy  nanie.  We 
call  on  our  souls  and  all  within  us  to  praise 
thee  that  we  were  born  in  a  Christian  land, 
and  that  we  enjoy  Christian  privileges. 
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We  thank  thee  that  we  are  endowed  with 
rational  souls  and  are  capable  of  knowing  our 
Lord's  will  ;  and  for  the  glorious  salvation 
which  the  gospel  opens  to  our  view,  and 
offers  to  our  acceptance.  We  bless  thee  for 
the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  awaken 
our  attention,  convince  us  of  sin,  convert  us 
to  holiness  and  fit  us  to  enjoy  thee  in  the 
heavenly  world.  We  praise  thee  for  seasons 
of  prayer,  for  support  under  trouble  and 
above  all  for  the  hope  of  glory  through  thy 
Son.  We  praise  thee  for  the  protection  of  the 
night  past — that  our  sleep  \^'as  not  the  sleep 
of  death — we  see  the  morning  light  in  health 
and  comfort  and  in  the  beginning  of  this  day 
may  read  thy  word,  and  lift  up  our  souls  to 
thee  in  prayer.  We  thank  thee  for  all  per- 
sonal and  family  blessings ;  may  a  sense  of 
thy  goodness  abide  on  our  hearts,  andinlluencs 
us  to  all  the  duties  of  piety. 

Protect  us  this  day  from  all  evil  and  assist 
us  in  every  duty  ;  may  we  remember  that 
we  are  always  in  thy  presence — that  thou  art 
the  inspector  of  all  our  conduct,  and  that  we 
must  give  account  to  thee  for  our  improve- 
ment of  every  day.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread,  and  help  us  successfully  to  resist 
every  temptation. 

\Ve  pray  thee  to  bless  this  family — may 
\WQ  who  are  the  head,  walk  before  our  house- 
hold in  thy  fear,  and  bring  up  our  children  in 
thy  nurture  and  admonition  ;  suffer  not  sick- 
ness to  enter  our  dwelling,  and  let  our 
lives  and  healths  be  precious  in  thy   sight. 
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Muy  thy  gracious  presence  be  in  the  midst 
of  this  place — thy  Spirit  be  abur.clantiy  pour- 
ed upon  thy  people  ;  may  thy  church  be  in- 
creased, and  thy  servant  who  ministers  m 
holy  thing's,  have  a  double  portion  of  thy 
Spirit  and  be  enabled  rightly  to  divide  the 
word  of  truth,  and  give  to  every  one  a  portion 
in  season. 

Bless  our  land— rule  in  the  hearts  of  our 
rulers — be  witli  the  chief  magistrate  of  cur 
nation  ;  give  him  wisdom  to  conduct  the 
important  concerns  of  our  country,  and  make 
him  an  instrument  of  great  good  to  us  ; 
niay  all  our  rulers  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord. 

Be  with  all  thy  churches  ;  succeed  a 
preached  gospel,  and  go  with  those  v/ho  have 
gone  to  preach  the  gospel  in  our  infant  settle- 
ments— may  the  v/ilderness  blossom  like  tl'.e 
rose  ;  succeed  any  attempts  to  christianize 
the  heathen,  and  may  they  be  bi'ought  to  the 
r.ixov.'ledge  of  the  truth  ;  order  times  and 
seasons  fltvorably  ;  pity  all  in  aiTiiction,  and 
prepare  ti;e  dying  for  ccath.  Extend  mercy 
to  a  guilty  world  ;  let  thy  gospel  be  preached 
to  every  creature,  and  may  thy  church  be 
glorious  in  all  the  eaith  ;  may  wars  and  tu- 
mults cease  and  peace  and  righteouoness  llil 
the  world. 

We  renewedly  commend  cursclvcs  and  all 
our  concerns  to  thee  ;  may  v/e  live  as  dying 
uikI  accountable  creatures,  and  discharge 
\t  ith  fidelity  the  duties  of  our  several  stations 
and  rchiions  in  iif:;  ;  may  wo  ^vow  hi  grace, 


Fraycrs.  157 

and  the  knowledge  of  God— coiUhniLuly  enjoy 
an  approving  conscience — and  when  we  are 
about  to  depart  out  of  this  lift-,  may  we  re- 
joice, beholding  our  redemption  drawing 
nigh;  and  when  absent  from  the  body,  may 
we  be  present  with  the  Lord  and  join  that 
blessed  society  on  high,  where  we  shaii  for 
ever  cekbrate  the  praises  cf  redeeming  love 
througli  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  Holy  Spirit  be  dominion  and  praise. 
Amen. 


A  Prayer  for  a 


dcr  her, 


ETERNAL  Sovercig:.  cf  the  universe- 
all  things  are  und-r  thy  control  and  subject 
to  thy  wiih  The  destines  of  all  men  are  fix- 
ed in  thine  eternal  counsels,  the  bounds  of 
human  life  are  assigned  to  each  of  us,  beyond 
which  we  cannot  pass.  'iZ^ie  various  states 
of  prosperity  and  adversity  are  allotted  to  us 
in  thy  infinite  wisdom.  Tl',ou  bi  ingest  down 
to  the  grave  and  thou  raisest  us  up  again— 
thou  givest  joy  and  sor^o^y  as  thou  seest  best 
adapted  to  promote  our  piety,  and  quality  u:i 
for  the  enjoyment:,  of  thy  pt  esence. 

Vv'e  adore  thv  inhnite  glories  and  perfec- 
tions, and  desire  to  humble  ourselves  under 
the  rebukes  of  thy  rod. 

Thou  hast  sent  death  into  this  nmiily  and 
taken  av^^ay  one  wiio  was  the  desire  of  cur 
eves.  While  we  own  thv  iud^menti  arc 
O 
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just,  may  we  be  enabled  to  see  that  in  cove- 
nant love  and  faithfulness  thou  hast  afflicted 
us.  Dear  Redeemer,  remember  us  in  this 
day  of  affliction,  and  comfort  our  hearts  with 
thy  heavenly  consolations.  Be  present  with 
thy  supportinj^  grace,  that  v/e  may  not  faint 
under  thy  rebuke.  May  we  honor  thee  by  a 
wise  improvement  of  this  trial  and  by  a  pa- 
tient sut3mission  to  thy  sovereign  will,  and 
in  the  multitude  of  our  thoughts  within  us, 
let  thy  consolations  delight  our  souls.  May 
we  examine  our  hearts  and  conduct  that  wc 
may  know  why  the  Lord  hath  thus  dealt 
with  us  ;  and  be  earnest  at  the  throne  of 
grace  that  we  may  learn  what  thou  wouldst 
have  us  do. 

O  God,  sorrow  hath  filled  our  hearts  by 
reason  of  the  wide  breach  thou  hast  made  in 
our  family.  Oh,  heal  the  breach  which  thy 
hand  hath  made,  and  make  up  our  loss  in 
the  enjoyment  of  thy  gracious  presence. — • 
Come  and  take  possession  of  our  hearts,  and 
enable  us  to  devote  ourselves  entirely  to  thee. 
May  we  have  that  peace  and  consolation 
which  results  from  submission  to  thy  will. 

We  acknowledge  we  have  deserved  all  cur 
trials,  and  infinitely  greater,  for  we  have  sin- 
ned against  thee.  We  have  abused  thy 
bounties  and  have  forgotten  thee  in  our  inor- 
dinate love  of  creature  comforts.  Vv'e  l-avp 
despised  the  riches  of  thy  grace,  misim- 
proved  our  time,  and  rejected  the  great  salva- 
tion of  the  gospel.  We  desire  to  humble 
ourselves  before  tiiee  aud^ackHQ^Tledg^e  with 
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shame  and  blushing  our  nuiltiplied  and  ag- 
gravated sins.  We  entreat  thy  pardon  and 
mercy  through  Jesus  Christ — through  him 
who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  may  we 
be  raised  from  death  in  sin  to  a  life  of  holi- 
ness. May  our  affliction  be  tlie  mean  of  re- 
conciling our  hearts  to  thy  government,  and 
engaging  us  to  give  ourselves  to  thee  entire- 
ly. May  we  live  more  disengaged  from  the 
vanities  of  the  world,  and  view  all  our  dear 
relatives  and  friends  as  uncertain  in  their  con- 
tinuance. May  we  view  ourselves  as  frail 
and  dying  creatures,  and  live  in  an  actual 
and  habitual  preparation  for  death,  judgment 
and  eternity.  Oh,  teach  us  so  to  number 
our  days  as  to  apply  our  hearts  to  wisdom. 
As  our  dearest  comforts  are  dying  around  us, 
may  we  remember  that  our  days  are  as  an 
hands  breadth  and  our  age  as  nothing  be- 
fore thee — that  we  must  soon  follow  our 
friends  who  are  gone  down  to  the  grave  and 
into  the  eternaj  w^orld — that  v/e  must  soon 
stand  at  thy  tribunal  and  give  up  our  account 
to  thee. 

Oh,  prepare  us  by  thy  grace  for  the  solemn 
hour  of  death  that  we  may  meet  it  with  Chris- 
tian fortitude,  triumph  in^  dying  hour  and 
be  welcomed  to  the  joy  of  our  Lord. 

Through  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  and  arose 
again  as  the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept — 
to  him  be  glory  and  praise  for  ever.     Amen. 


m 


iCO  Pravc; 


Closet. 


O  TKOU  etcrral  source  and  fountain  of 
Being  aiKl  hle^.heciness  !  w'ltlithee  is  everlastr 
jng  stren^.';lli— with  thee  is  mercy— '.vith  tiiee 
is  the  residence  of  the  Spirit.  To  thine  oni- 
niscient  eye  all  hearts  are  naked,  and  every 
Ihoup),'.  ap.-i  every  secret  desire,  is  perfectly 
known.  '  - ;:.;  t  r.^e  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  enable 
me,  a  hj'-t  and  ruined 'sinner,  to  draw  near  to 
the  rnercy-seat  and  plead  v/illi  thee,  for  the 
sake  of  Jc^iiiS  thy  beloved  Son,  for  the  bles- 
sings I  need  both  for  time  and  eternity.  Help 
iTiC  to  coiitemplate  thy  glory,  the  infinite  puri- 
ty and  rectitude  of  thy  nature,  and  as  in  thy 
pi-esence,  to  corninune  v/ith  my  o^yn  Iieart. 

But,  O  L  ord,  I  am  vile,  what  shall  I  say  ! 
1  iun  inclined  to  evil  as  the  sparks  to  fly  up" 
vrai  d.  1  have  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  de- 
parting from  the  living  God.  I  have  broken 
all  thy  r.oiy  commandments  in  thought,  word, 
a'  ;•  ;:;■;!.  Thou  hast  preserved  my  life 
c-.:  i'-.  t  ihiiumerable  dangers,  thou  hast  fed 
ivid  cloiiied  me  from  thy  bounty,  and  com- 
i<>rted  me  with  friends,  and  given  me  pious  in- 
structors, but  I  have  been  basely  and  stupidly 
un^n-atefuL  Thou  hast  put  into  my  hands 
thy  holy  word,  that  gospel  that  brings  life  and 
irn.'y.ortalit'y  to  light,  and  in  the  most  moving 
1  '!<:  uage  of  love,  hast  called  upon  m.e  to  re- 
X'^ul  and  live — to  Hy  from  the  v/rath  to  come, 
to  forsake  sin  and  to  bt'ieve  in  that  Redeemer, 
M  •      '■  .  "■'  of  ':...rc  cu-l  truth,  and  is  uble  le 
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save  unto  the  uttermost  all  that  come  to  God 
by  him  ;  but  all  this  grace  I  have  abused, 
and  mishnproved  iCil  the  talents  thou  hast 
given  me.  I  have  nothing  of  my  own 
To  plead  before  thee,  but  wretchcclnj". 
and  v/ant.  O  thou,  who  art  merciful  and  gsa- 
cious,  Avho  delightest  not  in  the  death  of  a 
sinner,  help  me  to  embrace  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  by  faith  to  plead  his  righteousness, 
and  his  only,  before  God. 

Give  me  not  up  to  a  hard  heart  and  blinded 
mind.  Save  me  from  the  sin  that  most  easi- 
ly besets  m.e,  and  enable  mc  to  watch  and  pray, 
that  I  enter  not  into  temptation.  Keep  mc 
from  a  deceived  heart.  Grant  me  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  and  save  me  from  pride,  vain-glo- 
ry,  and  selfishness. 

May  the  love  of  God  reign  in  my  heart, 
that  I  may  render  to  him  the  glory  due  to  his 
name,  and  to  mm  the  things  that  are  his. 
Make  the  path  of  my  duty  plain  in  all  tlie  re- 
lations of  life,  and  in  all  my  dealings  with  my 
fellow  creatures,  and  may  I  not  do  to  others 
what  I  should  be  unwilling  to  receive  from 
them.  May  I  as  freely  forgive  others  as  I 
hope  God  will  forgive  me,  and  be  enabled 
sincerely  to  pray  for  thcni . 

Lord,  help  me  to  be  temperate  in  ail  things, 
and  to  kec-p  under  these  passions  and  appe- 
tites of  the  body,  v.hich  war  against  the  soul, 
that  I  may  deny  myself,  take  up  the  cross, 
and  follow  Christ.  Grant  me  submission  to 
thv    i^icYidcntial    h?nd     undvr   crosses   and 

''    '  02 


M 


162  Prayers, 

iVov.nr,  ;  to  commit  all  my  ways  to  God,  and 
■vvilt  tlioii  direct  my  steps. 

O  thou  Avho  hearest  the  prayer  of  the  con- 
trite, vvlio  liast  told  me  in  thy  word,  to  enter 
into  my  closet  and  pray  in  secret,  of  thy  great 
mercy  forj^ive  what  thou  hast  seen  amiss  in 
this  duty.  Thou  knowest  all  my  needs,  bet- 
ter than  I  can  ask  or  think,  let  me  hope  in 
thy  mercy  to  the  chief  of  sinners  through  Je- 
sus Christ,  my  strength  and  my  Redeemer, 
to  whom  with  the  Father  and  the  Spirit,  be 
glory  for  ever.     Amen. 


THE 
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THE 

SHORTER  CATECHISIvI. 

Agreed  upon  by  the  I^everend  Assembly  of  D'rcins^,  at 
Westminster. 

11  AT  ?s  the  chief  €71  d  of  man  ? 
A-   Man's  chief  end  is  to  glorify 
njoy  him  for  ever. 
Q.    What  Tide  hath  God  given   to  direct  us 
liOKv  \ve  nunj  glorify  and  enjoy  him  ? 

A.  I'he  word  of  God  which  is  contained  in 
the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
is  the  only  rule  ''-m  direct  us  how  we  may  glo- 
rify a];d  ei'.joy  I.iiii. 

Q-    Witai   doth    the    saijiturcs    princijially 

A.  I'he  sc^'p.ure:^  principally  teach  what 
muu  is  lo  bciivvvj  coi^cerniiig'  Godj  and  what 
du'v  fled  i%.*;r;' c:3  of  man. 

O.     :Vl:c^  i:    f:Od? 

A.  God  is  a  ci)irit,  infinite,  eternal,  and  on? 
ch'aTigeable,  in  his  beinjj,  wisdom,  power,  hor 
lin::;^;  Uis-Lice,  goodness,  and  truth. 

O.   ^'re  I ''ere  more  Gcds  than  one  ? 

A.  There  is  but  one  only,  the  living  and 
true  Ciod. 

Q.    lLo\':  vic.nv  fiersons  are  there  in  ike  God- 

A.  Tl;:v  iv:  ^h.rce  persons  in  the  God- 
head, tl  :  .:  •',  tlie  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Gi  o^t  :   .  se  three  are  one  God,   the 

b.-nu-  ill  SI.:  ;'...i!ce,  equal  in  power  and  ::j,l'ory. 

Q.    117!:'<:  (fre  the  decrees  of  God  ? 

A.  I'he  decrees  of  God  are  his  eternal 
])urpose,  iiccordiiif^  to  ihe  couasei  of  hjy  o^.rn 
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wiii/v/hereby  for  his  own  glory  he  hath  foi-e- 
ordained  whatsoever  comes  to  pass. 

Q.   HoTJ  does  God  execute  /lis  decrees  ? 

A-  God  executeth  his  decrees  in  the  v/orks' 
of  creation  and  providence. 

Q.    What  in  the  work  of  creation  ? 

A.  The  work  of  creation  is  God's  makings 
all  thingsoi  nothing,  by  the  word  of  his  pow- 
er, in  the  space  of  six  days  and  all  very  good. 

Q.   How  did  God  create  man  ? 

A.  God  created  man  male  and  female,  af- 
ter his  own  image,  in  knov/ledge,  righteous- 
ness and  holiness,  with  dominion  over  the 
creatures. 

Q.    IVhat  are  God*fi  ivorks  ofjirovidence  ? 

A.  God's  w^orks  of  providence  are  his  vaost 
holy,  wise,  and  powerful  preserving  and  gov- 
erning all  his  creatures  and  all  their  actions. 

Q.  What  special  act  of  firovidence  did  God. 
exercise  towards  man  in  the  state  vohcrein  tic 
was  created  P 

A.  When  God  had  created  man  hs  enter- 
ed into  a  covenant  of  life  with  him,  upon  con- 
dition of  perfect  obedience,  forbidding  him 
to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil,  upon  the  pain  of  death. 

Q.  Didourfrst  parents  continue  in  the  es- 
tate wherein  they  were  created  ? 

A.  Our  first  parents  beingleft  to  the  freedom 
of  their  own  will,  fell  from  the  estate  wherein 
they  wee  created,  by  sinning  against  God. 

Q.    What  is  sin  ? 

A.  Sin  is  any  want  of  conformity  unto,  or 
transgression  of  the  law  of  God. 
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Q,  IVhat  was  the  sin  TJhereby  our  first  fia* 
rents  f-  II  J'rom  the  estate  wherein  they  were 
created  ? 

A.  The  sin  whereby  our  first  parents  fell 
from  the  estate  wherein  they  were  created, 
was  their  eaiing  tlie  forbidden  fruit. 

Q.  Did  all  mankind  fall  in  Adani^s  first 
transgression  ? 

A.  The  covenant  being  made  with  Adam, 
not  only  for  himself,  but  for  his  posterity,  ail 
mankind  descending  from  hirn  by  ordinary 
generation,  sinned  in  him,  and  fell  with  him 
in  his  first  transgression. 

Q.  Into  what  estate  did  the  fall  bring  man- 
kind? 

A.  The  fall  brought  mankind  into  an  es- 
tate of  sin  and  misery. 

Q.  Whtr-'in  consists  the  sinfidness  of  that 
estate' whereinto  man  fell  ? 

A.  The  sinfulness  of  that  estate  whereinto 
man  fell,  consists  in  the  guilt  of  Adam's  first 
sin,  the  want  of  original  righteousness,  and 
the  corruption  of  his  whole  nature,  which  is 
commonly  called  original  sin  together  with  all 
actual  transgressions  which  proceed  from  it. 

Q.  Whaf.  is  the  misery  of  that  estate  where- 
into man  fell  ? 

A.  All  mankind  by  the  fall  lost  commun- 
ion with  God,  are  under  his  wrath  and  curse, 
and  so  made  liable  to  all  the  miseries  of  this 
life,  to  death  itself,  and  to  the  pains  of  hell 
for  ever. 

Q.  Did  God  leave  all  mankind  to  fierii>h  in 
the  state  of  sin  and  misery  ? 
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A.  God  having  out  of  his  mere  good  plea- 
sure from  all  eternity,  elected  some  to  ever- 
lasting life,  did  enter  into  a  covenant  of  grace 
to  deliver  them  out  of  the  state  of  sin  and 
misery,  and  to  bring  them  into  a  state  of  sal- 
vation by  a  Redeemer. 

Q,    Who  is  the  Redeemer  of  God's  elect  ? 

A.  The  only  Redeemer  of  God's  elect,  is 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  being  the  eternal 
Son  of  God,  became  man,  and  so  was,  and 
continues  to  be  God  and  man,  in  tv/o  distinct 
natures,  and  one  person,  for  ever. 

Q.  Honv  did  Christ,  being  the  Son  of  God^ 
become  man  ? 

A.  Christ  the  Son  of  God  became  man  by 
taking  to  hiiTiself  a  true  body  and  a  reasona- 
ble soul,  being  conceived  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  the  womb  of  iho  virgin  Mary^ 
»nd  Ijorn  of  her,  and  yet  without  sin. 

Q.  What  ojfice  doth  Chi'ist  execute  as  oztr 
Rcdeejyicr  ?   ~ 

A.  Christ,  as  our  Redeemer,  executes  the 
omce  of  a  prophet,  of  a  priest,  and  of  a  king, 
both  in  his  estate  of  humiliation  and  exaltation. 

Q.  Hoi:,'  doth  Christ  execute  the  o^ice  of  a 
prophet  ? 

A.  Christ  exocuteth  the  office  of  a  prophet, 
In  revealing  to  us  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  the 
will  c^  God  for  our  salvation. 

Q.  h 
prie.t  ? 

A.  Christ  executeth  the  office  of  a  priest, 
ill  his  ence  Qftering  i3p  hii>:ie(f  a  sarri'ice  to 
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satisrv  divine  justice  and  reconcile  us  to  God, 
and  in  making  continual  intercession  for  us. 
Q.   //6W  doth  Christ  execute  the  office  of  a 

A.  Christ  exccuteth  tiie  office  oF  a  king, 
in  subduing  us  to  himself,  in  ruling  and  cle- 
fending  us,  and  in  restraining  and  conquermg 
ail  his  and  our  enemies. 

Q.    IVhcrcin  did  Ch risi 's  hinr.iliaiion  consist / 

A.  Christ's  humiliation  consisted  in  his  be- 
ing born,  and  that  in  a  low  condition,  made 
under  the  law,  undergoing  the  miseries  of  this 
life,  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  cursed  death 
of  the  cross,  in  being  buried,  and  continuing 
under  the  power  of  death  for  a  time. 
"'  O.    Wherein  coiihi^tfi  Christ's  exaltation  ? ^ 

K.  Christ's  er.altation  consisteth  in  his  ris- 
ing again  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day,  in 
ti^-cendinf  up  into  heaven,  and  sitting  at  the 
right  hand  of  God  the  Father,  and  in  commg 
lo'^iudge  the  world  at  the  last  day. 

Q.  ^'jiv  are  lue  made  fiar takers  of  the  re- 
danpiion  f'Krchascd  by  Christ  ? 

A.  Vv^c  are  made  partakers  of  the  redemp- 
tion purchased  by  Christ,  by  the  effectual  ap- 
plication of  it  to  us  bv  his  Holy  Spirit. 

Q.  How  ioth  the  Spirit  appbj  io  us  the  re- 
dcmpiicn  purchased  by  Christ  ? 

A.  The  Spirit  appheth  to  us  the  redemp- 
tion purchased  by  Cl^j'ist,  by  working  faith  in 
us,  and  thereby  uniting  us  to  Christ  in  our  ef- 
fectual calling. 

Q.    jrhat  is  ef'.ctval  calling  ? 

A.  Effectual  callings  is  the  work  of  God'* 
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Spirit,  whereby  convincins^  us  of  our  sin  and 
■misery,  enlightening  our  minds  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Christ,  and  renewing' our  M'iils,he  doth 
persuade  and  enable  us  to  embrace  Jesus 
Christ,  freely  offered  to  us  in  the  gospel. 

Q.  What  hcnejits  do  they  that  are  effctiiicUy 
called  Jiartake  of  in  this  life  ? 

A.  They  that  are  eftectuaUy  called,  do  in 
this  life,  partake  of  justification,  adoption,  and 
sanctification,  and  the  several  benefits  which, 
in  this  life,  do  either  accompany  or  flow  from 
them. 

Q.    llliat  is  justification  ? 

A.  Justification  is  an  act  of  God's  free 
grace,  wherein  he  pardoneih  all  cur  sins,  and 
accepteth  us  as  righteous  in  his  sight,  only 
for  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  us, 
and  received  by  faith  alone. 

Q.    What  is  adoption  ? 

A.  Adoption  is  an  act  of  God's  free  grace, 
whereby  we  are  received  into  the  num.ber, 
and  have  a  right  to  all  the  prifileges  of  the 
sons  of  God. 

Q,    What  is  sanctification  ? 

A.  Sanctification  is  the  work  of  God's  free 
grace,  whereby  we  are  renewed  in  the  whole 
man,  after  the  image  of  God,  and  are  enabled 
more  and  more  to  die  unto  sin  and  to  live  un- 
to righteousness. 

Q.  What  are  the  benefits  nvhich  in  this  life 
do  accomjiany  orfionv  from  justification^  adofi-. 
tior,,  and  sanctification  ? 

A.  The  benefits  v/hich  in  this  life  do  ac^ 
company  or  flow  from  justification,  adoption, 
P 
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and  saiicUncation,are  assurance  of  God's  love, 
peace  of  conscience,  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost, 
increase  of  grace,  and  perseverance  therein  to 
the  end. 

Q.  What  hencjits  do  believers  receive  from 
CJuist  at  their  death  ? 

A.  The  souls  of  believers  are  at  their  death 
made  perfect  in  holiness,  and  their  bodies  be- 
ing still  united  to  Christ,  do  rest  in  their 
graves  till  the  resurrection. 

Q.  JThcit^  benefits  do  believers  receive  from 
Christ  at  their  resurrection  ? 

A.  At  the  resurrection  believers  being  rai- 
sed up  in  t^-lory,  shall  be  openly  acknowledged 
and  acquitted  in  the  day  of  judgment  and 
made  perfectly  blessed  in  the  iiill  enjoyment 
of  God,  to  all  eternity. 

Q.  What  is  the  dunj  u'hich  God  requires  of 
man  ? 

A.  The  duty  which  God  requires  of  man, 
is  obedience  to  his  revealed  will. 

Q.  IVhat  did  God  at  first  reveal  to  man  f^r 
the  rule  of  his  obedience  P 

A.  The  rule  which  God  at  first  revealed  to 
man  for  his  obedience,  was  the  moral  law. 

Q.  JVhercin  is  the  moral  laiv  cuwjnarilij  coni- 
prchcnded  ? 

A.  The  moral  law  is  summarily  compre- 
hended in  the  ten  commandments. 

Q.  IVhat  is  the  sum  of  the  ten  command 
?ne?:rs  ? 

A.  The  sum  of  the  ten  commimdments 
is,  to  love  the  Lord  our  God  v/ith  all  our 
hearts,  and  with  all  our  souls^  and  vvitli  all  our 
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strength,  aiid  with  all  our  mindjand  our  neigh- 
bors as  ourselves.  , 

Q.  Jl7iai  is  the  Jrreface  to  the  ten  command- 
ments ? 

A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments 
is'in  these  words,  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God 
which  have  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypts  out  of  the  house  of  bondage." 

Q.  V/hat  doth  the  preface  to  the  ten  com- 
maTidments  teach  us  ? 

A.  The  preface  to  thc^  ten  commandments 
teacheth  us,  that  because  God  is  the  Lord, 
and  our  God  and  Redeemer,  therefore  we  are 
bound  to  keep  all  his  commandments. 

Q.    Wliat  is  tlie first  commandment  ? 

A.  The  first  commandment  is,  "  Thou 
shalt  have  no  other  Gods  before  me.'* 

Q.  What  is  required  in  the  frst  command' 
■ment  ? 

A.  The  first  commandment  requireth  us 
to  know  and  acknowledge  God  to  be  the  only 
true  God,  and  our  God,  and  to  worship  and 
glorify  him  accordingly. 

Q.  IVhat  is  forbidden  in  t  lie  frst  command- 
ment ? 

A.  The  first  commandment  forbiddeth  the 
denying,  or  not  worshipping  and  glorifying 
the  true  God,  as  God  and  our  God,  and  the 
giving  that  worship  and  glory  to  any  other 
which  is  due  to  him  alone. 

Q.  What  are  we  especially  taught  by  these 
words  (before  me)  in  the  frst  commandment  ? 

A.  These  words  (before  me)  in  the  first 
commandment  teach  us,  that  God  who  seeth 
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all  things,  taketli  notice  of,  and  is  wiuch  dis- 
pleased ^vith  the  sin  of  having  any  other  God. 

O.    Which  is  Uif  second  comnKindr.icnt  ? 

A.  The  second  commandment  is,  "  Thou 
shalt  not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or 
any  Hkeness  of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven  a- 
bove  or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is 
in  the  water  under  the  earth.  Thou  shalt  not 
bow  dov.  n  thyself  to  them,  nor  serve  them,  for 
I  the  Lordtliy  God  am  a  jealous  God,  visit- 
ing the  iniquity  of  tiiC  fathers  upon  the  chil- 
dren, unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of 
ihem  that  hate  me,  and  shev/ing  mercy  unto 
tiiousands  of  them  that  love  me  and  keep  my 
commandments." 

Q.  What  is  required  i?i  the  second  cormnand- 
ment  ? 

A.  The  second  commandment  requireth 
the  receiving,  observing,  and  keeping  pure, 
and  entire,  all  such  religious  worship  and  or- 
dinances, as  God  hath  appointed  in  his  word. 

Q.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  second  ccm- 
mandvient  ? 

A.  The  second  commandment  forbiddeth 
the  worshipping  of  God  by  images,  or  any 
other  way,  not  appointed  in  his  word. 

Q.  What  are  ttie  reasons  annexed  to  ths 
second  coimnayicbnent  ? 

A.  The  reasons  annexed  to  the  second 
rommandment,  are  God's  sovereignty  over 
us,  his  propriety  in  us,  and  the  zeal  he  hath 
lO  his  own  worship. 

Q.   Wbat  is  tke  third  coviniandment  ? 

A.  The  third  commandment  is,  "  Thou 
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shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God 
in  vain,  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guilt- 
less  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain." 

Q.   What  is  required  in  the  third  cotmyiandment  ? 

A.  The  third  commandment  requireth, 
the  holy  and  reverend  use  of  God's  name,  ti- 
tles, attributes,  ordinances,  word  and  works. 

Q.   What  ix forbidden  in  the  third  com-inandtnent  ? 

A.  The  third  commandment  forbiddeth  all 
profaning  or  abusing  of  any  thing  whereby 
God  maketh  himself  known. 

Q;  What  is  the  reason  annexed  to  the  third  ca?Ji- 
jriandinent  P 

A.  The  reason  annexed  to  the  third  com- 
maiidment  is.  That  however  the  breakers  of 
this  commandment  may  escape  punishment 
from  men,  yet  the  Lord  our  God  will  not  suf- 
fer them  to  escape  his  righteous  judgment. 

Q^  Which  is  the  fourth  coiiiiiiaiidment  ? 

A.  The  fourth  comm.andment  is,  "  Remem- 
ber the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy,  six  days 
shalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all  thy  Avork,  but  the 
seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God,  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any  work,  thou  nor 
thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  nor  thy  man  ser- 
vant, nor  thy  maid  servant,  nor  thy  cattle,  nor 
the  stranger  that  is  v/ithin  thy  gates  ;  for  in 
six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the 
sea,  and  ail  that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the 
seventh  day,  wherefore  the  Lord  blessed  the 
Sabbath  day,  and  hallowed  it. 

Q;  JVhat  is  re:/uired  ir,  the  fourth  com^nandment  ? 

A.  The  fourth  commandment  requireth  the 
!:'^rpi)]g  holy  to  God  such  set  times  as  he  hatli 
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appointed  in  his  word,  expressly  one  whole 
day  in  seven  to  be  an  holy  Sabbath  to  himself. 

Qj  Which  day  of  the  seven  hath  God  appointed  to  he 
th%  ^weekly  Sabbath  ? 

A-  From  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the 
resurrection  of  Christ,  God  appointed  the  se- 
venth day  of  the  week  to  be  the  weekly  Sab- 
bath, and  the  first  day  of  the  week  ever  since, 
to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world,  which  is 
the  Christian  Sabbath. 

Qj  Nnto  is  the  Sabbath  to  be  sanetifed  ? 

A.  The  Sabbath  is  to  be  sanctified  by  an 
holy  restiftg  all  that  day  even  from  such 
worldly  employments  and  recreations  as  are 
lawful  on  other  days,  and  spending  the  whole 
time  in  public  and  private  exercises  of  God's 
worship,  except  so  much  as  is  tor  be  taken  up 
in  works  of  necessity  and  mercy. 

^  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fourth  comniaiid' 
niient  ? 

A.  The  fourth  commandment  forbiddeth 
the  omission  or  careless  performance  of  the 
duties  required,  and  the  profaning  the  day  by 
idleness,  or  doing  that  v/hich  is  in  itself  sin- 
ful, or  by  unnecessary  thoughts,  words  or 
works,  about  worldly  employments,  or  recre- 
ations. 

Q.  What  are  the  reascr.s  annexed  to  the  for:?- th  co':n- 
')nandment  ? 

A.  The  reasons  annexed  to  tlie  fourth 
<<Dmmandment,  are,  God's  allcv.'ing  us  six 
days  of  the  week  for  our  own  employments; 
his  challenging  a  fjpecial  propriety  in  tlie 
seventh,  his  own  cXv^mple,  and  his  blessiro 
tjic  Sabbath  day. 

Q.  Which  ii  ih-^  fifth  Qomvt:indr,\mt  I- 
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A.  The  fifth  commandment  is,  "  Honor 
thy  father  and  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be 
long  upon  the  land  \vhieh  the  Lord  thy  God 
giveth  thee." 

Q_  V/Jdat  IS  required  in  the  fifth  comviandvie'it  ? 

A.  The  fifth  commandment  requireth  the 
preserving  the  honor,  and  performing  the 
duties  belonging  to  every  one  in  their  sever- 
al places  and  relations,  as  superiors,  inferiors 
or   equals. 

Q.   What  is  forbidden  in  the  fifth  co'imnandw^tnt  ? 

A.  The  fifth  commandment  forbiddeth 
the  neglecting  of,  or  doing  any  thing  against 
the  honor  and  duty  which  belongeth  to  every 
one  in  their  several  places  and  relations. 

Q.  What  is  the  reason  annexed  to  the  fifth  coin' 
mandnifjit  ? 

A.  The  reason  annexed  to  the  fifth  com- 
mandment is,  a  promise  of  long  life  and  pros- 
perity (as  far  as  it  shall  serve  for  God's  glo- 
ry, and  their  own  good)  to  all  such  as  keep 
his  commandments. 

Q:  Which  is  the  sixth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  sixth  commandment  is,  "  Thcu 
shalt  not  kill." 

CK    What  is  rcrfui'ed  in  the  sixth  command'nient  ? 

A.  The  sixth  commandment  requireth  all 
lawful  endeavors  to  preserve  our  own  life  and 
the  life  of  others. 

O^,   JVh  at  is  forbidden  in  the  sixth  cmmnay^draent  ?■ 

A.  The  sixth  commandment  forbiddeth 
the  taking  away  of  our  own  life  or  the  life  of 
our  neighbors  unjustly  ;  and  wliatsoever 
irndeth  thereunto. 

Q^  Which  is  the  se=venth  cammandment  ? 

A.  The  seventh  ccmmafidmcnt  is,  *'  Thcu  shalt 
oi.  comirii:  aduhcrv." 
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Q.   What  is  required  in  the  seventh  commamhnent  P 

A.  The  seventh  commandment  requireth  the  pre- 
.^ervation  of  our  own,  and  our  neighbor's  chastity  in. 
heart,  S])eech  and  behavior. 

(!^  What  is  JbrliidJen  in  the  seventh  commav.drnent  ? 

A.  The  seventh  commandment  t'crbiddeth  all  uu- 
fhuste  thoughts,  words  and  actions. 

Q.  which  is  the  eighth  coonviaiidment  ? 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  is,  "  Thou  shalt 
not  steal." 

Q^  V/ha'  is  required  in  the  eighth  caymnandrnent  ? 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  requireth  the  law- 
f  il  procuring  and  furthering  the  wealth  and  otit- 
.rard  estate  of  ourselves  and  others. 

Q^  What  is  forbidden  in  the  eighth  cointnandvtent  ? 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  forbiddeth  whatso- 
ever dotli  or  may  unjustly  hinder  our  own  or  cur 
nciohhor's  v/eakh  and  cutvrard  estate. 

1^   IVhich  ic  tbi  ?:i:ith  cor,i)}iand7ne}it  ? 

A.  The  ninth  commaii-iment  is  "  Thou  shalt  not 
Lear  false  witness  against  i.hy  neighbor." 

Q;   What  is  required  in,  the  ninth  coinmmuhnent  ? 

A,  The  ninth  commandment  requireth  the  main- 
taining and  promoting  of  truth  between  man  and 
man,  and  of  our  own  and  our  neighbor's  good  name, 
es])f'ciaily  in  witness  bearing. 

Q_  TV  hat  is  forbidden  in  the  ni7ith  comnnandonent  ? 

A.  The  nituh  commandment  forbiddeth  whatso- 
ever is  uieiudici.il  to  truth,  or  injurious  to  our  ov/u 
or  our  neighbor's  good  name. 

Q.   IVhich  is  the  tenth  amzr.\andme?7t  !^ 

A.  The  tenth  commandment  is,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
covet  thy  neighbor's  house  ;  thou  shalt  net  covet  thy 
neighbor's  wife,  ncr  his  man  servant,  nor  his  maid 
i^ervant,  nor  his  o::,  nor  his  ass^  nor  any  thing  that  is 
ihy  neiprhbor's. 

C>.    Jrhat  is  required  in  the  tenth  command mer.t  ? 

A.  The  tenth  commundmenr  requireth  full  con- 
tentment with  our  ov/n  cor.iiiicn,  vvkh  a 'right  and 
charitable  frame  of  spirit  towa-rd  our  '.ix'ir'ibor  and 
«t]i  that  is  his. 
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K^  What  is  forbidden  in  the  tenth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  '^enth  commandinent  forbiddeth  all  dis- 
cnntentincnt  with  our  own  estate,  envying  or  griev- 
ing at  the  good  of  our  neighbor,  and  all  inordinate 
motions  and  afiectious  to  any  thing  that  is  his. 

Q_  Is  any  man  able  perfectly  to  keep  the  command- 
vients  of  God  ? 

A.  No  mere  man  since  the  fall,    is  able  in  this  life^ 
perfectly  to  keep  the   commandments    of   God,  but 
doth  daily  break   them  in  thought,  word   and  deed. 

Q.  Are  all  transgressions  of  the  lav)  equally  heinous? 

A.  Some  sins  in  themselves,  and  by  reason  of  sev- 
eral aggravations,  are  more  heinous  in  the  sight  of 
God  than  others. 

Q.  What  doth  e^sery  sin  deserve  ? 

A.  Every  sin  deserveth  God's  Virarth  and  curse, 
both  in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

Q^  What  doth  God  require  cf  us  that  iix  inay  escape 
his  turath  and  curse  due  to  us  for  sin  ? 

A.  To  escape  the  wrath  and  curse  of  God  due  to 
us  for  sin,  God  requireth  of  us  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 
repentance  unto  life,  v/ itb  the  diligent  use  of  all  the 
outward  means  whereby  Christ  communicateth  to 
us  the  benefits  of  redemption. 

Q.   What  is  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  ? 

A.  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ  is  a  saving  grace  v.'here- 
by  we  receive  and  rest  upon  him  alone  for  salvation, 
as  he  is  olfeied  unto  us  in  the  gospel. 

Q.   What  is  repentance  unto  life  ? 

A.  Repentance  unto  life  is  a  saving  grace,  where- 
by a  sinner  out  of  a  true  sense  of  his  sin,  and  ap- 
prehension of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ,  doth 
■with  gi-ief  and  hatred  of  his  sin  turn  from  it  unto 
God,  with  full  purpose  of,  and  endeavors  after  new 
obedience. 

Q.  What  are  the  outivard  'means  mhereby  Christ  com- 
municateth to  us  the  benefds  cfredtmption. 

A.  The  outward  and  ordinary  means  vrhereby 
Christ  communicateth  to  us  the  benefits  of  redemp- 
tion, are  his  ordinances,  especially  the  word,  sacra-, 
jiients  and  prayer,  all  which  are  made  effectual  to 
tiie  elect  for  salvs,tion. 
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Q.  Hovo  is  the  ivord  made  effectual  to  ^^alvation  P 

A.  The  Spirit  of  God  maketh  the  rc?.ding  but  es- 
pecially the  preaching  of  the  word  an  effectual 
means  of  convincing  and  converting  sinners,  and  of 
building  them  up  in  holiness  and  comfort  through 
faith  unto  salvation. 

Q.  Hmv  is  the  %vord  to  be  read  and  heard,  that  it 
may  become  effectual  to  salvation  P 

A.  That  the  word  may  become  effectual  to  sal- 
vation, we  must  attend  thereunto  with  diligence, 
preparation,  and  prayer,  receive  it  with  faith  and 
love,  lay  it  up  in  our  hearts,  and  practise  it  in  our 
lives. 

Q;  ITotU  doth  the  sacraments  become  effectual  mearis 
of  salvation  P 

A.  The  sacraments  become  effectual  means  cf 
salvation,  not  from  any  virtue  in  them,  or  in  hiin 
that  doth  administer  them,  but  only  by  the  blessing 
of  Christ  and  the  work  of  his  Spirit  in  them,  that 
hy  faith  receive  them. 

Q;  What  is  a  sacrament  P 

A.  A  sacrament  is  an  holy  ordinance,  instituted 
by  Christ,  wherein  by  sensible  signs,  Christ  and 
the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant  are  represented, 
sealed  and  applied  to  believers. 

Q^  JVhat  are  the  sacra')nents  of  the  Ke-w-Testament  P 

A.  The  sacraments  of  the  New-Testament  are 
baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper. 

Q;  What  is  baptism.  ? 

A.  Baptism  is  a  sacram.ent,  v/herein  by  w^ashing 
with  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  doth  signify  and  seal 
our  ingrafting  into  Christ  and  partaking  of  the  ben- 
efits of  the  covenant  cf  grace,  ^nd  our  engagements 
to  be  the  Lord's. 

Q.   To  rvbom  is  baptisvi  to  be  administered  ? 

A-  Baptism  is  not  to  be  administered  to  any  that 
are  ov.t  of  the  visible  church,  till  they  profess  their 
faith  in  Christ,  and  obedience  to  liim,  but  the  in- 
fants of  such  as  are  members  of  the  visible  church 
are  to  be  baptized. 
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Q.  What  is  the  Lord's  supper  ? 

A.  The  Lord's  supper  is  a  sacrament,  wherein  • 
by  giving  and  receiving  bread  and  wine  according  to 
Christ's  appointment,  his  death  is  shewed  forth,  and 
the  worthy  receivers  are  not  after  a  corporeal  and 
carnal  manner,  but  by  faith  made  partakers  of  his 
body  and  blood,  with  all  his  benefits,  to  their  spirit- 
ual nourishment  and  growth  in  grace, 

Q.  What  is  rs'iuired  in .  the  ivorthy  receiving  the 
Lord^s  supper  ? 

A.  It  is  required  of  them  that  would  worthily 
partake  of  the  Lord's  supper,  that  they  examine 
themselves  ci  their  knowledge  to  discern  the  Lord's 
body,  of  their  faith  to  feed  upon  him,  of  their  re- 
pentance, love  and  new  obedience,  lest  coming  tiu- 
vvorihilv  they  ear  and  drink  judgment  to  themselves. 

Q^  What  is  prayer  ? 

A.  Prayer  is  anotfering  up  of  our  desires  to  God, 
for  things  agreeable  to  his  will,  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  with  confession  of  our  siws  and  thankful  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  mercies. 

Q__  What  ruk  hath  Gcd  given  for  our  direction  in- 
prayer  ? 

A.  The  v.'hole  word  of  God  is  of  use  to  direct 
us  in  prayer,  but  the  special  rule  of  direction  is  that 
form  of  prayer  which  Christ  taught  his  disciples, 
coiv.mnnly  cuU'd,  "  The  Lord's  prayer." 

CX  What  uoth  the  preface  to  the  Lord's  prayer  teach 
us  ? 

A.  The  preface  to  \\q  Lord's   prayer  which  is, 
"Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,"  teacheth  us  to  draw 
near  to  God,  with  all  holy  reverence,  and  confidence, 
as  children  to  a  father,  able  and  ready  to  help  us,  and. 
tlvat  we  vv^ould  pray  with  and  for  others. 

Q.    What  do  rve  pray  for  in  the  frst  petition  ? 

A.  In  die  first    petinon   which  is,    "  Hallowed  be 

thy  name,"  we  pray  that. God  would  enable  us  and 

orliers  to  glorify  him  in  all  things  v/hereby  hem^k- 

e:h  him -.ell    k.-iown  and  that  he    would   dispose  all 

-  ngs    lo  hlo  ovv-u  glory. 
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J.  What  do  -coe  pray  for  in  the  seco^ui  petition  ^ 
A.  In  the  second  petition  which  is,  "  Thv  kin-, 
dom  come, '  we  pray,  that  Satan's  kingdom  ni'y 
be  destroyed,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  ^race  ma"  be 
advanced,  ourselves  and  others  brought  into  it.  a,^ 
hatenici:'   "^'   ''"'  thekingdotn  of  glory  n,'ay  b' 

A.  In tlie  .hud  petition  which  is,  "  Thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  It  IS  in  heaven,"  we  pray  that  God  by 
hi^  grape  would  make  us  able  and  willing  to  knovv 

Q.  What  do  Y  pray  fur  in  the  fourth  petition  ? 

A  In  the  fourth  petition  which  is,  "Give  ua 
this  day  our  da^iy  bread,"  we  pray,  that  of  God's 
iree  giit  we  may  receive  a  competent  portion  of  the 
good  tmngs  cf  this  life,  and  enjoy  his  blessings  with 

Q:  What  do  n-e  pray  for  in  the  ffth  petition  > 

A.  In  the  fifth  petition,  whch  is,  "  And  forgive 

that  God  for  Christ's  sake  would  freely  pardon  all 
our  sins  which  we  are  the  rather  encouraged  to  a.k 
because  by  his  grace  we  are  enabled  from  the  hearJ 
to  forgive  others. 

Q:  What  do  -we  pray  for  in  the  sixth  petition  ? 
A.  In  the  sixth  petition  which  is,  "  And  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil"  we 
pray,  that  God  would  either  keep  us  from  'bein^r 
tempted  to  sxn,  or  support  and  deliver  us  when  we 
are  tempted. 

(^  What  doth  the  conclusion  of  the  Lord's   trover 
teach  as  1  f   j'-> 

A.  The  concltision  of  the  Lord's  praver  which  is, 
r  or  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever,"  Amen,  teacheth  us  to  take  our  en- 
couragement  in  prayer  from  God  only,  and  in  our 
prayers  to  praise  him,  ascribing  kingdom,  power, 
and  glory  to  him  and  in  testimony  of  cur  desirec. 
and  assurance  to  '©s  heard,  we  say,  'Amen 
FINIS. 


I  ( vVC       •  \A^ 


V'vV^;,M.      .'v^Z-r-Vl 


Arwt<-Uvw-^  itu>U'    1/1/ 
t^vM/^    ^^-^       ''4CC  V 


^  tA-U 


^^\^ 


4 


